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The Very First Christmas Pageant

My eyes  
have seen  
your salvation, 
which you have 
prepared in  
the sight of  
all nations.

Luke 2:30–31
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Who were the mysteri-
ous wise men who trav-
eled from the east guid-
ed by a star? Though 
we know little about 
them, these Magi were 
likely Persian philoso-
phers, well educated in 

astronomy, astrology, and magic. Matthew tells 
us that these Magi arrived in Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 
and have come to worship him” (Matt. 2:2).

When King Herod heard this news, he was 
troubled because he was the king of the Jews. 
The Messiah was a threat. But Herod was not 
the only one who was troubled. Matthew 2:3 
says that “all Jerusalem” was troubled. Why 
were the people not overjoyed by this news? 
You see, as the rest of Matthew’s Gospel 
makes clear, Jerusalem would also face the 
judgment of the Messiah. The Messiah would 
threaten their expectations. 

Herod began by gathering the highest reli-
gious authorities. He asked them where the 
Christ was to be born (Matt. 2:4). They re-
sponded, “In Bethlehem in Judea” (Matt. 2:5). 
Next, Herod arranged a secret meeting with 
the Magi, requesting that they report back to 
him when they found the child. The Magi left 
Jerusalem and began the two-hour walk to 
Bethlehem. As they traveled, the star reap-
peared to them: “The star they had seen in the 
east went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. When they saw 
the star, they were overjoyed” (Matt. 2:9-10).

Why were they so excited? Because the reap-
pearance of the star gave them confirmation 
of God’s leading. Notice what they did when 
they saw the child: “They bowed down and 
worshiped him” (Matt. 2:11). These Gentiles 
worshiped Jesus. If they had been pagans be-
fore, they were not anymore. 

Who made the trek to Bethlehem to worship 
the King of the Jews? Only the Magi. Not the 
priests. Not the scribes. Not the citizens of Je-
rusalem. Surely they would have known from 
their religious training where the Messiah 
was to be born. Surely they were expecting 
His arrival. 

What is the lesson in this? Familiarity can often 
short-circuit worship. Those who are most fa-
miliar with the truth can often become the least 
affected by it. As believers, we are very famil-
iar with the story of Christmas. Many of us 
have heard it since our nursery days. Our fa-
miliarity is not bad, but we must be careful not 
to let our familiarity rob God of our worship. 

Worship is first and foremost a state of the 
heart, and when your heart is filled with 
praise and thanksgiving, it will naturally lead 
to worship that is active and practical. The 
Magi worshiped by giving gifts. The shep-
herds worshiped by telling others what they 
had seen and heard. Mary worshiped by 
pondering all these things in her heart. 

This Christmas season, may the retelling of 
this age-old story move us in a new way, 
causing us to bow down and worship Him.

Worship the King

1-800-356-6639



The Nativity story is an account of the emp-
tying of Christ. Philippians 2:7 says that Je-
sus “made himself nothing” by being made 
in human likeness. What did Jesus lose 
when He took to Himself “the very nature of 
a servant” and was born in the flesh? Scrip-
ture asserts that He did not lose His divine 
nature. Jesus was God by nature before He 
was made flesh (Phil. 2:6; cf. John 1:1). He 
did not cease to be God at the Incarnation. 
This is clear from Jesus’ words and actions. 
He claimed that He was equal with the Fa-
ther (John 10:30). He accepted the worship 
of His disciples (Matt. 14:33; John 9:38; 
John 20:28). He forgave sins (Mark 2:5–7). 

At the Incarnation Jesus set aside the advan-
tages of His divine nature. Although He ac-
cepted the worship of His disciples, He did 
not command it. Instead of expecting others 
to serve Him, Jesus came “to serve and to 
give his life for the ransom of many” (Matt. 
20:28; Mark 10:45). The humble circum-
stances of Jesus’ birth set the trajectory for 
His earthly ministry. Just as there was no 
room for Him at the inn, the Son of Man had 
“no place to lay his head” (Matt. 8:20; Luke 
9:58). During His earthly ministry He relied 
on the generosity of His followers for sup-

port (Luke 8:3). At His death Jesus’ body 
was laid in a borrowed tomb (Matt. 27:60). 

Jesus’ ultimate act of humility was to suffer 
and die for our sins. This was an act of obe-
dience to the Father’s will (Phil. 2:8; cf. Luke 
22:42). Although He came from glory, Je-
sus did not come to receive glory. He came 
down from heaven to do the will of the Fa-
ther who sent Him (John 6:38). As a result, 
the Father has restored Jesus to glory by ex-
alting Him to the highest place and giving 
Him a name superior to all others. If the 
manger was a prelude to the cross, it was 
also the antechamber to heaven’s glory. It 
was this knowledge—the certainty that the 
Father would one day restore to Him the 
glory He had laid aside—that enabled Je-
sus to endure the humiliation and suffering 
that accompanied His Incarnation (John 
17:5; Heb. 12:2). 

We imitate His humility when we value oth-
ers above ourselves and seek their interests 
(Phil. 2:3–4). We also share in His hope, 
knowing that all those who belong to Christ 
will one day be raised to see His glory (John 
6:39; 17:24). The trajectory of the Nativity 
is our trajectory as well. 

To learn more about the Incarnation, read On the Incarnation by Saint Athanasius 
(Empire). 

For Further Study

THEOLOGY MATTERS
by John Koessler

Incarnation and Emptying
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As we come to the end of 2012, we’d like to 
thank our readers for another great year in 
the life of Today in the Word. All of us at 
Today in the Word count it a great privilege 
to be part of sharing the truth of Scripture 
and to bring in-depth Bible study to our 
readers in the United States and around the 
world. Your prayers, financial support, and 
your feedback make this ministry possible. 

What a year it’s been! We published two 
new accompanying devotions for Christmas 
and Easter, He Is Born and He Is Risen. 
These booklets, featuring original watercol-
or illustrations and seasonal devotional 
readings, help readers grow closer to  
Christ and focus on Him in the midst of a 
busy holiday season. We revamped our 
Web site, www.todayintheword.com, add-
ing new features and improving search ca-
pabilities. To commemorate our 25th anni-
versary coming up in 2013, we started 
work on the new volume of Best of Today in 
the Word. This edition, a follow-up to the 
first volume published for the 20th anniver-
sary of Today in the Word, will include de-
votions most liked by our readers. To let us 
know of your favorite issues of Today in the 
Word, we hope you already filled in the 
survey in the November issue and sent it 
back to us. We look forward to hearing 
from you!

FROM THE EDITORS
by Elena Mafter

1-800-356-6639

“Ring in the Christ That Is to Be”

And finally, this year in our monthly devo-
tions we’ve covered a wide range of Bible 
study topics. It’s been a joy for the Today in 
the Word team to offer our readers the 
study of Colossians, the Gospel of John, Le-
viticus, Jeremiah, and Ephesians. We’ve 
also learned more about Theology of  
Language, the Fear of the Lord, Bread from 
Heaven, What the Bible Says about  
Our Bodies, and Conversations with God  
in the Bible. 

We hope you’ll like the topics we’ve planned 
for the next year of Today in the Word. 
We’ll delve into the Book of Proverbs, Song 
of Solomon, and Ecclesiastes. We’ll study 
the New Testament books of 1 and 2 Timo-
thy and 2 Corinthians. We’ll look at what 
the Bible says about temptation and desire, 
the fruit of the Spirit, and the Incarnation. 

And in all the themes, whether Old or New 
Testament books, Bible characters, or topi-
cal studies, we want to see Christ. We want 
the Word of God to shed new light on His 
Son and we want our lives to reflect that 
light. Repeating the words of Lord Alfred 
Tennyson in the title of this article, all of us 
at Today in the Word want to “ring in the 
Christ” with our devotional in the New Year. 

Thank you, dear readers, for standing with the ministry of Moody Bible Institute 
and Today in the Word. Merry Christmas and happy New Year!
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The Very First Christmas Pageant

They came to Bethlehem because they wanted to see 
Him. God told them about Him in ways they could 
understand. To the shepherds, who were Jewish, God 
sent an angel with the message about the Savior. To the 
Magi, who were Gentile philosophers and students of 
the night sky, God sent a bright star. This star allowed 
them to boldly go where no Magi have gone before—
to worship the King of the Jews. The rich and the poor, 
the learned and the uneducated—all found their way 
to the Savior.

This month in Today in the Word, we’ll follow in their 
footsteps, as well as those of Zechariah and Elizabeth, 
Mary and Joseph, Simeon and Anna—people who 
lived the first Christmas story. We’ll listen to their words 
and look at Jesus through their eyes. We’ll learn from 
them. 

If the troubles of this world have obscured the pure mes-
sage of the gospel, perhaps now is the time to leave 
some things behind and come to the manger to wor-
ship the King of the Jews. If you are not a believer, still 
searching for the true meaning of Christmas, we pray 
you will hear and see God’s message to you. Take cour-
age, come to Bethlehem! 

www.todayintheword.com
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If you’ve ever returned to your ele-
mentary school as an adult, you might 
have been surprised that things did not 
look exactly as you remembered them.  
The hallways seem shorter and the 
desks so much smaller. It is the same 
place, certainly, but your perspective 
has changed.

This month we will 
study the people in the  
Nativity story, and we 
are going to attempt an 
honest, realistic look at 
the characters in each 
passage. Many of our 
ideas about the Christ-
mas story have been formed by movies, 
crèche sets, and pageants. What really 
happened? What does the Bible tells us 
about the days before and following 
our Savior’s birth?

Today’s passage is the beginning of 
the Gospel of Luke. He addresses “you, 
most excellent Theophilus” in verse 3. 
Theophilus’s name means “dear to God” 

or “friend of God.” Other than that small 
clue, the recipient’s exact identity is un-
known, but the purpose of the Gospel 
is clear. Luke, a physician by training, 
wanted to recount the events surround-
ing the birth, life, and ministry of Jesus 
Christ. In the first verse, he distinguishes 

his effort from “many” 
others. He also acknowl-
edges that his will not be 
the only account given 
about the works of Christ 
and His disciples.

He then describes why he 
is particularly fit to share 
the story. Luke had access 

to the eyewitnesses who had experi-
enced these events (v. 2). In addition to 
their stories, Luke had “carefully investi-
gated everything” (v. 3). As a historian, 
he promised to write down each event 
in an organized and orderly way. Why? 
His answer is in verse 4. It is important 
for us to know the truth about our Lord 
and to have confidence in the story of 
His miraculous birth.

Pray that God will use this study of the people 
in the story of the Nativity to help you appre-
ciate the meaning of the Christmas season. Use 
your Bible study as a discussion with loved 
ones. Talk about your memories of each Bible 
character, and compare your impressions with 
the reality found in these pages of Scripture. 
May we have a fresh perspective on the truth!

