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See what great love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God!
1 John 3:1
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Known by Our Love
Ask friends and
neighbors what they
think of Christians,
and brace yourself
for the answer. One
survey found that
people describe
Christians as hypocritical, judgmental,
insensitive, and boring. Even more
troubling, more than half said their
negative views were based on personal
experience. As the survey researcher
summarized: “Many of those outside of
Christianity reject Jesus because they
feel rejected by Christians.”
Why have believers earned such a
negative reputation? And how can we
impact our world for Christ if our bad
attitude is turning everyone away?
Three of the letters in this month’s
study—1, 2, and 3 John—were written
to early Christians, most likely toward
the end of the first century. Throughout
these letters, John explains that when
our lives reflect the love of God, the
gospel will be clear to those around us.
Inside each of these letters are
instructions on how to follow Jesus
and live out our faith. But, over and
over again, there is a recurring theme:
As Christ’s followers, we are to be
known for our love (1 John 4:7–8).
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In a book for Princeton University Press
about the rise of Christianity, sociologist
Robert Stark notes that many years
before the existence of organizations
like the Red Cross and the Salvation
Army, Christians were known for aiding
victims of epidemics. While most people
would flee from the ill and dying, these
believers would risk their own well-being
to feed and care for the sick, even as
the death toll rose.
Why did they reflect the love of Christ
in such a dramatic way? In 1 John, we
are reminded that Christians are able
to love others because God first loved
us (4:19). Our Father began this loving
relationship and has pursued us with a
powerful, all-encompassing love, a love
we did not deserve.
As God’s children and recipients of His
love, He expects us to show that same
love to those around us (3:16). Christ’s
love, perfected in us, reveals itself in
the way we live. Is it any wonder then
that those believers rushed to the side
of the sick? As John urges, “Let us not
love with words or tongue but with
actions and in truth” (3:21).
Friends, let’s love others as Christ first
loved us. Let’s be the people known for
reflecting His great love, so rich and so
undeserved. n

THEOLOGY MATTERS
by Dr. John Koessler

How We Got Our Bible

T

he Bible is more than a random
assortment of spiritual writings—it
is a work of God. All Scripture is
inspired or “God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16),
the inerrant word breathed out by God
through human instruments. But we
might still wonder how the church came
to recognize the specific collection of
books that we now know as the Bible
as God’s divinely inspired word.
The formation of the Bible occurred
in three stages. The first stage was
God’s direct involvement: He took the
initiative to reveal Himself by word and
deed. The writer of Hebrews points
out that God used a variety of means
to do this. In some cases, God spoke
directly to His servants and at other
times He spoke indirectly through
human instruments who recorded His
message. The capstone of this process
of divine self-revelation came in the
person and work of Jesus Christ (Heb.
1:1–2). These authors of Scripture who
recorded these events wrote using their
own particular vocabulary and style.
They may even have relied on research
and the writings of others (see Luke
1:1–4). Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
they recorded only what God wanted to
be included (2 Peter 1:21).
The second stage was publication. The
books were copied, translated, and

distributed. During this stage, the Holy
Spirit worked to preserve and protect
what had been originally recorded. The
warning found in Revelation 22:18–19—
not to add or take away from what
had been written—reminded the early
church how serious it was to preserve
the original documents.
The third stage was recognition. This
recognition took place over centuries,
as God’s people acknowledged which
books should be regarded as Scripture
and as those books were gathered into
the collection we now refer to as the
Bible. God’s people relied upon the
Holy Spirit to provide discernment that
enabled them to recognize which books
should be revered as Scripture.
The church accepted the 39 books of
the Old Testament, the Bible used by
Jesus and the Apostles. The remaining
books, known as the New Testament,
were affirmed as Scripture because of
direct apostolic authorship, because
they reflected what the Apostles taught,
and because they had been attested
to be God’s Word through use by the
church as a whole. This collection of
books is our only infallible guide for
faith and life. n
FOR FURTHER STUDY
To learn more, read Our Bible: How We
Got It by Charles Leach (Moody).
TODAYINTHEWORD.COM

FROM THE EDITORS
by Bruce Everhart

Are You a Bible Student?
Last month we celebrated another
graduation at Moody Bible Institute.
Our school has grown to include
three campuses, and we hold
commencement ceremonies not just
in Chicago but also in Spokane, Wash.,
and in Plymouth, Mich.
As a Moody alumnus myself, I get a little
choked up when I watch hundreds of
dedicated men and women wearing
their caps and gowns. I know they will
soon leave these doors to be the hands
and feet of Jesus across the globe.
If you visit our Chicago campus, you will
see a verse carved inside the archway:
“Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15, KJV). This is a special
verse at Moody, and it applies to both
our enrolled students and to you and me
as well. As D. L. Moody himself once
said, “I never saw a fruit-bearing
Christian who was not a student of
the Bible.”
Are you a student of the Word? You
don’t have to attend school full time
to be a lifetime student of the Bible.
Whether you are new to Bible study or
have long been a reader of God’s Word,
here are three things to keep in mind:
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1. Make it a priority—Students who
enroll in a college course are expected
to attend on a regular basis, and true
students of the Word also set aside
time in an intentional way to spend time
reading and reflecting on the Word.
Today in the Word is a great resource to
help make this a daily habit in your life.
2. Reflect and remember—It is
important to intentionally reflect on
what we’ve read. Sometimes copying
down a Bible verse to carry with me is
helpful. Or, I read a passage twice or
three times. We want God’s truth to sink
into our hearts and minds (Ps. 119:11).
3. Practice what you learn—Nobody
gets better at sports or music without
regular, consistent practice. When we
read the Word, we need to also put
these truths into practice (James 1:22).
Each day, Today in the Word features
an “Apply the Word” section. This is
designed to allow God’s Word to shape
your daily life.
You might not wear a cap and gown to
commemorate your years of Bible study,
but one day we’ll stand before God
wearing white robes of righteousness.
In preparation for that day, let’s study to
show ourselves approved unto God. n
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Great Wisdom in Small Books
Many people today are desperately looking for love,
but they don’t know what it is or where to find it. The
apostle John gives a simple definition: “This is how
we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us” (1 John 3:16). The first letter of John teaches
us many lessons through striking contrasts—love and
hate, light and darkness, love of the world and love of
God, the Holy Spirit and the spirit of Antichrist—and
shows us love in action. To know this love of God is
the foundation of Christian life and of true fellowship
among believers.
First John is one of the six short books of the New
Testament we will study this month with Today in
the Word. In his second letter, John shows us how to
follow Christ’s commandments, pursuing truth and love
for one another. And his third letter reminds us about
the beauty of faithfulness and hospitality. The letter
of Jude tells us how to defend our faith and warns us
against ungodly people. Paul’s letter to Philemon helps
us learn about new relationships in Christ, while his
letter to Titus gives us important instructions for the
church, including qualities of leaders, sound living, and
our response to God’s grace.
Thank you for studying with us! May the wisdom
contained in these short letters resonate with the same
power and urgency in our hearts as we learn more
about love, faith, and God’s grace in our lives. n
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READ 1 JOHN 1:1–4
THURSDAY
JUNE

1

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard,
so that you also may have fellowship with us.
1 John 1:3

True Fellowship
In the December 5, 2016 issue of
Nature Chemical Biology, scientists
at the Salk Institute describe their
discovery of a human microprotein
that affects genetic material in cells.
“You can sequence the whole human
genome and never know a protein . . .
was there because it’s too short and
falls below the usual length requirement
for gene assignment algorithms,” says
Alan Saghatelian, one of the authors.
Our study this month will focus on
some of the shorter letters in the New
Testament, and we’ll discover that these
small books contain great wisdom that
can affect every part of our lives. We
begin with the letter of 1 John. Rather
than open with greetings, the first
verses proclaim the Incarnation itself.
Using language of personal experience,
John declares: “that which was from
the beginning” (v. 1) has been “heard,”
“seen,” “looked at,” and “touched.” This
“Word of life” has “appeared” (vv. 1–2).
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This is not some grand ideal or abstract
notion—it is the reality of the eternal
Word taking on flesh in our world (see
John 1:14). The physical, sensory truth of
the Incarnation is the first affirmation of
1 John.
Second, the consequence flowing from
the Incarnation is eternal life—“the
eternal life, which was with the Father”
(v. 2). Eternal life is not an abstraction
but a person, and that Life has now
come and appeared to us, bringing life
itself to our world.
Third, because the Word of Life came
bringing life, we can proclaim and share
this with others, creating true fellowship
(koinonia). This koinonia is the glue of
the Christian community. More than
coffee with friends after a service, it is
“fellowship with the Father and with his
Son, Jesus Christ” (v. 3). The joy of true
Christian fellowship finds its foundation
in the Incarnation of Christ.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Whatever our differences in socioeconomic
background, race, age, or personality, a true
koinonia transcends it all. Because of our
relationship with the Father through His Son, we
belong to a new community—the fellowship of the
body of Christ. Ask God to make you receptive to
all the wisdom He might give in this month’s study.

We would like to pray for Moody
students who are on summer
break. May the Lord guide and
protect them wherever they are,
whether on a short-term mission
trip, on a tour with a Moody music
group, with their families, or
attending Summer School.

TODAY IN THE WORD

READ 1 JOHN 1:5–2:2

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins.
1 John 1:9

FRIDAY
JUNE

2

The Fellowship of Confession
According to most biblical commentators, the letter of 1 John was
written in response to a group who
had separated from the main Christian
community and formed their own
fellowship. While the full details of this
division remain unclear, our Scripture
reading today begins to offer some hints.
One issue seems to be the secessionists’ inconsistency between their
profession and their lives. As Scripture
indicates, our fellowship with God has
moral implications. Because “God is
light” (1:5), those who claim fellowship
with Him must also “walk in the light”
(1:7) rather than in darkness. In other
words, the Christian life is not just a
profession of correct doctrine; it is
about living out the truth in our lives.
Those who claim to be followers of
Christ, but walk in darkness, are living a
lie. A life of sin is opposed to fellowship
with God.

Yet Christians do sin. Does this mean
there is no hope for such fellowship?
Absolutely not! Walking in the light and
experiencing fellowship with God and
one another is made possible through
the purifying work of Christ. The high
calling of the Christian life is to avoid sin
(2:2), but God has also devised a way
to deal with sin when it happens: the
atoning work of our advocate, “Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One” (2:1).
How do we benefit from Christ’s atoning
work? Scripture is clear: only through
confession of our sin. In fact, failure to
confess our sin means “we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1:8).
More than that, a denial of our sin also
means that we are calling God a liar, for
His whole purpose in sending Christ
was to provide that needed purification
from sin. In the end, true fellowship with
God comes only by walking in His ways
and confessing our sin when we fall.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Confession of sin can be difficult, even painful. But
Scripture shows us that confession is essential to
fellowship with God. Spend time today asking the
Holy Spirit to show you areas of sin. Then confess
those sins before God in repentance, knowing that
He has promised, “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins” (1:9).

Dr. Larry Davidhizar, VP and dean
of faculty, requests your prayers
today for this time of preparation
for the next semester on campus.
Please pray that all the details
will come together for another
fruitful academic year at Moody
Bible Institute.
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READ 1 JOHN 2:3–11
SATURDAY
JUNE

3

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another.
John 13:34

The Test of Love
In the early church, Gnostic Christians
claimed to have a “special knowledge”
that set them apart as super-spiritual.
Many commentators have suggested
that the secessionists of 1 John were
a similar group who claimed a special
spirituality because of their “superior
knowledge.”
As our passage today demonstrates
repeatedly, true spiritual maturity lies
not in claims of knowledge or personal
experience of God, but in the way
one lives. Knowledge of God will be
demonstrated by obedience to Christ’s
commands and by walking as Jesus did.
In fact, this is not a “new command” at
all, but one given “since the beginning”
(v. 7). The command to love God
and neighbor has its roots in the Old
Testament (see Deut. 6:5; 19:9). The
command itself is not new, but the
scope has been enlarged. The call to
love has been embodied in the person

8

of Jesus and His command to all
followers: “A new command I give you:
Love one another. As I have loved you,
so you must love one another” (John
13:34).
Quite naturally, then, our reading
ends by linking together obedience
to God’s commands and our love for
one another. Those who claim to walk
in the light of Christ are identified by
how they treat “a brother or sister” in
Christ (v. 9). Love for others is not what
brings you into a saving relationship
with Christ, but it is a tangible sign of
that relationship. Conversely, “anyone
who hates a brother or sister is in the
darkness and walks around in the
darkness . . . because the darkness
has blinded them” (v. 11). In short, the
true test of an authentic relationship
with God is not an empty claim of
“knowledge,” but a life marked by
obedience to Christ’s command to
love one another.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Today’s Scripture gives us an opportunity to put our
relationship with God into practice. If we claim to
know God, then we are called to love others. Make
a list of at least three people you will encounter in
your day. Then decide on specific ways you can
show them the love of Christ, whether through a
spoken word or some tangible action.

During the next three days we
have the privilege of praying for
Moody’s Music professors many
of whom will go on overseas
summer tours with student music
ensembles. Today, please pray for
David Gauger, Desirée Hassler,
Jori Jennings, and H. E. Singley.

TODAY IN THE WORD

READ 1 JOHN 2:12–17

I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins
have been forgiven on account of his name.
1 John 2:12

SUNDAY
JUNE

4

Encouragement to the Community
When a worried child expresses doubts
about their own worth or their parents’
love, what does any responsible parent
do? They comfort the child by repeating
over and over again a message of
reassurance and encouragement.
The same seems to be the case in the
first part of today’s reading. Speaking
to a community whose confidence
about their own relationship with God
may have been shaken, John offers
a repeated message of reassurance
and encouragement. And while the
“children,” “fathers,” and “young men”
may be specific age groups, these
designations may also be a way of
addressing the entire community.
Regardless of their spiritual progress,
whether new to the faith or longtime
Christians, the truth is the same.
First, they “have been forgiven on
account of his name” (v. 12). The
problem of sin has been dealt with once

and for all. Second, because of the
forgiveness they have in Christ, they
“know him who is from the beginning”
(vv. 13a, 14b). Despite any doubts, their
relationship with God is genuine. Finally,
because they have been strengthened
by forgiveness and relationship with
God, they “have overcome the evil one”
(vv. 13b, 14c). The victory that belongs
to Christ is theirs by virtue of their
relationship with Him.
As a result, the last part of our reading
spells out the practical implications:
“Do not love the world or anything in
the world” (v. 15). The warning about
the “world” here refers to the domain
of Satan: “the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life” (v. 16).
Because we belong to God, our loyalty
and love should be with Him, not with
the sinful lusts and possessions of the
world. Only the one who abides in God
will “live forever” (v. 17).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Do you know people who need Scripture’s
reminder that they can find forgiveness in Christ?
That He offers genuine relationship and spiritual
victory? Encourage and reassure someone today
about the truth of the gospel. Consider writing a
note, making a phone call, or even stopping for a
visit to make God’s message to them real.