Let’s lift up in prayer Dr. Paul 
Nyquist, Moody’s president, as 
well as Judy Sandiford and 
Linda Haskins who serve in the 
president’s office. May the 
Lord give this team energy and 
joy during the busy Christmas 
season at Moody Bible Institute. 

Read: Luke 1:1–4 Saturday, December 1

Christmas: Telling the Truth

So that you might 
know the certainty 
of the things you 
have been taught.

Luke 1:4
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In the United States, almost 40 million 
adults are age 65 or older. Currently, 
the average lifespan for men is over 
age 82; for women it is age 85. Health 
and wellness statistics tell us that adults 
in the United States can expect to age 
better than ever before.

Today, we will look at 
an older man who was 
indeed aging well and 
who played a key role in 
setting the stage for the 
Nativity. In Luke 1:5, we 
meet Zechariah, who was 
born in the time of Herod. 
Herod the Great ruled 
from 40 to 4 b.c. (While 
Herod is mentioned here, 
his role in the Nativity is more significant 
later in the story.)

We also learn that Zechariah and his 
wife, Elizabeth, were “righteous in the 
sight of God” (v. 6). This alone is a high 
compliment, and the verse goes on to 
say that they were blameless in their 

spiritual walk. But despite their faithful-
ness to God, Zechariah and Elizabeth 
were barren: they had been unable to 
have children and were “very old” (v. 7) 
Note that at the beginning of the Nativi-
ty story, before telling of the miraculous 
birth of our Savior, we meet a couple 

physically unable to bear 
children. They needed  
a miracle.

At this time of year, one 
priest would be cho-
sen to enter the temple 
and offer incense (v. 8).  
According to Bible schol-
ars, this was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity for 
any priest. Zechariah 

was deeply honored. We are told that 
people gathered outside to pray during 
the offering (v. 10). Imagine Zechariah’s 
surprise when an angel of the Lord  
appeared to him, just to the right of 
the altar! What he did not know was 
that the angel would deliver news that 
would change his life forever.

Zechariah realized that he was in the presence 
of God, yet he was shocked to see an angel 
waiting to deliver a personal message to him. 
Are you aware that God is present with you 
as well? And He will use His Word and His 
Holy Spirit to speak directly into your life. As 
you spend time in prayer, tell God that you 
are open to hearing His message to you.

Today our prayers go to God 
for Pat Friedline, associate 
dean of career development. 
Join us in asking the Lord to 
give Pat discernment as he 
assists our graduating seniors 
and alumni in finding ministry 
positions that match their 
passions and skill sets. 

Read: Luke 1:5–12 Sunday, December 2

Zechariah: An Old and Righteous Man

Both of them were 
righteous in the 
sight of God, 

observing all the 
Lord’s commands 

and decrees 
blamelessly.

Luke 1:6
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A village in West Africa had saved for 
years to build a church. Once it was com-
plete, they heard that an urban planning 
group had decided to build a road that 
would cut directly through their build-
ing. Devastated, the people gathered to 
fast and pray, asking God to preserve 
their church. Imagine their 
joy when the engineer  
returned, saying his plans 
had changed and the new 
road would affect only 
an outer corner. God  
answered their prayers!

The angel’s appear-
ance to Zechariah was 
shocking and unexpected. The angel’s  
message was even more startling and 
unexpected because it was good news: 
Zechariah’s prayers had been heard 
and answered. The couple’s prayers 
for a child had not gone unnoticed. The  
angel said Zechariah and Elizabeth would 
be given a son that they were to name 
him “John” (v. 13), and he would have 
an amazing role to play in setting the 
stage for the Messiah. 

Their son John would be “great”  
(v. 15), with a life marked by commitment  
to God. He would proclaim the arrival 
of the Messiah and lead many in the  
nation of Israel to the Lord God. In  
verse 17, the prophet Elijah is  
mentioned—John would be like him in 

spirit and power. It is  
hard to imagine the 
thoughts that were  
racing through Zecha-
riah’s mind. He was  
certainly shocked to see 
the angel. But to hear 
that his prayers were  
answered? After so  
many years?

Zechariah responded to the angel in 
verse 18, expressing some doubt. He 
gave the logical, human perspective on 
the situation, outlining obstacles: “I am 
an old man” (v. 18). The angel repeated 
the authority of God and pronounced 
that Zechariah, because of his disbelief, 
would be unable to speak until John was 
born (v. 20).

When you pray, do you believe God hears 
you and will answer? Today’s passage 
reminds us that God does hear and answer, 
but not always in the way or in the timeframe 
that we expect. If you have a prayer request 
that you’ve presented to the Lord for weeks, 
months, or even years, take comfort in the fact 
that He does hear and He will answer.

Every week, Moody Radio 
reaches over one million 
listeners with programs that 
help them take the next step in 
their relationship with Christ. 
Praise God for the ministry of 
Collin Lambert, vice president 
of Moody Radio, and his 
executive assistant, Amy Rios. 

Read: Luke 1:13–20 Monday, December 3

Zechariah: You Will Have a Son

 He will bring 
back many of the 
people of Israel

 to the Lord 
their God.

Luke 1:16
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We have spent the past two days  
examining the character of Zechariah, 
the priest who encountered an angel. 
Scripture is also concerned about the 
character of his wife, Elizabeth. How 
would she react to this news?

Like Zechariah, Elizabeth 
is described as “righ-
teous” (v. 6). We know 
that she was “childless” 
and “very old” (v. 7). 
Elizabeth was descended 
from the line of Aaron, 
the priestly line. Her repu-
tation and lineage were 
impeccable. She and 
Zechariah had prayed for God to give 
them a child, but now the realities of  
biology had led them to think that God’s 
answer was no. 

Zechariah left the temple, unable to 
speak, and those who were pres-
ent realized he had seen a vision. He  
motioned to them but was unable to ex-
plain (v. 22). He returned home, which 
was probably not far from Jerusalem. 

Scripture doesn’t tell us how he con-
veyed the wonderful, shocking news to 
his wife, but the text implies that they  
responded to this news in faith. Eliza-
beth indeed became pregnant. 

As was the custom of the time,  
Elizabeth kept her-
self in “seclusion” for 
five months. This preg-
nant elderly wom-
an saw her growing  
belly as an outward sign 
of God’s favor (v. 25). 
Indeed, in Scripture, chil-
dren are a blessing from 
God (Deut. 28:4; Psalm 

128:3). The child growing in her womb 
was a miraculous answer to her prayers. 

Many women throughout the Bible  
struggled with infertility: Sarah,  
Rebekah, Rachel, Hannah, and now  
Elizabeth. Each prayer was answered, 
but not always in an expected way. 
Their stories also reveal something 
about the tender heart of God toward 
these women who longed to be mothers. 

At Christmas, when we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior, we can also give thanks for the 
children in our lives. Also pray for those who 
struggle with infertility, that God will provide 
hope and comfort in their times of need. Pray 
to the God who blessed Sarah, Hannah, and 
Elizabeth that He will continue to answer 
prayers in unexpected ways.

Continuing our prayers for 
Moody Radio, please 
remember the Programming 
team: Dan Anderson, Mollie 
Bond, Mark Breta, and Dan 
Craig. Thank the Lord for their 
service that is equipping people 
around the world with the truth 
of God’s Word.

Read: Luke 1:21–25 Tuesday, December 4

Elizabeth: From Disgrace to Praise

The Lord has done 
this for me . . . 

he has shown his 
favor and taken 

away my disgrace.
Luke 1:25
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One couple from Illinois, unable to de-
cide on a name for their baby, set up a 
Facebook poll. People from as far away 
as New Zealand and Iceland voted on 
the names Madelyn, McKenna, Emily, 
and Addilyne. On January 3, the couple 
named their baby girl Madelyn, which 
had won with more than 
1,300 votes. 

Today’s passage opens 
with the momentous oc-
casion of a child’s birth: 
“It was time for Elizabeth 
to have her baby” (v. 57). 
What a time of incredible 
rejoicing for the friends 
and relatives of the happy 
couple! This woman was 
advanced in years, and the text hints 
that she was greatly loved in her com-
munity. And now she had at last given 
birth to a healthy child. Surely this was a 
sign of God’s “great mercy” (v. 58). 

They gathered to circumcise the baby 
boy on the eighth day, and the extended 
family planned to name him “Zechariah” 

like his father. It would follow the tradi-
tion in which the oldest son was given 
the name of the father. 

Zechariah, still mute, relied on Elizabeth 
to deliver the news of their alterna-
tive name. She told the gathering, “He 

is to be called John” (v. 
60). The guests turned to 
Zechariah, who was now 
communicating by tablet. 
They asked him for con-
firmation of Elizabeth’s 
strange pronouncement. 
Zechariah, upholding his 
wife’s declaration and 
God’s wishes, wrote back 
the words: “His name is 
John” (v. 63).

Scripture tells us that immediately fol-
lowing this act of faithful obedience, 
Zechariah regained his speech and  
began praising God. Imagine the won-
derful party that followed, with friends 
and relatives, his wife and new baby, 
able to express his thanks to God for 
this amazing gift!

We live in a world of constant communication. 
Emails, texts, and phone calls all force our 
minds to be so busy that we neglect to focus 
on God. The time of silence in Zechariah’s life 
allowed him to absorb what God had to say. 
Take a “silence” break today—even for ten 
minutes—to allow yourself to focus on what 
the Word of God is saying to you.

Keep our prayers focused on 
Moody Radio’s Programming 
team: Jon Gauger, Nathan 
McMillan, Tricia McMillan, 
and Dan Royle. Please pray 
that the programs they work 
on will have a lasting and 
eternal impact on the lives 
of their listeners.

Read: Luke 1:57–64 Wednesday, December 5

Elizabeth: Naming Her Son

Immediately his 
mouth was opened 

and his tongue 
set free, and he 
began to speak, 
praising God.

Luke 1:64
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William Shakespeare wrote: “If you 
can look into the seeds of time, / And 
tell which grain will grow and which 
will not, / Speak.” The Nativity story 
has two sets of parents who could 
look ahead into the future and predict 
what would happen with their children: 
Zechariah and Elizabeth 
(on whom we focus in 
today’s passage) and  
Joseph and Mary. Both 
sets of parents were 
given a child through  
miraculous, supernatural 
means. Both couples were 
told what to name their 
child. And both couples 
were told the future role for their child. 
Imagine a child growing in your womb 
and already knowing the major role he 
would play in the salvation of the world!

As soon as Zechariah declared the 
name of his son, John, his tongue was 
freed and he began to praise God. Their 
friends and neighbors were filled with 

awe, and word of John’s miraculous 
birth spread throughout the country. 
We are told it was being talked about 
throughout Judea—and people were 
asking, “What then is this child go-
ing to be?” (v. 66). They recognized 
that this was a miraculous birth and a  

special child with a future 
ordained by God.

After years of praying to 
have a child, Zechariah 
now prayed for a bless-
ing for his special son. He 
recognized that God had 
indeed blessed His peo-
ple with redemption. He 

would raise up the “horn of salvation” 
(v. 69), a symbol of power. 

This blessing is linked to another great 
birth story: the promise given to Abra-
ham (v. 73; see Genesis 22). Through this 
child, and soon another, God’s people 
would be delivered from their enemies 
to “serve him without fear” (v. 74).

God had great plans for these two babies: one 
to prepare the way for the Messiah and the 
other to atone for the sins of the world. Have 
you considered that our God is omniscient? He 
knows the beginning and the end. He holds 
your future in His hand—as well as the futures 
of those you love. Ask God today to help you 
trust that He is in control.

We invite you to pray for 
those who serve on Moody 
Radio’s network programs 
Midday Connection (Anita 
Lustrea, Lori Neff, and Melinda 
Schmidt) and Music Thru the 
Night (Mike Kellogg). May they 
experience God’s grace and 
mercy while they work today.

Read: Luke 1:64–75 Thursday, December 6

John the Baptist: A Certain Future

“What then is 
this child going 
to be?” For the 
Lord’s hand was 

with him.
Luke 1:66
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Futuristic novels often portray the end 
of the world as a time of darkness and 
despair. In Cormac McCarthy’s novel 
The Road, a father and son wander the 
landscape of a postapocalyptic nation 
that has been burned and destroyed  
beyond recognition. They struggle to 
stay alive in the midst 
of oppressive darkness. 
There is no light, no sun, 
and no hope.

The words of Zechariah 
as he spoke of the future 
of his son, John the Bap-
tist, portray this tiny child 
as a deliverer of light to 
a dark world. Zechariah continued his 
prayer of dedication: “And you, my 
child, will be called a prophet of the 
Most High” (v. 76). In the Old Testa-
ment, prophets were chosen by God to 
deliver a message to His people. This 
message was sometimes welcome, but 
most often not. A prophet spoke truth—
and sometimes people were unwilling or 
unable to hear.

John would be given a special task: to 
prepare the way of the Lord—to go  
before Jesus and prepare people for 
the Messiah. He would give people “the 
knowledge of salvation” (v. 77). He 
would baptize and teach the forgive-
ness of sins. 

This prayer also shows 
a different side of God, 
which is fully exemplified 
in the life of Jesus Christ. 
God’s love and mercy 
are compared to a light 
shining into a dark world. 
A lovely comparison is 
made to a sunrise. The 

birth of Jesus is like the “rising sun” (v. 
78).

The end of this chapter quickly summa-
rizes the childhood of John the Baptist, 
this baby whose life’s work was pre-
dicted on the day of his circumcision. He 
would grow strong in spirit, live in the 
desert, and then begin a public ministry 
in Israel: preparing the way of the Lord.

Have you ever gotten up early to see a 
sunrise? If you are able, and if the winter sky 
is not too dark, try to do that in the next few 
days. Watching the sunrise from a few pastel 
rays into a full and burning globe reveals an 
image of God’s glory. God’s gift to us this 
season, the birth of His Son, was like the 
sunrise over a darkened, hopeless world.

Moody Radio launched an 
all-Spanish language station 
available on www.radiomoody.
org. Request that God 
empower Elsa Mazon, Gersón 
Garcia, Cindy Rojas, Jonatán 
Alarcón, Juan Marcos Gómez, 
Gonzalo Palacios, and Vanessa 
Polanco to grow this ministry.

Read: Luke 1:76–80 Friday, December 7

John the Baptist: Light in the Darkness

To shine on those 
living in darkness 
and in the shadow 

of death.
Luke 1:79
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In most movie theatres, the feature  
presentation is delayed due to pre-
views of coming attractions. Viewers 
must sit through trailers of future films,  
commercials, and warnings to turn off 
cell phones before the lights finally dim 
and the curtains widen to show the main 
movie. John the Baptist 
recognized that his role 
in life was a preview: 
preparing people for  
the coming of our 
Lord and Savior  
Jesus Christ.

Today’s passage skips 
ahead to the years after 
John the Baptist was born. John was six 
months older than Jesus, and the two 
were relatives, so they probably knew 
one another as children. As he grew 
older, he spent much of his time in the 
wilderness (v. 2). But, like Jesus, the 
time came for his public ministry and he  
began preaching repentance and  
forgiveness in the district “around the 
Jordan” (v. 3). 

As described centuries earlier in Isaiah 
40:3–5, John was the “voice of one  
calling in the wilderness” (v. 4). He urged 
his listeners to prepare for the arrival 
of their promised Messiah. How should 
they do this? Through the set of instruc-
tions in verses 10 through 14. This doesn’t 

imply that they could earn 
their own salvation; rath-
er, people whose lives 
are shaped by the Savior 
will seek to treat others 
justly and mercifully. 

John recognized that he 
was not the focus of the 
message. His job was 

to point his followers to the One who 
could save them. He compared the bap-
tism he offered—water—to the bap-
tism of the “Holy Spirit and fire” that  
Jesus will bring to believers (v. 16). John  
proclaimed his own unworthiness in  
comparison. The image of fire is re-
peated in verse 17, another warning if 
the people refuse to recognize Jesus as 
Lord and repent of their sins.

Jesus Christ should be the main “attraction” 
this holiday season. It is easy to let the prepa-
rations for Christmas to distract us from the 
main event. Be careful not to let our focus on 
Christ’s birth get lost. Set aside time each day 
to recognize Him—not just as a baby in the 
manger, but as the Savior of a needy world.

Pray for the Lord’s leading and 
direction in the life of Moody’s 
executive vice president and 
chief operating officer, Steven 
Mogck. As he and his teams 
manage Moody’s operations, 
may God continually and 
clearly guide all of their plans 
and efforts.

Read: Luke 3:2–18 Saturday, December 8

John the Baptist: Coming Soon

A voice of one 
calling in the 
wilderness, 

“Prepare the way 
for the Lord.”

Luke 3:4
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According to several recent polls, more 
Americans believe in the existence of 
angels (55 percent) than in global warm-
ing (36 percent). In August 2007, a Pew 
poll found that 68 percent of Americans 
believe that “angels and demons are ac-
tive in the world.” 

The story of the Nativ-
ity features one of these 
angels, Gabriel. His name 
means “the strength of 
God,” and he is often 
seen delivering messages 
of God’s kindness. The an-
gel Gabriel is mentioned 
in both the Old and New 
Testaments, first to Daniel 
(Dan. 8:15–16) and later 
in the New Testament, predicting the 
births of John the Baptist and Jesus.

The passage tells us that the angel  
Gabriel was sent by God to Nazareth 
in the “sixth month,” referring to the 
pregnancy of Elizabeth (1:36). The angel 
had previously appeared to Zechariah, 
and now was sent on a second birth 

announcement mission to Mary. To this 
young girl, a virgin, the angel Gabriel 
appears and addresses her with great 
respect: “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you” (v. 28).

Like most humans receiving a heav-
enly visitor, Mary was 
“troubled” by the angel’s 
appearance. Gabriel re-
peated that she has found 
“favor” with God (v. 30). 
The fact that God has 
favored or chosen her 
should allay her fears. He 
then told Mary the reason 
for his visit: she will bear 
a son, in a supernatural 
way, and name Him Jesus. 

This will not be an ordinary baby, be-
cause His destiny will be to reign over 
the house of Jacob forever (vv. 31–33). 

Jesus would not be the son of an earthly 
man, but the “Son of the Most High” (v. 
32). The announcement of this baby cer-
tainly warranted an angelic messenger.

Do you believe that angels are real? More 
than just a beautiful tree topper, these super-
natural beings are present in the world today. 
Angels are not to be worshiped, but they are 
examples that there is more to this world than 
what we can physically see. Thank God for the 
presence of angels who help to accomplish the 
will of the Lord.

God has entrusted Moody with 
campuses in Chicago, Illinois; 
Spokane, Washington; and 
Plymouth, Michigan. Praise the 
Lord for those in Facilities 
Management who help care for 
these properties—Konrad 
Finck, Sarah Blakely, James 
Miedema, and Dannon Zurek.

Read: Luke 1:26–33 Sunday, December 9

The Angel Gabriel: Winged Messenger

He will reign 
over Jacob’s 
descendants 
forever; his 
kingdom will 
never end.

Luke 1:33
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In the classic holiday movie, It’s a  
Wonderful Life, the angel Clarence is 
portrayed as a short, chubby man sent 
to save the life of a man who is down 
on his luck. The angel takes George  
Bailey on a journey to see what life 
would have been like if he had never 
been born. Clarence’s 
mission is a success as he 
shows George that every 
life has a purpose.

In the biblical Nativity 
story, the angel Gabriel 
is sent to tell a young girl 
that her life has a divine 
purpose. Imagine the 
shock of that ordinary 
girl from Nazareth to find 
herself confronted by one of God’s mes-
sengers. Although we will study Mary in 
more detail in a few days, her response 
here is significant. Like Zechariah, she 
questioned the angel’s words: “How will 
this be?” (v. 34).

The angel gave Mary both the practi-
cal and the heavenly explanation. The 

birth of Jesus would not happen the  
ordinary way. This child will be a “holy” 
offspring, the “Son of God” (v. 35).

The angel described this as a moment of 
“overshadowing,” where God’s divine 
purpose dominates over natural earthly 

processes. The birth of 
Jesus Christ, like the birth 
of John the Baptist, would 
be miraculous. We should 
not miss how God’s  
supernatural intervention 
permeates the Nativ-
ity. Things are not done  
in expected ways.  
Angelic beings continue to  
appear. God’s ways  
supersede man’s best and 

worst intentions. 

Before the angel departed, Mary had 
graciously offered her life as the Lord’s 
“servant” (v. 38) to God’s purpose. 
Gabriel reminded her (and us): “For  
no word from God will ever fail”  
(v. 37). What had been promised would 
be fulfilled.

“No word from God will ever fail” (v. 37). As 
you contemplate the supernatural aspects of 
the Nativity, consider the heavenly purpose of 
your own existence. What has God done 
through you so far? How will He use you in 
the future? Today, take time to commit each 
moment of your life to Him and rest on  
His promises.

A team of Public Safety 
officers works around the clock 
at Moody’s Chicago campus to 
ensure a safe environment for 
students, staff, and visitors. Ask 
God to protect Nicholas 
Kobitka, Beau Pieniak, Brian 
Stoffer, and Jerry Zeldenrust 
in their duties today.