Keeping the Music department’s
faculty in our prayers, we thank
God for the gift of music and the
talent to teach it that He gave
to Betty-Ann Lynerd, Elizabeth
Naegele, and Jae Hyeok Jang.
May they be encouraged by God
in all seasons of their lives!

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES
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READ 1 JOHN 2:18–27
MONDAY
JUNE

5

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit . . .
will teach you all things.
John 14:26

Warning Against Antichrists
The term antichrist has been used to
describe everything from rebellious
personalities to pure evil to particular
theological figures. The word antichrist
occurs only five times in the New
Testament (all in the letters of John),
and in 1 John 2, the term refers
specifically to the secessionists who
have departed from the Christian
community. In fact, the term antichrist
literally means “opposed to Christ,”
and that is exactly what defines these
separatists. Scripture warns against
them and offers advice about how to
resist their deceptions.
First, Scripture explains exactly what
makes these secessionists “antichrists.”
The root issue is their denial of “Jesus
as the Christ. Such a person is the
antichrist—denying the Father and
the Son” (v. 22). You cannot choose to
believe in God the Father and reject
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God. These antichrists don’t believe

Jesus is God, and therefore they deny
who God is.
Second, Scripture reminds the
community of their own “anointing
[chrisma] from the Holy One” (v. 20),
which leads them to the truth. Most
likely, this refers to when they received
the Holy Spirit as Jesus had promised
(see John 14:26). Our English language
doesn’t capture the intended word play
here. Because the Greek word christos
means “anointed one,” Scripture is
actually reminding the community that
their own chrisma (anointing) should
enable them to correctly identify the
true Christos (Anointed One).
The claims and lies of the secessionists
should not be believed. Their denial of
the true Christ counters the truth each
believer knows in their heart: Jesus is
the Christ. We must remain in Him, and
in doing so receive “what he promised
us—eternal life” (v. 25).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

We are bombarded with false teaching, from films
and TV shows to preachers who promise success
rather than proclaim godliness. Some messages
can be subtle in their “antichrist” agenda. As
Christians, we have the Holy Spirit who will lead us
into truth. Ask Him today for discernment so that
you may avoid lies and instead embrace the truth.

Concluding our prayers for the
Music department, please pray
for Terry Strandt, as well as the
department’s staff: Christopher
Wheeler and Lauren Kaniarz, who
help with tour planning, office
management, event organization,
and more.

10 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ 1 JOHN 2:28–3:3

We know that when Christ appears, we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he is.
1 John 3:2

TUESDAY
JUNE

6

Living as Children of God
Imagine a young child who admires his
father. He watches his father carefully,
learns to imitate his gestures and
expressions, and even tries to dress
up just like Daddy. When his father is
away on a trip, he waits excitedly for his
return when he will see his father face
to face.

precisely because He is righteous. As
Scripture declares: “If you know that he
is righteous, you know that everyone
who does what is right has been born
of him” (2:29). Likewise, we purify
ourselves, “just as he is pure” (3:3).
As children, our lives should imitate
our Father.

On a spiritual level, the same themes
of imitation and excited anticipation
run through our reading today. Indeed,
our identity as God’s children stands
at the center of these five verses. The
believing community is referred to as
God’s “children” three times, and as
being “born of him” a fourth time. This
was no empty title; as Scripture says,
“that is what we are!” (3:1). Why this
emphasis on our true identity as
God’s children?

Our identity as children also points
to the anticipation we should have at
His future coming. Because we are
not enemies or slaves of God but His
children, “when he appears we may be
confident and unashamed before him
at his coming” (2:28). Finally, Scripture
combines the themes of imitation and
anticipation at the end. Although we
are children of God, our full identity is
yet to be seen. “But we know that when
Christ appears, we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is” (3:2). The
Christian hope lies in Christ’s return,
when our identity as “children of God”
will be realized in full.

One answer is that our identity should
determine the way we live. Those “born
of God” must live in righteous ways

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Do you live as a child of God? Or is your identity
defined by something external to that spiritual
reality? Examine the way you live at home, at work,
and with friends. If your thoughts, words, and
deeds do not properly reflect your identity as a
child of God, ask God to help reorient your life in
line with His truth about you.

Please join Ken Heulitt, chief
financial officer at Moody,
thanking God for the Moody
family’s prayer and financial
support of the Lord’s work
through Moody Global Ministries.
Thank you to all our friends for
your generosity!
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READ 1 JOHN 3:4–10
WEDNESDAY
JUNE

7

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the devil’s work.
1 John 3:8

A Study in Contrasts
The use of contrasts can be a powerful
artistic technique. By bringing together
two sharply different colors or by
juxtaposing two radically opposite
images, the artist can jolt the viewer
into paying attention, and a writer can
alert a reader to key point.
The use of contrasts works in our text
today as well. Yesterday’s focus on
the life and identity of God’s children
is reinforced but also contrasted with
the life and identity of the “children of
the devil” (v. 10). The two are radical
opposites.
John emphasizes again the new nature
of God’s children. Those who abide
in Christ do not “keep on sinning” (v.
6). They do not “continue to sin;” in
fact, they “cannot go on sinning” (v. 9).
Scripture is clear: a life in Christ means
a transformed life. This does not mean
Christians are now perfect people

who never sin; we’ve already seen
the remedy for that sin described (1:9;
2:1–2). It does mean that the Christian
life should be notable for its purity and
resistance to sin.
In contrast, “children of the devil”
have an entirely different ethos. They
continue in sin unchecked. They do
not “do what is right,” nor do they “love
their brother and sister” (v. 10). Their
lives embody the habits of sin, hatred,
and disobedience rather than purity,
confession, and love. Scripture makes
the reason clear: “The one who does
what is sinful is of the devil, because
the devil has been sinning from the
beginning” (v. 8). They are simply
imitating the one to whom they belong.
Do not miss the point of the contrasts:
“This is how we know who the children
of God are and who the children of the
devil are” (v. 10).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

If you feel trapped by guilt over your sin,
remember God’s promise to forgive is more
powerful than the devil’s lies. Our identity as
God’s children also means we have access to the
joy of His forgiveness and the power of Jesus’
victory. Confess, repent, and rejoice—this is
walking in the light as the child of God!

The staff in the Controller’s
Office, headed by Linda Wahr,
work hard on Moody’s budget,
especially now as fiscal year end
is approaching. Today would you
pray for Alice Leighton-Armah,
Annita Smith, Eunice Childress,
and Marie Bailey?

12 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ 1 JOHN 3:11–18

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech
but with actions and in truth.
1 John 3:18

THURSDAY

JUNE

8

Love in Action
Love today usually refers to feelings
of affection, physical attraction, or a
temporary preference. The biblical
picture of love, however, is not about
sentimental feelings but rather a
description of specific actions.
John affirms that the central message
for Christians is to love one another. But
the Genesis account of Cain murdering
Abel stands as a stark warning. How
one treats those in the spiritual family
says something about whether one
“remains in death” (v. 14) or stands
in the light. And if anyone objects
that we are not as bad as Cain, John
reminds us of the seriousness of hate:
“Anyone who hates a brother or sister
is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life residing in
him” (v. 15).
On the other side, love is equally
tangible: “This is how we know what
love is: Jesus Christ laid down his

life for us” (v. 16). God’s love for the
world was no sentimental idea; it was
active, sacrificial, and life-giving. The
implication is obvious. The Christian
community must love in the same way.
Rather than follow the action of Cain,
the life-taker, we ought to be life-givers
and “lay down our lives for our brothers
and sisters” (v. 16).
Some may object that this seems too
extreme. For many, such sacrifice may
never be required, but we are all called
to embrace tangible ways to love our
brothers and sisters. Neglecting such
action is a failure to love, as Scripture
exhorts: “If anyone has material
possessions and sees a brother or
sister in need but has no pity on them,
how can the love of God be in that
person?” (v. 17). The central call of the
Christian community—to love—must
be demonstrated “with actions and in
truth” (v. 18).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

How can you love “with actions and in truth”? If
your church has a benevolence fund, consider
making a designated donation, or find a Christian
relief organization online and donate. You could
give of your time to help a single parent with
childcare or an elderly member with running
errands. Find a way to put love in action this week.

Please join us in prayer for the
rest of the Controller’s office staff:
Marya Preston, Michael Duong,
Robert Jones, and Roger Sipes.
Praise God for their accounting
skills that help us to be good
stewards of resources provided
by Moody’s donors.
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READ 1 JOHN 3:19–24
FRIDAY
JUNE

9

This is how we know that he lives in us: We know it
by the Spirit he gave us.
1 John 3:24

Boldness Before God
The philosopher Plutarch said, “Boldness is the most potent medicine in
friendship.” This boldness is more
than bravery or daring; it includes the
openness of speech that comes only in
a close relationship.
The theme of boldness pervades
today’s reading, perhaps because the
Christian community suffered from
doubts about their relationship with
God in light of the secessionists’ claims.
John works to reassure the believers
by reminding them of the foundation
of their relationship with God. First,
there is God’s omniscience. Sometimes
our hearts waver and doubt creeps in.
We wonder about our standing before
God. Scripture assures us that even
then, “God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything” (v. 20). Our
relationship with God is based on His
knowledge of us, not on our subjective
feelings about Him.

Second, an examination of our life can
indicate our relationship with God. If
we obey His command—“to believe in
the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and
to love one another” (v. 23)—then not
only should our hearts not condemn
us, but we should have “confidence [or
“boldness”] before God” (v. 21). This is
the “boldness” of relationship that gives
us confidence that God hears us and
responds to our prayer requests.
Third, Scripture highlights the internal
role of the Spirit in our confidence
before God. The Christian life is not
just our abiding in Christ, but also His
abiding in us through His Spirit. As we
are told: “This is how we know that
he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit
he gave us” (v. 24). This is more than
subjective feeling; it is the objective
testimony of God’s own Spirit reminding
us of our relationship with Him.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Scripture reassures us of our relationship with
God. Because of His Spirit in our lives, we have
boldness. Whether you are being reminded of
this truth, or hearing it for the first time, put that
relationship of “boldness” into action. Come in
prayer to the One who knows you, gave Himself
for you, and now lives in you.

Please include in your prayers
today the staff of our Human
Resources department under
the leadership of vice president
Debbie Zelinski. We appreciate
their dedicated service to all fulltime and part-time Moody faculty
and staff.

14 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ 1 JOHN 4:1–6

Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God.
1 John 4:2

SATURDAY
JUNE

10

Testing the Spirits
Many people might remember the
litmus test from high school chemistry
lab. Strips of litmus paper are dipped
into a liquid solution to determine the
acidic or base levels of that liquid. In
general, if the paper turns red, the
solution is an acid. If it turns blue, it
is a base.
Just as the chemistry litmus test
reveals acids and bases, so also
a spiritual litmus test will “test the
spirits to see whether they are from
God” (v. 1). In the ancient world, many
teachers and self-proclaimed prophets
vied for the Christian community’s
attention. Here was a test for the spirit
behind the teaching: “Every spirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, but every
spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus
is not from God” (vv. 2–3). Only those
who acknowledge the full divinity and
the full humanity of Jesus are from God.

In fact, the spirit that denies these truths
“is the spirit of the antichrist” (v. 3).
Believers may be tempted to despair
when they observe so many false spirits
proclaiming error around them. The
forces arrayed against God and the
truth seem so powerful and even wellaccepted. Scripture offers a reassuring
reminder: there is victory over these
false spirits “because the one who is
in you is greater than the one who is in
the world” (v. 4).
While these false teachers claim to be
speaking for God, in truth the world’s
viewpoint has utterly penetrated their
own thinking. They are not from God,
but “from the world” (v. 5). In the end
the community of believers must not
worry about popularity, only about
adhering to the truth from God which
they have been given.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The messages bombarding us can be confusing.
The next time you wonder about a message you
hear, test it with today’s spiritual litmus test. If the
message affirms who Jesus is—fully God and fully
human—it is from God. If it denies those truths, no
matter how popular it is, avoid it as “the spirit of
falsehood” (v. 6).

Please support in your prayers
the service at Moody of Steven
Mogck, executive vice president
and chief operating officer. As
he leads the teams at Moody’s
operations departments on our
Chicago campus, ask the Lord for
His guidance and wisdom.
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READ 1 JOHN 4:7–12
SUNDAY
JUNE

11

Since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.
1 John 4:11

God’s Love and Ours
A church member once told the
pastor that the church should have a
sign out front warning people away,
and then launched into a litany of
complaints about all the problems
within the congregation: gossip, cliquish
mentalities, selfish behavior—and too
many complainers!
How contrary this is to the picture of
Christian life in today’s reading. The
shining attribute of the Christian
community should be love, a theme
that will continue for the next few
days. In fact, the community is twice
addressed as “beloved” (also translated
as “dear friends,” vv. 7, 11); and Scripture
calls us to love one another three times
in six verses.
While this should underscore the call
to love one another, God’s own love is
mentioned twice as much—six times!
In other words, the foundation for

Christian love is that “God is love” (v. 8).
Central to God’s love is the coming of
Jesus Christ as an atonement for sin. If
we want to know anything about love,
we must first look to the true source
and example: the Father’s sending the
Son into our world.
Notice the important connection with
yesterday’s point, that those who are
from God must confess that Jesus
Christ came in the flesh. This affirmation
is not merely an intellectual belief; it is
the very basis of Christian communal
life. When the Incarnation becomes the
basis for our love, we demonstrate that
we are “born of God” and know Him
(v. 7). It means that “God lives in us” (v.
12). But most importantly, it means that
God’s love “is made complete in us”
(v. 12). That is, if people want to know
God’s love, they should be able to look
to God’s people as the expression of
that love.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

This Sunday you have an opportunity to embody
Scripture’s call to love one another as God has
loved us. As you worship with the community of
the “beloved,” avoid self-serving conversations
and actions. Instead, find someone in need and
focus on serving them rather than having your
own preferences as the priority.