Read: Luke 1:34–38 Monday, December 10

Gabriel: Sent for a Purpose

The Holy Spirit 
will come on you, 
and the power of 
the Most High will 
overshadow you.

Luke 1:35
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When chef Mario Batali traced his  
genealogical roots through the PBS se-
ries Faces of America, he discovered that 
his great-great-grandfather left Italy for 
Butte, Montana, in 1899. He later moved 
to Seattle where the family remained. 
As a child, Mario used to watch his 
grandmother cook Italian  
dishes, such as oxtail ravi-
oli.

As we begin our look at 
Joseph, note that his name 
in the Gospel of Matthew 
is preceded by the fam-
ily’s genealogy, which 
traces Joseph’s family 
back to Abraham, recog-
nized as the father of the 
nation of Israel. While Jesus was not  
Joseph’s natural-born son, his legal sta-
tus as Joseph’s son allowed Him to claim 
a right to the throne of David (v. 6). 

Of the four Gospels, Matthew offers a 
distinctively Jewish perspective. There 
is a focus on prophecy and an explicit 
linking of the Old and New Testaments. 

The focus, according to Matthew, is the 
arrival and establishment of Jesus as 
King. It is no wonder, then, that the au-
thor begins with a genealogical record. 
Here is genealogical proof of Jesus’ 
right to the throne.

Verses 1 through 6 trace 
the link between Abra-
ham and David. Verses 7 
through 11 trace the his-
tory of the nation through 
the deportation to Baby-
lon. Verses 12 through 17 
describes how the birth 
of Jesus legally connected 
him to Joseph. 

Since Jesus was born to 
Mary, some consider Joseph less crucial 
to the Nativity. But the presence of his 
genealogy here demonstrates his key 
role in the birth of our Savior. He was  
divinely selected to be the earthly,  
legal father of Jesus, not only because of 
his personal character qualities but also  
because his genealogical heritage 
helped to fulfill prophecy.

Have you traced your physical and spiritual 
heritage? Thank God for the people who have 
shaped and formed you. Whether you have a 
heritage of godly parents or grandparents or 
whether God used other people to influence 
your life, you can be grateful for His divine 
work through others. Pray that you will 
provide godly guidance and a strong heritage!

Continue to pray for Public 
Safety. May the Holy Spirit 
encourage David Bloch, 
George Brown, Steven Cascio, 
Thomas Jackson, and Timothy 
Kirkpatrick and remind them of 
the valuable part they play in 
supporting Moody’s ministries.

Read: Matthew 1:1–17 Tuesday, December 11

Joseph: A Fine Heritage

And Jacob the 
father of Joseph, 
the husband of 

Mary, and Mary 
was the mother of 
Jesus who is called 

the Messiah.
Matthew 1:16
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Did you know that many towns are 
named after Joseph? One famous  
example is San Jose, California, giv-
en its name by colonists from Spain. 
Throughout Christian history many have 
appreciated Joseph: carpenter, husband 
of Mary, and legal father of Jesus.

Our reading for today 
gives us an inside view 
of Joseph’s conversa-
tion with an angel. The 
heavenly visitor declared 
that Joseph should not be 
afraid to take Mary as his 
wife. He is also told that 
she is pregnant, not with 
an ordinary child, but one “conceived” 
by the Holy Spirit (v. 20)

Joseph and Mary were betrothed at the 
time, a tradition much more binding than 
engagement in modern society. When 
a couple was betrothed, it was consid-
ered a legal agreement. Betrothal last-
ed about 12 months, during which time 
preparations for a wedding and the 
couple’s new home would take place.

During this time of betrothal Joseph 
found out that Mary was pregnant. 
Since the couple had not been intimate 
(v. 18), Joseph had a difficult decision to 
make. Should he disgrace Mary—which 
might lead to her death—or “divorce her 
quietly” (v. 19). As he was considering 

these options, an angel 
appeared to him. Joseph, 
heeding the angel’s ad-
vice, took Mary as a wife 
(v. 25).

Little else is known about 
Joseph following the Na-
tivity story. We do know 
that he had a second 

dream that caused the young family to 
flee for Egypt (2:13). We also learn he 
was still alive when Jesus was around 
12 years old, as told in Luke 2:41–42. 
Some Bible scholars assume Joseph died 
sometime following that event, as he is 
not mentioned for the rest of Jesus’ life. 
From what Scripture has revealed about 
this man, though, it is clear that Joseph’s 
life was marked by obedience to God, 
even in difficult circumstances.

Has God ever asked you to trust Him despite 
your doubts? Have you felt God’s leading to 
make a decision that might not make sense to 
those around you? Today, pray that God will 
enable you to trust like Joseph, to hear His 
voice and to follow His will, even when the 
way seems difficult.

Pray for Dr. Larry Davidhizar, 
vice president and dean of the 
Undergraduate School, and his 
executive administrative 
assistant, Paula Siebold. Ask 
God to use this team in mighty 
ways to equip our students to 
serve Christ’s church around 
the world.

Read: Matthew 1:18–25 Wednesday, December 12

Joseph: Faithful Husband

Joseph, son of 
David, do not be 

afraid to take 
Mary home as 

your wife.
Matthew 1:20
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In The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by 
Barbara Robinson, the ornery neigh-
borhood tyrant, Imogene Herdman, 
steals the cherished role of Mary in the 
church pageant. Imogene plays her part 
with a mix of tenderness and aggres-
sion that ends up being a highlight of 
the pageant. At the end, 
the narrator says, “As far 
as I’m concerned, Mary 
is always going to look 
a lot like Imogene Herd-
man—sort of nervous and 
bewildered, but ready to 
clobber anyone who laid 
a hand on her baby.”

Our opinions about Mary 
are often based on a 
mixture of Scripture and tradition. To-
day, we will begin our study with her 
visit to Elizabeth, just after she learned 
she was pregnant. Certainly Mary was 
probably “nervous and bewildered.”  
Scripture doesn’t tell us how old Mary 
was, but Jewish women were commonly 
betrothed as young as 12 or 13 years 
old, so Mary was probably in her teens.

Imagine all the questions she must have 
had: How would Joseph react? How 
would she tell her family? How would 
anyone believe her story? Mary trav-
eled to the home of Elizabeth, her  
relative. Her visit occurred at the sixth 
month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, and 

the sight of Mary caused  
Elizabeth’s baby to leap in 
her womb (v. 41). An amaz-
ing thing then happened:  
Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, prompting 
her to declare to Mary 
and her unborn child: 
“Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the 
child you will bear!” 

God blessed Mary and Elizabeth with 
the companionship of one another 
when they were each experiencing  
miraculous pregnancies, and He blessed  
Elizabeth with the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
She becomes the first person in Scrip-
ture to offer praise to Jesus, even while 
He was still in the womb.

Just as Elizabeth cried out in praise, take a 
moment today to sing quietly (or loudly!) in 
praise to your Savior. Praise Him for His love 
for us. Praise God for this miraculous gift of 
His Son. Praise Him for demonstrating humility 
in coming to this world as a vulnerable baby. 
Praise Him for sacrificing His Son for our sins 
and then raising Him from the dead.

Will you remember our 
students in your prayers? The 
end of the semester is often a 
busy time for students as they 
finish papers and take exams. 
Pray that their minds would be 
renewed with God’s Word and 
their bodies would be sustained 
by His strength.

Read: Luke 1:39–45 Thursday, December 13

Mary: The Miracle Within

Blessed are you 
among women, 
and blessed is 
the child you 

will bear!.
Luke 1:42
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Musician Richard Wu, contributing to 
an album dedicated to the people of 
North Korea, composed a song titled 
“Magnificat.” Explaining his inspiration, 
Wu writes, “My sociology professor in 
college used to remark about how revo-
lutionary Mary’s words were. She was 
just a young girl, and yet 
here she was proclaim-
ing a great reversal and 
challenging the powers 
that be. Far from being 
demure and acquiescent, 
she demonstrated great 
insight into what was  
going on in her day. 
Mary’s words convey a universal long-
ing for the world to be made right.” 

The Magnificat is one of the most beau-
tiful prayers in the Bible, and these  
amazing words were uttered by a 
young girl during one of the most  
challenging times in her life.

Mary had had some time to deal with 
the angel’s news that she would bear 
the Son of God. She had traveled to 

her cousin Elizabeth’s home, where she  
received confirmation that what the 
angel said was true. Rather than be-
ing frightened, Mary was overcome,  
humbled, and profoundly grateful.

Scholars note that numerous quotations 
from the Old Testament 
fill this prayer, demon-
strating the extent that 
Mary knew the Scrip-
tures. She began her 
prayer saying, “My soul 
glorifies the Lord” (v. 46). 
At the very center of her 
being, Mary was lifting up 

the Lord. She was giving all that she was 
and rejoicing in her calling.

Her words are prophetic, as she not-
ed that generations would “call me 
blessed” (v. 48). Certainly Mary has 
become one of the most celebrated and 
revered figures from biblical history. But 
she put the emphasis where it belonged, 
on God Himself. She celebrated the fact 
that God, the “Mighty One” (v. 49), will 
change the world.

What will God do through you? Are you a 
willing vessel for His mighty work? Sometimes 
we want God to do things for us. At the very 
least, we want Him to do great things that 
will prove our worth. Mary’s prayer, the 
Magnificat, suggests just the opposite. She 
would be blessed when God showed His 
mighty hand through her life.

Praise God for faculty serving 
in the Pastoral Studies 
Department—Kirk Baker, 
Michael Boyle, and John 
Koessler—who are training a 
new generation of men and 
women to develop innovative 
ministry strategies.

Read: Luke 1:46–51 Friday, December 14

Mary: The Blessed One

The Mighty One 
has done great 
things for me.

Luke 1:49
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I have been a 
Christian for the last 
several years, having 
previously lived as a 

believer “in name only.” After 
being born again I found myself 
committed to living for Christ 
and wanting to do whatever He 
asked. Jesus has changed the 
way I live my life. Lately people 
refer to me as one of “those 
evangelical Christians,” like it 
is some kind of disease. They 
make it sound as if I am part 
of a deluded lot. They seem to 
think that if I’m an evangelical 
Christian, I have nothing to 
offer in a reasoned discussion. 
What does the term evangelical 
Christian really mean? 

A Christian is one who 
desires to be like Christ. 
Christ is the light, and we 
are reflections of that light. 

An evangelist is one who has good 
news to share. An evangelical Christian, 
therefore, is someone who wants to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
The priority or sense of purpose for 
evangelical Christians is sharing the 
good news that Jesus Christ has come 
into the world to save sinners. We are 
all sinners, and therefore all need a 
Savior—and His name is Jesus. 