Please uphold in prayer Josie
Scott, Troy Fichter, and their parttime team members who serve at
the Solheim Center, our athletic
facility on Chicago’s campus. We
pray the Lord continues to give
them strength, vision, and team
spirit for sports ministry.
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READ 1 JOHN 4:13–18

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and
God in them.
1 John 4:16

MONDAY

JUNE

12

Abiding in God’s Love
One of the greatest human needs is
to know that we are loved, but human
love can be undependable, resulting in
brokenness and uncertainty. The same
uncertainty can occur in the Christian
life, and today’s Scripture addresses
those concerns.
We have several ways to be sure of
our relationship with God. First, God
“has given us of his Spirit” (v. 13). The
Christian life does not consist of a
desperate and fearful clinging to God,
but of God abiding in us. We should
allow that mutual relationship to confirm
that God loves us.
Second, Scripture reminds us of history.
The Christian life is not a collection
of nice ideas and wishful thinking. At
its core is the historical fact that “the
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior
of the world” (v. 14). The Incarnation

had eyewitnesses, and it is testified to
us through Scripture and the history of
Christ’s body. Anyone who confesses
God’s Son is acknowledging more than
a detail of history. It is the crowning
act of God’s love for us, and we are
exhorted to “rely on the love God has
for us” (v. 16a).
Third, Scripture tells us that our
individual and communal lives should
encourage us about God’s love: “God is
love. Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in them” (v. 16b). Later, we are
told, “In this world we are like Jesus”
(v. 17). The love we see among Christ’s
body is an overflow of God’s love with
us, and it should assure us of God’s
relationship with us. Finally, all of these
assurances should result in fearless
confidence before God on the day of
judgment. Because “there is no fear in
love, perfect love drives out fear” (v. 18).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Sometimes our feelings don’t match the truths of
Scripture. During those times of doubt, we need to
remind ourselves of the truth of God’s love. Copy
onto a notecard all six verses from today’s reading.
Then place it in a prominent place where you will
see it throughout the day as a reminder to abide in
God’s love for us.

Bruce Everhart, vice president
of Donor Development and
Channel Strategy, welcomes your
prayers for Moody’s outreach to
our constituents, as he and his
teams plan and oversee various
fundraising, email, and direct
mail campaigns.

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 17

READ 1 JOHN 4:19–5:4
TUESDAY
JUNE

13

He has given us this command: Anyone who loves
God must also love their brother and sister.
1 John 4:21

Final Lessons on Love
Have you ever had a teacher who liked
to emphasize a lesson by repeating
it over and over? After a while, you
feel like shouting, “All right! We get
the point!” By now in 1 John, we might
be tempted to shout the same thing—
but the repetition of these themes
in today’s verses proves just how
important this lesson is.
First, we learn that our love is grounded
in God’s primary love for us: “We love
because he first loved us” (4:19). This
is the foundation of all of Scripture’s
teaching on love. We do not love in our
own strength, nor do we love in order
to gain God’s love. The sequence is
important: God loved us first; as a result,
we respond with love in return.
Second, love for God cannot be
expressed in the abstract. Claims to
love God must be accompanied by
actions of love toward other Christians.

Although we cannot see God, our love
for Him must be expressed by loving
our brothers and sisters whom we can
see. This is why Scripture proclaims:
“Whoever does not love their brother
and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not
seen” (4:20).
Finally, love for God requires obedience
to His commands. Mere lip service
is not enough because, as Scripture
says, “this is love for God: to keep his
commands” (5:3). Earlier, we are told
exactly what that means: “Anyone
who loves God must also love their
brother and sister” (4:21). If we are
serious about loving God, we will
embody that love among our family
in Christ. His commands, we are told,
are “not burdensome” (5:3); that is, the
Christian life is not a long list of onerous
regulations. It really boils down to one
thing: loving God by loving others.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

We all know that it can be hardest to love those
in our own family, including the Christian family.
Nevertheless, this is what we are called to. So how
might you love a “difficult” Christian brother or
sister? Remembering God’s love for you first, make
it a goal this week to seek out this sibling in Christ
and truly show them Christian love.

Field representatives from the
Stewardship department forge
relationships and minister to
our donors across the country.
Please pray for the Lord to grant
them traveling safety and for the
Holy Spirit’s presence during
interactions with Moody’s friends.

18 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ 1 JOHN 5:4–13

This is the victory that has overcome the world,
even our faith.
1 John 5:4

WEDNESDAY

JUNE

14

Faith that Overcomes
Both the Gospel of John and 1 John
make use of wordplay in the original
Greek language that is not always easy
to render in English. In today’s reading,
the proper sense of the passage is
retained in English, but the more subtle
word connections might be missed.
In verses 4 and 5, the verb “overcome”
(nikon) is related linguistically to the
word “victory” (nike) while the word
“faith” (pistis) is related to the phrase
“the one who believes” (pisteuon).
The verses could be rendered more
literally: “The power that overpowers
the world is the belief of the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”
In other words, faith in Jesus as God’s
Son enables believers to overcome the
powers of this world.
How then does faith in Jesus
give victory? Verses 6 and 8 have
confounded biblical interpreters for

centuries, in particular, the meaning of
Jesus coming “by water and blood.”
What is clear, however, is that the
cluster of words (“testimony,” “Spirit,”
“water,” and “blood”) all occur in the
description of Jesus’ crucifixion in John
19:30–35. After Jesus gave up His Spirit
when He died, the Gospel reports that
a soldier “pierced Jesus’ side with a
spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood
and water. The man who saw it has
given testimony, and his testimony is
true” (John 19:34–35).
We can be sure, then, that our reading
in 1 John declares that full Christian
victory is found in the cross of Christ.
That is the overwhelming testimony
of the Apostles and God. Whoever
trusts in the message of Jesus and His
atoning death has “life in his Son” (v.
11). In fact, this is why in 1 John it was
written: “that you may know that you
have eternal life” (v. 13).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

If you have never accepted the testimony about
Jesus and His atoning death on the cross, God is
calling you to do so today. Offer a simple prayer
confessing your belief, and ask God to step into
your life. In return, He promises that your faith in
Christ brings victory over the world and eternal life
with Him.

Since its founding, Moody Bible
Institute has been a pioneer
in media ministry. Today, Greg
Thornton, senior VP of Media,
requests your prayers for our
radio and publishing ministries
as we expand our reach in the
digital age.
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QUESTION AND ANSWER
by Julie Roys, Moody Radio Host of Up for Debate

Q

Do Christians, Jews, and
Muslims all pray to the same
God? The Pope said we do,
and in my conversations I find that
people seem puzzled and divided on
the issue.