We don’t have to slink away from the 
term evangelical. “For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, because it is the power of 

God that brings salvation to everyone 
who believes” (Rom. 1:16). As a 
believer, I have no higher calling than 
sharing my faith and presenting Christ 
as the only Savior. The news in this 
world may often be downright bad, but 
the Good News we share is good news 
for all. You may hold your head high 
and be an unapologetic evangelical 
Christian. As evangelicals we’ve got the 
Good News. So let’s share it! 

Could Jesus have 
sinned? 

The question keeps popping 
up, probably because it’s 
hard for us to imagine a 
human being who never 

got it wrong. We’ve known Christians 
who’ve sinned less than others. But 
none of us have known anyone who has 
always, for every single day of life, been 
completely perfect.
 
Of course, not only was Jesus fully 
human, He was also fully God. The 
Word of God makes it clear that Jesus, 
the incarnate God, never sinned: 
“For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, just as we 
are—yet he did not sin” (Heb. 4:15). 
Any temptation He faced was directed 
to His human nature. Every human 
being is tempted, but the divine nature 
could not be tempted. James said, 

Continued on next page

Question and Answer
By Michael Kellogg, Moody Radio Host
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The temptations we face can be rejected by Christ’s divine life 
that indwells us through the Holy Spirit.

“When tempted, no one should say, 
‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot 
be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone” (James 1:13). 

There is good news here for believers 
in Jesus. The temptations we face on 
a daily basis (and sometimes on a 
moment-by-moment basis) can also 
be rejected by Christ’s divine life that 
indwells us through the Holy Spirit. Just 
as Christ rejected the temptations He 
faced in His human nature, you too, 
can reject those temptations through the 
power of a risen and victorious Lord 
who lives in you and whose Spirit gives 
you strength.

If a Christian is living a 
life of faith and obeying 
the Word of God, is 
it really possible for 

him or her to ever be continually 
depressed? I have friends who 
have gone through serious crises 
that have knocked them for a 
loop. And it just doesn’t seem 
right that Christians with mental 
illness or depression should ever 
have to take medication if they 
truly practiced their faith and 
believed. 

What if I asked you if it 
were possible for a Christian 
to suffer from diabetes or 
heart disease or arthritis? 

Should this Christian go to a doctor for 
treatment, including a regular regimen 
of medication?

Of course Christians can get sick, and 
it is perfectly appropriate for us to seek 
out the knowledge and skill of medical 
doctors for treatment. We still recognize 
that God is the Great Physician, but 
we are also thankful that He has given 
doctors the resources to treat the illnesses 
that afflict our bodies and minds. 

Mental illness is very real, and medical 
science has provided medications and 
practices that help millions of people. 
Some people consider antidepressant 
drugs as a cop-out of faith. But for some 
patients, antidepressant drugs treat 
chemical imbalances in their bodies. 
Others may be helped by paying 
attention to God’s principles for a healthy 
life and godly life, following guidelines 
of rest and dealing with stress. But the 
bottom line is that it’s all about God.

A time is coming when there will be no 
more sickness or death, but this side of 
heaven we often find ourselves in the 
midst of a valley of tears with much 
physical pain and emotional suffering. 
You may be thinking, “Can’t we just 
pray and ask God to provide an instant 
cure to remove a particular thorn in our 
flesh or soul that were dealing with?” 
And of course we can ask God for a 
miracle. We can also accept the miracle 
He has already provided in medications 
that He has allowed men and women 
to research and develop which have 
helped countless patients to overcome 
disease or live with both physical and 
mental illness. We can thank God for  
all that!

Continued from previous page
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Matt and Lana Shaw, graduates of 
Moody Bible Institute, saw the over-
whelming needs of the homeless in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, and decided 
to help. Following the example of Matt’s 
parents who had started a similar min-
istry in the Philippines, they founded 
Speak Up magazine, a 
street paper that “gives 
a voice to those without 
one.” The magazine is 
sold by homeless people 
who work as vendors. 
“We felt like we needed 
to speak up for people 
who can’t speak up for 
themselves,” Matt said.

In this second half of her 
prayer, “The Magnificat,” Mary turned 
the attention away from herself and 
toward the power of God, who, in His 
great mercy, gives a voice to those 
without one. Mary’s prayer is a study 
of these types of contrasts. God is por-
trayed as helping the weak, the humble, 
and the hungry, and crushing those who 
are rich and powerful. 

Mary recognized that in comparison to 
the eternal nature and absolute power 
of the Almighty, her earthly role is in-
significant. Martin Luther, writing on the 
Magnificat, said, “The eyes of the world 
and of men . . . look only above them.” 
He contrasted this with God who “looks 

into the depths with their 
need and misery and is 
nigh unto all that are in 
the depths.” 

In her vulnerability, Mary 
noted the power of the 
Lord. “He has performed 
mighty deeds with his 
arm” (v. 51). This is taken 
from Psalm 98:1. God is 
also powerful, but also 

merciful. He is mighty, but gentle. 

The chapter notes that Mary stayed 
with Elizabeth for three months, leav-
ing before the birth of John the Baptist. 
Mary must have been encouraged by 
her time with Elizabeth, reminded of the 
power of God and His ability to work 
in even those impossible circumstances. 

Consider how you can lift up the humble in a 
way that honors God. Can you support the 
work of an organization that helps those in 
need? Can you help someone who is struggling 
this month? During this Christmas season, 
remember the words of Mary as she reveals 
the heart of God, not with the mighty, but with 
the lowly and the humble.

Continuing our prayers for 
faculty in the Pastoral Studies 
Department at Moody’s 
undergraduate school in 
Chicago, pray for Pamela 
MacRae, Winfred Neely, and 
William Torgeson. Ask the 
Father to rejuvenate them 
during Christmas break.

Read: Luke 1:51–56 Saturday, December 15

Mary: Power of the Almighty

He has filled the 
hungry with good 

things but has 
sent away the 

rich empty.
Luke 1:53
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Caesar Augustus was the first emperor 
of the Roman Empire. He was born in  
63 b.c. and died in a.d. 14, ruling Rome 
as emperor for 45 years. He was the 
grandnephew of Julius Caesar and 
known for the peace and prosperity he 
brought to the Roman Empire.

Caesar Augustus allowed 
the Jews to retain their 
religion, but Rome was 
still the political authority. 
Unknowingly setting the 
stage for the Christmas 
pageant, the emperor 
issued a decree that a 
census be taken. This com-
mand is why Joseph and 
his pregnant wife, Mary, 
left home and traveled to his ancestral 
home of Bethlehem (vv. 3–4). Although 
he didn’t know it, Caesar Augustus ful-
filled the Old Testament prophecy found 
in Micah 5:2, “But you, Bethlehem Eph-
rathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for 
me one who will be ruler over Israel.”  
Because of the decree given by Caesar 

and carried out by government officials 
like Quirinius, Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem and perfectly fulfilled the prophecy 
recorded in Micah.

Interestingly, while Caesar Augustus 
was the most important person in the 

world at the time, in the 
story of the Nativity he 
is a secondary player at 
most. He is in the back-
ground, part of the stage 
props. Augustus may have 
brought peace to the Ro-
man Empire, but the tiny 
baby to be born would 
bring eternal peace with 
God to the whole world. 
Augustus would eventu-

ally pass into the pages of history, while 
Jesus is the focal point of all history.

While Caesar wanted Joseph and Mary 
to travel the long journey to Bethlehem 
for political reasons, God used the rul-
er’s actions for His own divine reason: 
to transport the couple to the birthplace 
of His Son.

Many people get stressed about politics. 
While we should pray for our leaders and 
participate as citizens of our given countries, 
we must also remember that our true citizen-
ship is of another country. God can and will 
work in our lives in ways that go far beyond 
any type of governmental control. Praise God 
today for His divine and eternal leadership.

Greg Thornton, senior vice 
president of Media, would 
appreciate your prayers as he 
leads Moody Radio and Moody 
Publishers. Please also include 
his executive administrative 
assistant, Karen Waddles, in 
your prayers.

Read: Luke 2:1–3; 
         Matthew 22:15–22

Sunday, December 16

Caesar Augustus: Giving the Decree

In those days 
Caesar Augustus 
issued a decree 

that a census 
should be taken 

of the entire 
Roman world.

Luke 2:1
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The word motel comes from two words, 
motor and hotel. As the U.S. highway 
system expanded, more motels opened 
to offer clean beds and hot showers  
for travelers who needed a break from 
the road. 

Many a traveler had 
the experience of pull-
ing into a motel parking 
lot late at night, only to 
find the blinking sign: “No  
Vacancy.” The pre-
dicament for Mary and  
Joseph was similar, but 
even more dire.  They 
were weary from their 
hundred-mile journey, 
desperate for a place to 
rest—and Mary was about to give birth. 

Although an innkeeper is not specifically 
mentioned in the scriptural account, he is 
often a fixture in pageants. He is the one 
who turns away Joseph’s request for a 
place to stay and then offers his stable. 
The word inn in several Bible transla-
tions was probably not like our concept 

of a motel. It probably was more like a 
guesthouse or guest room in the home 
of a distant relative. Since the census 
decree had brought many people into 
Bethlehem, most homes there were like-
ly already filled to capacity with visitors 
and extended family. 

Though a specific inn-
keeper is not referenced 
in the Gospels, we do 
know that conventional 
lodging was not available 
for Mary and Joseph, and 
they found themselves 
camping in a barn when 
Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
Mary “wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a 

manger” (v. 7). A manger was a feeding 
trough for animals, typically kept in a 
stable or stall. An innkeeper or relative 
did not provide a comfortable bed and 
warm meal for Mary, Joseph, and the 
new baby Jesus. But God still provided 
for their needs, with shelter and even  
a protected place for the newborn Son 
to sleep.

As you prepare for Christmas, consider the 
humble and simple beginnings of our Savior. 
He did not have grand preparations or a 
luxurious nursery. He was born in a stable, and 
placed in a simple manger. Is there room in 
your holiday celebration for Jesus? Do not let 
these busy days push the real reason for 
Christmas from your heart and home.

Focusing our prayers on 
Moody Publishers, ask the 
Holy Spirit to encourage the 
editorial team: Carolyn 
McDaniel, Elizabeth 
Newenhuyse, and Pamela Pugh.

Read: Luke 2:4–7 Monday, December 17

Innkeeper: No Room for Jesus

She gave birth to 
her firstborn, a 

son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and 

placed him in 
a manger.

Luke 2:7
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Dr. Seuss’s infamous Grinch is one of the 
nastiest Christmas villains. The Grinch 
has a heart “two sizes too small.” He 
is angry at the Whos who gather each 
year to celebrate. To ruin their holiday, 
he steals their decorations, food, and 
gifts. To his surprise, the Grinch cannot 
destroy the true meaning 
of Christmas. “He puzzled 
and puzzled till his puz-
zler was sore. Then the 
Grinch thought of some-
thing he hadn’t before. 
Maybe Christmas, he 
thought . . . doesn’t come 
from a store. Maybe 
Christmas, perhaps . . . 
means a little bit more!”

King Herod is a villainous character in 
the Christmas story. Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea “during the time 
of King Herod” (v. 1). At the beginning 
of Luke 2 we saw two political fig-
ures mentioned—Caesar Augustus and 
Quirinius—but they function as part of 
the backdrop and setting for the story 
rather than as major characters. 

Magi, or wise men, arrived from the 
east to inquire about Jesus’ where-
abouts. They told Herod that they had 
seen a star that signified the arrival of a 
great king, and they had come to wor-
ship him. Instantly, King Herod was on 
edge. We know from historical sourc-

es that Herod was both  
jealous and brutal, even 
having his own sons killed 
if he sensed any threat to 
his throne. 

Verse 3 describes his 
state of mind as being 
“disturbed” (v. 3)—and 
not just him, but also the 

rest of the country. Herod gathered a 
meeting of key political and religious 
advisors, and they told him about the  
ancient prophecy that Jesus was now ful-
filling (vv. 5–6). Herod recalled the Magi 
in order to put his plot into motion. His 
request of them, “go and search care-
fully for the child” (v. 8), sounds innocent 
enough, but those familiar with villains 
know better than assume that Herod 
now desired worship over power. 

For all of his earthly power, Herod could not 
control this turn of events in his life. As he tried 
to manipulate others, he hardened his heart 
against the Messiah. Are there areas of your 
life that you fear losing control? Ask God to 
help you rest in His power, and to bend each 
area of your life to His will.

Continuing our prayers for the 
editorial team at Moody 
Publishers, lift up Christopher 
Reece and James Vincent, as 
well as editorial assistant 
Brittany Biggs. May God grant 
them success in developing 
resources that help people to 
love and serve Jesus Christ.

Read: Matthew 2:1–8 Tuesday, December 18

Herod: Jealous King

Where is the one 
that has been born 
king of the Jews?

Matthew 2:2
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King Herod, known for expanding the 
reconstructed temple in Jerusalem, 
was even more renowned for his evil 
deeds, including ordering the execution 
of his wife and sons. According to the 
Jewish historian Josephus, Herod was 
concerned in his final days that no one 
would grieve his death. 
He ordered that when he 
died, a group of distin-
guished men should also 
be killed, so that displays 
of grief would take place. 
(His family did not carry 
out his wishes.)

Our passage describes 
the actions of the desperate king trying 
to hold on to his earthly power in the 
face of a heavenly rival. After the Magi 
left, an angel again appeared to Joseph 
in a dream. This time the angel warned 
that Joseph, Mary, and Jesus should 
leave Bethlehem and go to Egypt to 
hide. Foiled by the lack of cooperation 
by the Magi in his first attempt to locate 

this young King, Herod now took more 
drastic measures to end any competition 
for his throne. 

His next actions were horrific: he  
ordered the slaying of all boys age 
two and under, hoping to eliminate any 

chance of survival for 
this promised King (v. 16). 
The Bible tells us that this  
action on Herod’s behalf 
was actually a fulfillment 
of prophecy (v. 17). How 
could anyone destroy the 
lives of children to pro-
tect his own ambition? 

After the slaughter of the boys of Beth-
lehem, Herod’s reign did not last long. 
He died, and according to Josephus it 
was a particularly painful and gruesome 
death. The angel informed Joseph it was 
now safe to leave their hiding place in 
Egypt and return to Nazareth. Despite 
all of his earthly power, Herod failed. 
God prevailed.

Allow yourself to grieve for the children of 
Bethlehem who were killed in Herod’s attempt 
to eliminate God’s chosen King. And children 
continue to be killed and victimized by adults 
all over the world, even today. Then remem-
ber that evil will never ultimately prevail. We 
must hold fast to this promise: God is greater 
than Satan—and He will triumph.

Ken Heulitt, chief financial 
officer, appreciates your 
prayer support today. Ask God 
to give Ken wisdom as he leads 
his team at Moody. May their 
diligent efforts help Moody 
continue to make the most of 
the resources God provides 
through friends like you.

Read: Matthew 2:13–19 Wednesday, December 19

Herod: Evil Unleashed

Out of Egypt I 
called my son.

Matthew 2:15
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The announcement of Christ’s birth to the 
shepherds is often pictured as idyllic and 
quiet. The reality of a shepherd’s daily 
life, however, was probably far differ-
ent. Ralph Gower, in his book The New 
Manners and Customs of Bible Times, 
said that sheep needed constant protec-
tion. Lions and bears and 
other wild animals could 
easily threaten the flock. 
He notes that Amos (3:12) 
tells the story of a shep-
herd trying to remove his 
sheep from a lion’s mouth. 
The shepherd often had  
to fight back against 
predators who might 
threaten his sheep and  
his livelihood.

The Gospel of Luke tells us that in the 
same region where Christ was being 
born, some shepherds were guarding 
their flocks through the darkness of night 
(2:8). Their evening was interrupted, not 
by a vicious lion, but by the angel of the 
Lord. The sight of the angel was bright 
and glorious, and the shepherds’ first 

reaction was not excitement or joy but 
fear (v. 9). 

The angel was quick to reassure the 
shepherds. They were told that they 
did not need to be frightened, because 
this message was full of joy. It would  

impact not only their lives, 
but also the lives of “all the  
people” (v. 10). 

The angel then issued a 
heavenly birth announce-
ment. The shepherds were 
told that the Messiah had 
been born! This was not 
an ordinary baby, but 
rather the Savior that 
countless generations had 

longed to see. No wonder the shepherds 
were willing to leave their sheep, and 
we should not miss the significance here. 
They were leaving their livelihood un-
guarded against thieves and predators 
for the opportunity to see the Messiah. 
The word from the angel was true: the 
shepherds found the infant Jesus swad-
dled and placed in a manger. 

Shepherds were working men, with hours of 
exhausting work; the announcement of Jesus’ 
birth came first to them. They didn’t rank high 
on society’s scale, but God valued them 
enough to invite them to see the Messiah. How 
do you value the people around you? Resolve 
to invite anyone, no matter where they are on 
society’s scale, to meet and know the Savior.

Will you lift up in prayer Diane 
Hill and Berdia Marshall in the 
Financial Aid Office? Ask the 
Father to lead them throughout 
the year as they receive 
financial aid applications, 
helping our undergrad students 
graduate without the burden of 
student loans. 

Read: Luke 2:8–12 Thursday, December 20

The Shepherds: Attentive Audience

Do not be afraid.  
I bring you good 

news that will 
cause great joy 

for all the people.
Luke 2:10
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Many cultures have traditions to cele-
brate the arrival of a baby. In the United 
States, some display a wooden cut-out 
stork on their front lawn. Others send 
out engraved announcements featuring 
the photo, weight, and other details of 
the new arrival. Baby Jesus had his birth  
announced by a great 
company of angels (2:13).

The appearance of the 
heavenly beings comes 
directly following the  
angel’s announcement. 
We are told that “a great 
company of the heavenly 
host” was praising God. 
This supernatural birth 
brought honor and glory 
to God. Notice that verse 14, which 
states, “on whom his favor rests,” fore-
shadows the words of God the Father at 
Jesus’ baptism in Luke 3:22. When Jesus 
was baptized, the heavens opened for 
the Holy Spirit and the voice of God. In 
that moment, the Father said: “You are 
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” The Trinity was expressed 

in that moment, bearing witness to the  
favor on Jesus.

When the angels disappeared from 
their heavenly choir, the shepherds had 
no doubt about what to do next. They 
immediately turned to one another, not 

to rationalize away the 
appearance, but to fol-
low the angel’s command 
to go to Bethlehem. They 
wanted to see for them-
selves what the heavenly 
host had declared to be 
true. They went to Bethle-
hem in a hurry (v. 16) and 
found Mary and Joseph 
and the baby Jesus. 

The shepherds did not come bearing 
gifts. Instead, they revealed to the young 
couple the news of the divine announce-
ment, no doubt again confirming the  
reality of the baby’s identity. They did 
not keep this wonderful news to them-
selves, but “spread the word” about the 
birth of the Savior (vv. 17, 20).

The Christmas story is about good news, news 
so exciting that it was announced by angels 
and shared by shepherds. Pray today that God 
will use this holiday season to allow you the 
opportunity to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ. The miraculous nature of His birth and 
life are too wonderful to keep to yourself.

Join us in praying for Dr. Junias 
Venugopal, provost and dean 
of education, as well as his 
executive administrative 
assistant, Denise Kuypers. May 
God fill them with the wisdom 
and grace required to serve 
Moody’s undergraduate school 
and seminary with excellence.

Read: Luke 2:13–20 Friday, December 21

The Shepherds: Baby’s First Visitors

 Glory to God 
in the highest 

heaven, and on 
earth peace to 

those on whom his 
favor rests.

Luke 2:14
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After a play, actors take a curtain call. 
Traditionally, the minor characters  
appear first. As the audience applauds, 
the actors and actresses continue to 
emerge in reverse order of importance 
until finally the star of the show arrives. 
At this point, the audience rises to their 
feet because this charac-
ter, indeed, is the central 
focus of the show.

In this passage we focus 
on the central reason for 
Christmas: our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. He  
arrived as a baby; God’s 
Son was sent to earth in 
human form (Phil. 2:5–8). He is fully God 
and fully man.

The shepherds and Jesus’ parents rec-
ognized that this was no ordinary baby 
(vv. 17, 19). They had all received mes-
sages given to them by angels! After 
Jesus’ birth, the word spread thanks to 
the shepherds who had come to see Him. 
Eight days later, as was tradition, Jesus 
was named and circumcised. His parents 

were obedient to God and gave Him the 
name assigned by the angel (1:31). 

Scripture doesn’t give much information 
about Jesus’ childhood other than that 
the “grace of God was on him” (2:40). 
Like any human child, He grew taller 

and stronger and learned 
more. We can infer from 
what the Bible tells us 
about Joseph and Mary 
that they reared Him in a 
home that feared the Lord 
and knew the Scriptures.

When Jesus was 12, he 
went to the temple during 

the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and then 
engaged the religious scholars there in 
conversation. When his parents found 
Him, Jesus gave them an unusual expla-
nation: “Why were you searching for 
me? . . . Didn’t you know I had to be in 
my Father’s house?” (v. 49). Mary and 
Joseph could not deny the truth and wis-
dom of this special child who was grow-
ing from their miraculous baby into His 
public ministry as God’s Messiah.