A

The “same God” question is
creating a lot of confusion in
the Christian community. Pope
Francis has asserted that Christians,
Muslims, and Jews worship the same
God, and Miroslav Volf—a prominent
Protestant theologian—argues the same
in his book Do We Worship the Same
God? Jews, Christians and Muslims
in Dialogue. Last year, the question
also sparked a major controversy at
Wheaton College when a tenured
professor publicly espoused this view.
The professor eventually resigned,
but questions remain as to whether
this view is compatible with orthodox
Christian belief.
“Same God” proponents argue that
there is enough overlap between ideas
about God in the three religions to
conclude that all three refer to the same
deity. For example, Christians, Muslims,
and Jews all acknowledge that there is
one God, Creator of heaven and earth,
who will someday judge humanity.
Proponents argue that when speaking
to Muslims or Jews, Christians can
affirm that we all worship the same God,
much like the apostle Paul did when

20 TODAY IN THE WORD

speaking to the Athenians about their
“Unknown God” (see Acts 17:23).
Certainly, this argument has merit
when considering whether Jews
and Christians worship the same
God. Christians can affirm the God of
Judaism, for both religions embrace
Yahweh as revealed in the Hebrew
Scriptures. But like the “Unknown
God,” the Jewish concept of God is
incomplete. It includes an accurate
depiction of God the Father but fails to
acknowledge Jesus, His Son.
A similar argument could be made for
Allah prior to the sixth century and
the creation of Islam. In ancient times,
Allah was simply the Arabic name for
God and literally meant “the God.” But
Muhammad transformed Allah from a
vague concept of God into one that
fundamentally contradicts the God of
the Bible.
Though Islam recognizes Abraham
and the prophets, Allah as described
in the Quran is dramatically different
from Yahweh. He is not love, but is
capricious and sometimes cruel (see
1 John 4:8). And he is not our father
but instead is distant and remote. Islam
also recognizes Jesus, but only as a
prophet, not as the Son of God (see
2 Cor. 1:2–3). In fact, Muslims consider
the Trinity to be blasphemy.

Allah is not incomplete revelation of God;
rather, he is an idol and a false god.
Additionally, tradition holds that
Muhammad received his revelation
about Allah from the angel Gabriel. But
Scripture says that any spirit that denies
Jesus as Christ is the antichrist (1 John
1:22) and that Satan “masquerades as
an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). Islam’s
origin might then be satanic, and to
claim that Christians and Muslims
worship the same God is not only a
stretch, it’s blasphemous. Allah is not an
incomplete revelation of God; rather, he
is an idol and a false god.

Q

In the New Testament, God
elevates women to a place
of honor unlike the culture in
those days. But in the Old Testament,
God seems okay with polygamy and
concubines. Why is that?

A

You are correct that the New
Testament honors women in
a way that was uncommon
in the ancient Greco-Roman world. In
his book, How Christianity Changed
the World, Alvin Schmidt notes that in
ancient Greece, women had the social
status of slaves. They were not allowed
to speak in public, and girls were not
allowed to attend school. Women were
considered inferior to men, and poets
even equated them with evil.
The Romans didn’t treat women any
better. They considered a wife to be the
property of her husband and granted

him complete control over her and
everything she owned.
In contrast, Jesus treated women with
respect, and two of His closest friends
were Mary and Martha. Rather than
discouraging women from learning,
Jesus encouraged Mary to sit at His
feet and listen to His teaching (Luke
10:38–42). He also violated cultural
norms when He started a conversation
with a Samaritan woman in public.
Likewise, the apostle Paul commanded
husbands to love their wives “just
as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25)—a
radical idea in the ancient world.
Certainly, the value God places on
women in the New Testament seems
inconsistent with the Old Testament
practice of polygamy. It also seems
inconsistent with Genesis 1 and 2,
where God creates male and female
in His image and the two become one
flesh (Gen. 2:24), intended to reflect
Trinitarian life and love.
Some believe polygamy is the result of
the curse God placed on the woman
after the Fall: “Your desire will be for
your husband, and he will rule over
you” (Gen. 3:16). Sin perverted the
relationship between men and women,
so it’s not surprising that men begin
to take multiple wives and treat those
wives as property.
MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 21

READ 1 JOHN 5:14–21
THURSDAY
JUNE

15

This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will,
he hears us.
1 John 5:14

Confidence in God
Do a quick search of the word
confidence on Amazon, and you will
find a slew of self-help titles. Books
such as 10 Days to Superhuman
Confidence, The Confidence Code, and
How to Stop Doubting Your Greatness,
all promise a new life of love, freedom,
and personal fulfillment.
Scripture, on the other hand, insists
that our confidence must be in God.
Particularly in our prayer life, we are
encouraged that “if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us” (v.
14). Our confidence is not in our own
greatness but in God’s promise to hear
our requests, “whatever we ask” (v. 15).
That includes praying for a sibling
in Christ who has fallen into sin. The
phrase “a sin that leads to death” (v.
16) has been interpreted by some to
mean a sin that leads to physical death.
Others see it as a reference to apostasy

by someone who formerly claimed to
believe. The Moody Bible Commentary
observes that the language used in
this verse “indicates that John is not
absolutely forbidding prayer for one
engaged in apostasy . . . simply that he
cannot guarantee that prayer offered
for any of the secessionists who had
apostatized will have the effect typical
of believing prayer promised in vv. 15
and 16a.”
The underlying reason to pray for others
is expanded in the remaining verses.
Because Christians are “born of God”
(v. 18) and counted as “children of God”
(v. 19), “the world” and “the evil one” (v.
19) have no ultimate power over us. We
do not belong to that realm any longer,
but instead have an intimate, relational
knowledge of the Father through His
Son, who is “the true God and eternal
life” (v. 20). For that reason, we come
before God in prayer for others.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

First John ends with a picture of a believing
community in confident prayer for one another.
Will you put this image into action in your own life?
Gather a few Christian friends together for prayer.
After sharing concerns with one another, take
those requests before God with the confidence
that He promises to hear you, His children.

Pray for George Economos,
Hannah LaMaster, and Michael
Chapin from Moody Radio’s
Marketing department, as they
promote new programming and
develop strategies to increase the
listenership of Moody Radio in the
U.S. and around the globe.
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READ 2 JOHN 1–6

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and
from Jesus Christ . . . will be with us in truth and love.
2 John 3

FRIDAY
JUNE

16

Truth and Love
The opening lines of New Testament
letters will often indicate some of the
major concerns the author wishes to
address in writing. This is especially the
case in the short letter of 2 John where
the themes of truth and love dominate.

truth is no static thing. It is not simply
something we identify as correct and
move on. It affects our whole life, from
the way we love to the way we know.
Indeed, it is in us and remains with
us forever.

In fact, the author (named here only as
“the elder”) mentions “truth” five times
in the first four verses. As we will see
in the rest of 2 John, the concern for
truth here relates specifically to one’s
particular views about Jesus (v. 7).

The notion of dynamic, active truth
is displayed most clearly in verses 4
through 6. It delights the elder to find
that some are “walking in the truth,
just as the Father commanded” (v. 4).
But how is truth lived out daily as God
commanded? By recognizing the core
command: to “love one another” (v. 5),
as the elder urges his community.

On closer examination, we discover
that truth does not mean merely correct
statements of fact. Truth has to do with
the whole person, including how one
lives in the world. We are told that we
can “love in the truth” and “know the
truth” (v. 1).
Likewise, the truth “lives in us and will
be with us forever” (v. 2). Notice that

In other words, God’s people are called
to both truth and love. It is not enough
for all to affirm the same doctrine while
remaining selfish and unloving. Nor is
the community fulfilled by love without
truth. Both are essential to a healthy
Christian community.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Consider your own church community as well as
your own life in light of today’s message. Is there
a proper balance of truth and love? Or do you lean
more toward one side or the other? If you see an
imbalance, ask God to help restore the proper
relationship between truth and love either in your
own life or in that of your church.