While human traditions like Santa Claus and 
Christmas trees often try to claim the spotlight, 
the focus must remain firmly on our Lord and 
Savior. Set aside a few moments right now, 
and perhaps later with your loved ones, to 
thank God for sending His Son in such a unique 
and supernatural way. May we, following His 
example, grow in wisdom and grace.

Will you join the Student 
Programs staff—Joe Gonzales, 
Sarah Green, and Nok 
Prukpitikul—in praying for 
Moody’s student leaders? May 
they be refreshed by the Lord 
during Christmas break, 
preparing them for the 
upcoming spring semester.

Read: Luke 2:16–21, 39–52 Saturday, December 22

Jesus: The Holy Child

He was named 
Jesus, the name 
the angel had 

given him before 
he was conceived.

Luke 2:21
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Every year, actor Will Smith returns to 
Philadelphia to support nonprofits that 
work against violence. Last year, he and 
his son returned to applaud the efforts  
of a program helping teens in  
underprivileged communities. When  
movie stars visit their hometowns, they  
usually make headlines. It 
is wonderful when they 
use this attention to focus 
on important causes.

In today’s passage, Jesus 
returned to Nazareth, 
where He was born, and 
again preached at the 
synagogue. The passage 
follows His baptism by 
John the Baptist and His 
temptation in the desert in Luke 4. By this 
time word had spread about Jesus and 
His message. His teaching in synagogues 
was well received (vv. 14–15).

While most of our traditional Christmas 
decorations feature Jesus as a baby, His 
purpose on earth went far beyond His 
infancy. To demonstrate that purpose, 

Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah 61 to 
announce His anointing and commission-
ing by the Holy Spirit. This text describes 
the purpose of Christ’s coming: “to  
proclaim the good news to the poor” 
and to “set the oppressed free” (v. 18). 

Jesus read the passage 
and sat down. He had 
the attention of every-
one in the synagogue. He 
chose that moment, in His 
hometown, among those 
He had known His entire 
life, to reveal His heav-
enly purpose. “Today,”  
Jesus said, “this scripture is  
fulfilled in your hearing” 
(v. 21). 

Initially the people responded posi-
tively to this declaration, but they also 
had questions. They wondered how this 
ordinary young man could claim to be 
the fulfillment of prophecy: “Isn’t this  
Joseph’s son?” (v. 22). Jesus was claim-
ing to be the Son of God, sent to redeem 
the world.

One good way to begin a discussion about 
your faith is to ask the person who they think 
Jesus is. As you listen, their answer will reveal 
their beliefs about the Son of God and allow 
you to share your own faith. Especially during 
this season, may we share the news about the 
salvation found in Jesus.

Christine Gorz, vice president 
of corporate communications, 
oversees Integrated Marketing, 
Customer Service Center, and 
Event and Guest Services. She 
welcomes your prayers for her 
and her staff as they 
communicate in print, online, 
and over the phone.

Read: Luke 4:14–22 Sunday, December 23

Jesus: Son of Man

The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me, 

because He has 
anointed me to 
proclaim good 

news to the poor.
Luke 4:18
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The carol, “Hark! the Herald Angels 
Sing,” was written in 1739 by Charles 
Wesley, who with his brother John Wes-
ley founded the Methodist movement. 
Although the title of the carol focuses on 
angels, the verses expound on the role 
of Jesus Christ as Savior. The last lines 
explain His purpose: “Mild 
he lays his glory by / Born 
that man no more may die 
/ Born to raise the sons of 
earth / Born to give them 
second birth.”

Jesus did not remain as 
a baby in a manger. His  
purpose was to die in  
order to provide  
salvation for the “sons of 
earth.” Wesley’s words, “mild he lays 
his glory by,” describe how Jesus set 
aside His heavenly glory to take on the 
flesh and blood of humanity.

Today, we move to the Gospel of John. 
This Gospel does not record the birth of 
Christ, but instead examines His role as 
the Son of God and His divine nature. 

In chapter 17, Jesus was praying after 
speaking to His disciples before His cru-
cifixion. He acknowledged His earthly 
purpose as “finishing the work you [God 
the Father] gave me to do” (v. 4).

Jesus was given authority over all of 
humanity (v. 2). Before His 
birth He was with God the 
Father “before the world 
began” (v. 5).  J. Oswald 
Sanders notes, “Jesus 
was unique among men in 
that His birth did not mark 
His origin, but only His  
appearance as a man on 
the stage of time.” He 
was sent with a message 
to the world (v. 8). Here, 

Jesus offers a beautiful plea for us  
before the Father. Later in the chapter, 
Jesus asks God for the protection and 
sanctification of His people (v. 19).

Even in the hours before He went to 
the Cross, Jesus Christ our Savior was  
focused not on Himself, but on the world 
He was born to save.

Do you know Jesus as your personal Savior? 
While we celebrate Christmas and enjoy the 
stories of the baby in the manger, we must 
realize this baby was born to save us from our 
sins and to guarantee us eternal life. He was 
born so that we should not die eternally 
separated from God. If you aren’t sure if you 
have salvation, call 1-800-NEED HIM today.

Moody Radio station KMBI 
broadcasts out of studios in 
Spokane, Washington. Please 
join us in praying that God 
would use Gordon Canaday, 
Rich Monteith, Jodi Murphy, 
and Chris Wright to help 
listeners focus on Jesus Christ.

Read: John 17:1–12 Monday, December 24

Jesus: Savior, Born to Die

Now this is eternal 
life: that they 
know you, the 
only true God, 

and Jesus Christ, 
whom you 
have sent.
John 17:1–12
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One of our most beloved carols, “Joy 
to the Word,” was not originally writ-
ten to celebrate Christmas.  Isaac Watts 
wrote the words to this hymn as a para-
phrase of Psalm 98 for his 1719 publica-
tion, The Psalms of David Imitated. Watts 
interprets this psalm emphasizing Christ 
as King. Author Albert  
Bailey writes, “It is one 
of the most joyous Christ-
mas hymns in existence; 
not in the sense of merry-
making, but in the deep 
and solemn realization 
of what Christ’s birth has 
meant to mankind.”

Herod was threatened by 
the news of Jesus’ birth 
because those who were searching 
for Him spoke of a new King. Although  
Jesus was born a humble baby, He was 
indeed the Son of God and would rule 
the world for eternity. Psalm 98:8–9 
says, “Let the mountains sing together 
for joy; let them sing before the Lord, 
for he comes to judge the earth.”

Christ as King is also a theme in Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians. He commended 
them for their faith in Jesus, then prayed 
that they would truly understand their 
eternal calling (v. 18).  He spoke about 
God’s purpose for Jesus: not to remain 
a child in a manger, but to be raised 

from the dead and seated 
at the right hand of God 
in a position of ultimate 
power and authority (vv. 
19–20). This authority is 
further detailed in the rest 
of the chapter.

Every knee will bow.  
All names, the ones pres-
ent now and the ones to 
come, will be subjected 

to Christ as King. These verses leave 
no exception. They leave no doubt that  
Jesus Christ was not simply a good  
man or godly preacher. He holds  
authority over the past, present, and 
future. He rules completely. “Joy to 
the world; the Lord is come! Let earth  
receive her King.” 

Merry Christmas! What a wonderful reason to 
celebrate—the birth of our Savior, Lord, and 
King. If you enjoy music as a way of celebrat-
ing this special day, sing or listen to this 
favorite carol. Rejoice that through His love 
and grace, you have received the most 
precious gift of all—an eternal inheritance as 
the child of the King!

As we celebrate the birth of 
Christ today, express gratitude 
to the Father for the One who 
became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us so that we 
might know Him (John 1:14).

Read: Ephesians 1:15–23 Tuesday, December 25

Jesus: Heavenly King

He raised Christ 
from the dead and 
seated him at his 
right hand in the 
heavenly realms.

Ephesians 1:20
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On the day following Christmas, it is 
easy to assume that the significant parts 
of the Christmas story are past. We 
have studied angels, John the Baptist, 
Herod, and even Jesus. Yet, in the days 
following Christ’s birth, we meet sever-
al individuals who exhibit long-suffering 
faith. The first of these  
is Simeon.

We know Simeon was 
“righteous and devout” 
man (v. 25). He was in  
Jerusalem when Mary 
and Joseph brought  
Jesus to the temple for 
dedication. We know that  
Simeon was a man of 
God: “the Holy Spirit was 
on him” (v. 25). He had been looking  
his entire life for “the consolation of  
Israel” (v. 25). God had promised him 
that he would not die without see-
ing Jesus. What an amazing moment it 
must have been when he held Jesus in 
his arms—the answer to his prayers and 
those of his nation.

For the Jewish people, the consola-
tion of Israel was the reward for lives 
of waiting and suffering. The promised 
Messiah would prove the faithfulness 
of God. In 1843, one Jewish writer  
explained this sense of longing, “Sure-
ly the Lord will reward your confiding 

trust; and may He give 
you, and all those who 
await His coming, glory 
instead of ashes, the oil 
of gladness instead of 
mourning, the robe of 
praise instead of the spirit 
of heaviness.”

While the consolation of 
Israel was focused on the 
Jewish people, John Piper 

notes that this longing remains for each 
of us today: “If there is any deep long-
ing in your heart for a consolation and 
comfort that this world cannot satisfy, 
it is because God is preparing you to  
recognize and receive his gift: Jesus 
Christ, the consolation of Israel. Don’t 
seek it anywhere but in him.”

What are you longing for today? Sometimes 
our sense of sadness following great celebra-
tions is a reflection of our heavenly calling. 
Nothing on this earth will ever truly satisfy the 
deepest longing of our hearts. As Piper 
advises, “Don’t seek it anywhere but in him.” 
Ask God today, and allow Him, to fulfill the 
deepest longings of your heart.

Please uphold in prayer Frank 
Leber, vice president of 
information systems, and his 
executive administrative 
assistant, Elizabeth Larsen. May 
God equip this team with the 
knowledge, wisdom, and 
strength they need each day.

Read: Luke 2:22–26 Wednesday, December 26

Simeon: Seeking Consolation

The Holy Spirit 
[revealed] that 

he would not die 
before he had 
seen the Lord’s 

Messiah.
Luke 2:26
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A poem by Robert Herrick describes 
the Candlemas tradition: “Down with 
the rosemary, and so / Down with the 
bays and mistletoe; / Down with the 
holly, ivy, all, / Wherewith ye dress’d 
the Christmas Hall.” Candlemas is  
celebrated 40 days past Christmas, tra-
ditionally when decora-
tions and greenery would 
be removed from people’s 
home. It signifies the day 
when Mary and Joseph 
took Jesus to the temple to  
be blessed. 