Frank Leber, VP of Information
Technology Services, requests
prayer for his team of computer
specialists, as they serve on our
Chicago campus. We are thankful
for their experience in computer
maintenance, programming, and
troubleshooting.
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READ 2 JOHN 7–13
SATURDAY
JUNE
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Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in
the teaching of Christ does not have God.
2 John 9

Warnings Against Deceivers
The catchword of today’s age seems to
be tolerance, a state in which everyone
is entitled not just to their own opinions
but also to a full celebration of their
views and differences. According to
this perspective, the one so-called sin is
to say that any belief or idea is wrong;
to do so is decried as “intolerant” and
“unloving.”
No doubt our “tolerant” society would
have no tolerance for today’s reading
in 2 John. There we are told in no
uncertain terms that not all views are
correct. Indeed, Scripture tells us that
anyone who does not “acknowledge
Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh . . .
is the deceiver and the antichrist” (v. 7).
In fact, such a denial is dangerous and
must be avoided at all costs.
Why? Is 2 John just being intolerant
of those who happen to have a
different view? Absolutely not, because
denying the Incarnation is not just a

matter of personal opinion; the truth
of the Incarnation is central to faith
and salvation. Those who reject the
Incarnation are essentially rejecting
God Himself. Scripture warns us:
Anyone who “does not continue in the
teaching of Christ does not have God”
(v. 9). Our path to the Father is through
the Incarnate Son; to reject the Son is
to reject the Father and all hope
of salvation.
Notice also that this is not just about
private belief, but is a matter for the
whole community. Particularly when
ancient Christians used to gather for
worship in homes, to “take them into
your house or welcome” (v. 10) those
who deny Christ would be to embrace
fundamental error as part of the deep
fellowship of the faith. In other words,
correct faith about the person of Christ
is the essential glue that holds together
genuine Christian fellowship.
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PRAY WITH US

The fourth-century Christian Athanasius of
Alexandria was exiled five times for defending
the humanity and divinity of Christ. One of his
most famous works is a treatise called On the
Incarnation, in which he explains why it was
necessary for the Word to take on flesh. Add this
classic Christian work to your summer reading list.

The staff in the Office of
Institutional Effectiveness help
Moody’s education branch with
surveys, research, accreditation,
and assessment processes.
Would you pray for Camille
Ward, Daniel Hassler, and Kayla
Hembree today?
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READ 3 JOHN 1–8

Show hospitality . . . so that we may work together
for the truth.
3 John 8

SUNDAY
JUNE

18

Faithfulness and Hospitality
The Letters of John have a kind of
telescopic effect, each letter focusing
further in. First John addresses the
general Christian community, 2 John
addresses a particular church and its
concerns, and 3 John addresses an
individual leader named Gaius. Though
we know very little about this man,
3 John provides us with important
lessons about the Christian faith.

love by hosting other Christians who
were traveling through the area. In
an Empire where Christianity was a
minority religion and often viewed
with suspicion, hospitality was a true
blessing to traveling Christians. These
individuals may have been strangers
to Gaius (v. 5), but he received them in
great love, and a report had made its
way back to the elder.

We learn, for example, that “the elder”
was delighted to hear about Gaius’ faith
(v. 1). Notice that the letter commends
Gaius not just for doctrinal correctness
(“faithfulness in the truth”) but also for
a total life of faith (“how you continue
to walk in it”). Here was a man who
lived out his faith toward others. Gaius’
displays of Christian love were so wellknown because “some believers came
and testified” (v. 3) about it.

Gaius clearly took his faith seriously,
and the letter uses the occasion
to praise Gaius in his work and to
encourage him to remain steadfast
in it. John reminds Gaius that these
strangers had gone out “for the sake
of the Name” (v. 7), that is, as traveling
missionaries. Of course, such people
would receive “no help from the
pagans” (v. 7), which is why it was all
the more important “to show hospitality
to such people so that we may work
together for the truth” (v. 8).

We are not given many details, but it
appears that Gaius had demonstrated
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True Christian faith must care for the whole body
of Christ. What are some ways you can show
hospitality to other believers? Ask your pastor
if there are any traveling preachers or visiting
missionaries that you might open your home to. In
showing such hospitality, you live out the faith and
also “work together for the truth” (v. 8).

Dr. Paul Nyquist, Moody’s
president, always appreciates
the prayers of the Moody family
for Moody Global Ministries and
for his service here. Your prayer
will be an encouragement today
as he celebrates Father’s Day with
his family.
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READ 3 JOHN 9–15
MONDAY
JUNE
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We have not stopped praying for you.
We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will.
Colossians 1:9

Pastoral Admonitions
Scholar and pastor J. I. Packer notes
that the Puritans often referred to
pastors as “physicians of the soul.”
They meant that just as a medical
physician cares for the health of the
body, the Christian minister should be
concerned with the spiritual health of
the congregation.
Third John would agree—but as we
see in today’s reading, care for spiritual
health often requires addressing
difficult issues. The man named
Diotrephes, either a member of Gaius’
church or perhaps one of its leaders,
“loves to be first” (v. 9). Unlike the
servant leadership exhibited by Christ,
Diotrephes sought the spotlight and
enjoyed being in charge. Second,
he refused the very hospitality for
which Gaius had been commended.
Diotrephes “even refuses to welcome
other believers” and “stops those who
want to do so.” Finally, Diotrephes
seemed to be talking behind the elder’s

back, “spreading malicious nonsense
about us” (v. 10).
These traits were not idiosyncrasies
of a quirky leader. Scripture calls them
“evil,” and they should not be imitated.
Moreover, the evil actions and attitude
of Diotrephes demonstrated that he
had not really been transformed by a
genuine encounter with God: “Anyone
who does what is good is from God.
Anyone who does what is evil has not
seen God” (v. 11). Part of the purpose
of 3 John was to warn Gaius about the
seriousness of Diotrephes.
The letter ends on a bright note. John
commends another man, Demetrius,
as being “well spoken of by everyone”
(v. 12). Gaius should be encouraged
by the news that the elder would be
coming for a personal visit where “we
will talk face to face” (v. 14). Third John
concludes with a pastoral offer of peace
and greetings from friends.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

How often do you pray for and support the many
pastors and ministers who work faithfully as
“physicians of the soul?” This week pray for the
ministers of your church by name. Ask God to
bless their health, family, and ministry. Then take
time to write a personal note of encouragement.

Collin Lambert, VP of Moody
Radio, requests your prayers
for the radio ministry at Moody
through which the Word of God
goes out into the world with
power on more than 35 radio
stations, network programs,
internet channels, and podcasts.
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READ JUDE 1–7
TUESDAY

Contend for the faith that was once for all
entrusted to God’s holy people.

JUNE

Jude 3

20

Contend for the Faith
While driving through mountain roads,
it is not uncommon to turn a bend and
see not only beautiful vistas but also
guard rails and warning signs. At these
heights, one wrong turn or inattentive
moment could be disastrous. As our
study moves into the book of Jude, we
have a similar set of cautions.
Jude begins with a moving affirmation
of our Christian identity. We are “those
who have been called, who are loved
in God the Father and kept for Jesus
Christ” (v. 1). The description aptly fits
the journey of the Christian life. We are
called into relationship with God, we are
loved throughout our lives, and we are
kept safe by Jesus until the end. God’s
wonderful gifts of “mercy, peace and
love” belong to us “in abundance” (v. 2).
Jude would have preferred to continue
writing about “the salvation we share”
(v. 3); yet, other matters pressed him in
a different direction. The church faced

great danger, even within their own
community, and Jude wrote to warn
them to be attentive and “contend for
the faith that was once for all entrusted
to God’s holy people” (v. 3).
The primary danger was that certain
ungodly individuals had “slipped in
among you” (v. 4a). They had taken
the beautiful message of God’s grace
and perverted it into “a license for
immorality.” Moreover, they “deny Jesus
Christ our only Sovereign and Lord”
(v. 4b). Cheap grace and a denigration
of Christ’s lordship are the twin
concerns of Jude.
Today’s reading ends with stern
reminders from history about the fate of
such people. The unbelieving Israelites,
the fallen angels, and the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah all serve as
warnings of those who rejected God’s
grace. The results were disastrous for
them all.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

How do you contend for the faith? Are you active
in prayer, corporate worship, Bible reading and
study? Take time to assess your spiritual health
and take steps to revitalize your faith. Remember,
too, that the God who called you, loves you, and
keeps you, also provides you with grace for the
journey “in abundance.”