Jewish law stipulat-
ed that women had 
to come to the temple for purifica-
tion forty days after bearing a male 
child. Mary and Joseph followed 
the law and brought their infant to  
the temple. There they met Simeon,  
who took Jesus in his arms and blessed 
him. Simeon’s words are moving  
and prophetic.

He identified Jesus as Messiah—“my 
eyes have seen your salvation” (v. 30). 

He also declared that this coming of 
the Savior was not just for the Jewish 
people, but would also extend to the 
Gentiles (v. 32). He then described the 
pain that would happen to both Jesus 
and Mary as a result of the sacrifice He 
would make (vv. 34–35). 

Joseph and Mary “mar-
veled” at the things 
that Simeon said (v. 33). 
While they had both  
experienced angelic vis-
its, they were learning 
more and more about their 
baby, the Son of God,  
who would grow up to be 

their Savior. 

Simeon’s prayer of blessing in vers-
es 29 through 32 has remained an  
integral part of churches today as part  
of liturgy, Scripture reading, and  
prayers. These words have even been 
set to music because they so beauti-
fully represent the wonder and glory of  
the Incarnation. 

When you take down Christmas decorations, 
consider marking the event by meditating on 
this passage. What does Christmas mean in 
your life? How has the coming of Christ made 
a lasting difference that extends far beyond 
the reach of the December holiday? How can 
you testify to others about the way that Jesus 
brings light to the world?

Moody Radio’s Engineering 
Services would be grateful for 
your prayer support. Ask the 
Lord to help Rodney Simon and 
Mark Williames as they take 
care of the recording 
equipment used to produce 
programs for millions of 
listeners around the world. 

Read: Luke 2:27–35 Thursday, December 27

Simeon: Seeing Salvation

For my eyes 
have seen 

your salvation.
Luke 2:30
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Peggy and Billy Harris were married six 
weeks before he left to serve as a pilot 
in World War II. Shortly after, he was 
reported missing in action, and Peggy 
was left a widow. In 2005, she learned 
that Billy had died in 1944 in Nazi- 
occupied northern France. As his plane 
went down, the brave 
pilot managed to avoid 
a small village, sparing 
hundreds of lives. In grati-
tude, the village buried 
him and even named a 
street in his honor. More 
than fifty years later, 
Peggy learned that her 
husband’s memory had 
been honored in this  
village for decades.

In today’s passage, we meet a widow 
named Anna. Anna had also spent a life-
time of waiting and mourning. She had 
lived as a widow for most of her adult 
life. Her husband died after they had 
been married for just seven years (vv. 
36–37). In addition to her identity as a 

widow, Anna was a devoted servant of 
God and is described as a prophet. 

In the New Testament era, young  
widows were left without economic  
support, and so they were encouraged 
to remarry in order to have some kind of 

economic protection. Yet 
Anna did not remarry; she 
devoted herself to God 
with tireless passion. She 
is described by her life of 
service and her habit of 
fasting and prayer. She 
was certainly a woman 
of God. It is fitting then, 
that such a woman would 
have this opportunity to 
see Jesus (v. 38). 

The passage notes that immediately 
she begins thanking God for this gift of 
the Savior. A lifetime of spiritual disci-
pline had given her spiritual insight. She 
spread the word that this tiny child was 
the “redemption of Jerusalem” (v. 38).

No matter what your circumstances, God has 
a unique call on your life. Whether we are 
young or old, married or single, God promises 
to use a heart wholly devoted to Him. Pray 
today that God will help you seek Him first in 
all things and to give you patience to see His 
plans revealed in your life.

Today our prayers go to God 
for Lloyd Dodson, vice 
president of human resources. 
Lloyd guides Moody in the 
recruitment and development 
of faculty and staff members 
serving Moody’s education 
and media ministries.

Read: Luke 2:36–38 Friday, December 28

Anna: Woman of Prayer

She gave thanks 
to God and spoke 

about the child 
to all who were 
looking forward 

to the redemption 
of Jerusalem.

Luke 2:38
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From our view on Earth, the stars  
appear to be fixed firmly in place. That 
is why early astronomers used stars 
as a reference system for tracking the  
direction of the moon, the sun, and 
other planets, which they described as 
wandering stars. When powerful tele-
scopes were constructed,  
observers noted that stars 
are not actually “frozen” 
in position but indeed 
move in slight angles from 
their original direction. 

Today’s passage focus-
es on astronomers who 
saw a special star as a 
sign of Christ’s birth. Throughout the  
Nativity story, God used supernatu-
ral ways to communicate to men and 
women. He used angelic appearances to  
Elizabeth, Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and 
the shepherds. He caused two miracu-
lous births: John and Jesus. He caused 
government officials to issue decrees 
that fulfilled prophecy and choirs of  
angels to burst from the sky. Now, we 

see divine agency again with the  
appearance of an unusual star (v. 2).

Tradition says there were three Magi 
(v. 2), also called wise men or kings, 
though Scripture doesn’t tell us the  
actual number of visitors. We do know 

that they gave young  
Jesus three gifts. The 
word magi is plural for 
the Latin term magus, 
used to describe priests, 
religious rulers, and ex-
perts in astronomy. They 
were important enough to 
receive an audience with 
King Herod (v. 3). Their 

arrival caused a stir in all of Jerusalem. 
The arrival of the Magi was a foretaste 
of prophecy to be fulfilled: “May all 
kings bow down to him” (Ps. 72:11).

Though the king in Judea at the time, 
Herod the Great, sought to exterminate 
this young “King of the Jews,” God sent 
foreign kings to shower Jesus with gifts 
and to offer Him worship.  

Many people feel the presence of God when 
they stare at the night sky and observe the 
stars and grandeur of the universe. God has 
all things under His control, including the star 
that heralded Jesus’ birth. If you live in a place 
where you can view the stars, step outside to 
view the night sky and give praise to your 
God, the Creator and Ruler of the universe.

Will you mention employees 
serving in Food Service—Collin 
Bockelman, Rachel Campbell, 
Karen Davis, and Gregory 
Dickson—while you pray 
today? May they be united as 
they serve our students in the 
dining room on Moody’s 
Chicago campus. 

Read: Matthew 2:1–6 Saturday, December 29

The Magi: Following a Star

We saw his star 
when it rose and 

have come to 
worship him.

Matthew 2:2
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Some historians say the Magi started 
the gift-giving tradition of Christmas 
when they brought the first gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh to our Savior. 
Their visit to the holy family is cele-
brated in church tradition by Epiphany, 
also called Twelfth Night, which is on 
the twelfth day following 
Christmas.  In some cul-
tures, gift-giving extends 
throughout all twelve 
days of Christmas. 

In today’s passage, the 
Magi had a private meet-
ing with Herod, who asked 
them to find the Child and 
return to him with the  
location so he too could 
worship Him. The Magi left to follow the 
star, and it led them all the way to the 
location of Jesus and His mother Mary. 
While most Christmas pageants today 
put three wise men alongside a group 
of shepherds, the visit of the Magi was 
most likely up to two years later.

The Magi were “overjoyed” (v. 10) 
when they realized that their journey in 
search of the king was rewarded. They 
first bowed before the child Jesus. This 
open display of honor, kings kneeling 
before a King, was no doubt a moment 
of supreme joy and wonder to Mary 

and Joseph. 

A significant part of this 
passage occurs in verse 
12. Although King Herod 
had given very specific  
instructions to the Magi 
that they were to return 
with Jesus’ location, the 
Magi did not obey roy-
al orders. Warned in a 
dream that they should 

not follow this earthly king’s command, 
they left and returned by a different 
route (v. 12). They chose to obey the  
divine Ruler and not a local tyrant. God 
acted again, in a supernatural way, to 
preserve the life of Jesus and to fulfill 
His purpose on earth.

As we end this year, reflect on the ways that 
God has worked in your life. Write a list of 
the blessings God has given you and the trials 
you have undergone. Consider the answers to 
prayer and the requests that still burden your 
heart. Commit this list—both blessings and 
trials—to God with praise and prayer, and 
thank Him for working in your life in 2013.

Continuing our prayers for 
Food Service, remember Vinh 
Hoang, Hoa Lam, and Martin 
Rios. Ask God to give them 
wisdom as they make decisions 
about the menu and manage 
part-time student workers.

Read: Matthew 2:7–12 Sunday, December 30

The Magi: Wisely Disobedient

They saw the child 
with his mother 
Mary, and they 

bowed down and 
worshiped him.

Matthew 2:11
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A story is told about a tribe in West 
Africa. When they wanted to express 
thanks, they would bow and put their 
forehead on the ground, meaning: “My 
head is in the dirt.” Another tribe would 
sit for a long time in front of the hut of 
the person who did them the favor. By 
this act of humility, they 
were saying in word and 
deed: “I sit on the ground 
before you.”

As we close this study 
of the Nativity, contrast-
ing our tradition with the  
reality in Scripture, we 
must be mindful of the ex-
traordinary act of humility 
that the Nativity presents 
to us. God says Jesus “humbled himself” 
(v. 8), “being made in human likeness”  
(v. 7). Jesus Christ came to earth, not as 
a grand King, but as a helpless infant. He 
literally “sat on the ground” to demon-
strate His love for us.

The Nativity is a study in contrasts: 
the divine and the human. Our reading  

today reminds us that Jesus was in “very 
nature God” (v. 6). Yet, He did not use 
His divinity as a way to escape. He was 
obedient to God—even to the point of 
death (v. 8).

Note the use of the word “therefore” 
in verse 9. Because of 
this extraordinary act of  
obedience and humility, 
God exalted Jesus to the 
“highest place” (v. 9). He 
is not merely a baby in 
a manger, but the King 
of kings. While many  
today celebrate Christ-
mas and yet fail to  
acknowledge Jesus Christ, 
we are told that one day 

“every knee” will bow at His name (v. 11).

The Nativity is not just a once-a-year 
story. It holds the possibility to inspire 
each moment of our lives. Paul writes to 
the believers in Philippi reminding them 
of how Christ’s act of love should trans-
form our lives with Christ’s example of 
humility and love.

As you ring in the New Year, ask God to 
continue to transform your life with the 
knowledge of Jesus. This study of the Nativity 
must not end with our focus just on the 
manger, but with the realization that the 
baby born in Bethlehem sits today at the 
right hand of God. We serve not a baby, 
but an eternal King.

Concluding our prayers for 
Food Service, ask God to bless 
Josefina Rodriguez, Lois 
Sanders, Jonathan True, and 
Jeffery Williams for their 
service to Christ at Moody. 
May God give them safety as 
they work behind the scenes in 
the Student Dining Room.

Read: Philippians 2:1–11 Monday, December 31

The Attitude of Christ Jesus

And being found 
in appearance 
as a man, he 

humbled himself.
Philippians 2:8
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