Reflecting our founder’s, D. L.
Moody’s initials, WDLM was the
third Moody Radio station to hit
the airwaves, and it now serves
Illinois and Iowa with Christian
programming. Please pray for its
staff: Ken Brooks, Deb Gustafson,
Jeremy Jones, and Jason Crosby.
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READ JUDE 8–16
WEDNESDAY
JUNE
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See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon
thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone.
Jude 14–15

Warnings against the Ungodly
Collage is an artistic technique that
combines a variety of images, colors,
and shapes in order to create a larger
composite picture. Many collage artists
will also mix textures, such as paper,
fabric, and metal, as part of a single
work. Our reading from Jude presents a
kind of ancient literary collage, drawing
on a mixture of word pictures, biblical
texts, and other written sources.
The purpose of this literary collage
was to highlight the seriousness of
the ungodly infiltrators in the Christian
community. Echoing the twin dangers
from the previous verses, Jude now
describes these ungodly individuals
as polluting their bodies, rejecting
authority, and slandering heaven.
They were immoral rebels who tainted
the very body of Christ with their
wickedness and indifference toward sin.
Jude uses a cascade of figures, events,
and images to paint the picture in full.

These individuals were bolder than the
angels themselves, murderers like Cain,
false teachers like Balaam, and rebels
like Korah. They were clouds without
rain, trees without fruit, waves without
calm, and stars without light. Although
their message of cheap grace and
flouting of authority promised much, the
result was empty and debased.
Indeed, their end was prophesied
earlier: “See, the Lord is coming with
thousands upon thousands of his
holy ones to judge everyone, and to
convict all of them of all the ungodly
acts . . . [and] defiant words” (vv. 14–15).
One would think that these numerous
biblical examples, the variety of word
pictures, and the warning of judgment
would arrest their attention and transform their behavior. But these ungodly
individuals only carried on their selfserving ways. The stark warnings of
Jude are necessary for any community
faced with false teaching.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

You could use Jude’s literary collage as inspiration
for a visual art piece. Using either collage or
drawing, put some of the images from today’s
passage on paper, and on the other side write or
sketch an image for Proverbs 18:10: “The name of
the LORD is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it
and are safe.”

Please support in prayer today
and tomorrow one more Moody
Radio station broadcasting
in Indiana. We praise God for
its staff—Ray Hashley, Darcey
Christianson, and Nancy Graves—
whose ministry at WGNR helps
listeners in their walk with Christ.
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READ JUDE 17–25

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling . . .
be glory, majesty, power and authority.
Jude 24–25

THURSDAY

JUNE

22

Exhortations to Persevere
After 23 years as a Navy SEAL, Clint
Emerson wrote the book, 100 Deadly
Skills, a survival guide for “eluding
pursuers, evading capture, and
surviving any dangerous situation.”
Our reading from Jude offers a similar
survival guide on how Christians today
might remain faithful in the midst of
dangerous teaching and surrounding
wickedness.
First, we must remember that danger
is neither new nor surprising. The
apostles of Christ foretold that “there
will be scoffers who will follow their
own ungodly desires” (v. 18). Second,
we should wait for Christ “to bring
you to eternal life” (v. 21). Our hope
is in the One who loves us and offers
grace and mercy. As we wait, Scripture
encourages us to remain in God’s love
by “building yourselves up” in the faith
and “praying in the Holy Spirit” (v. 20).
Christians must persist in prayer and
encourage the faith in one another.

But Christian community must not
simply turn inward, rejecting any who
struggle with the faith. We must extend
mercy to those in the community “who
doubt” (v. 22). Likewise, seeing others
entrapped by false teaching or sin,
we must “save [them] by snatching
them from the fire.” As Jude advises,
we must show “mercy mixed with
fear” (v. 23). Because false teaching is
dangerous, we must have caution, but
for the same reason we must attempt
to call others away from their peril.
Above all, Scripture reminds us that
remaining firm in the faith is not
something we do in our own strength.
There is One “who is able to keep you
from stumbling and to present you
before his glorious presence without
fault and with great joy” (v. 24). To Him
belongs all praise and glory, for He is
our true survival guide.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Seek out those you know you have fallen into
doubt or sin. With a mixture of caution and tender
mercy, call them back to Christ. Warn them of the
dangers of sin, but also remind them of the great
love and grace found in our Lord. You don’t need
all the answers, just a loving heart, a listening ear,
and a readiness to point them to Christ.

Would you uphold in prayer again
the staff of Moody Radio’s WGNR:
Susan Hoeing, Kelli Thompson,
Tom Winn, and Linda Yeager? As
they faithfully bring the Word of
Truth to their listeners, ask God to
bless their service.

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 29

READ PHILEMON 1–16
FRIDAY
JUNE
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There is neither . . . slave nor free . . . for you are
all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28

New Relationships in Christ
Historians estimate that as much as one
third of urban populations in the ancient
Roman Empire were slaves. Slaves
were looked on with condescension;
their only purpose was to obey the
instructions of their master, and they
could be coerced by beatings.
Understanding these ancient attitudes
toward slaves is important background
for our next small book, the letter to
Philemon. While in prison, Paul wrote to
the Christian man Philemon about his
runaway slave, Onesimus. The wisdom
of Paul’s letter lies in its theology of the
Christian community, emphasizing our
new relationships in Christ.
Paul began by commending Philemon
for his “love for all [God’s] holy people”
and his “faith in the Lord Jesus” (v. 5).
He highlighted Philemon’s “partnership
with us in the faith [and] . . . every good
thing we share for the sake of Christ”
(v. 6). He again praised Philemon’s love

which had “given me great joy and
encouragement,” reminding him that he
was a “brother” in Christ (v. 7). Here was
a man of faith and love.
Paul was now sending the slave
Onesimus back to Philemon, but
something had changed. Under Paul’s
teaching, Onesimus had become a
Christian, and for that reason Philemon
should no longer see him as a slave,
but “better than a slave, as a dear
brother” (v. 16). While staying with Paul,
Onesimus had become very dear to
him, and Paul now urged Philemon
to view his former slave differently.
Because of the slave’s new faith,
Onesimus should be seen “as a fellow
man and as a brother in the Lord” (v. 16).
In the second half of the letter, Paul
makes a radical appeal to Philemon,
urging him to see Onesimus’ new
identity: he is a full member of Christ
and a brother in the Lord.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

How might the wisdom of Philemon help you view
your Christian brothers and sisters in a new way?
Whatever our former relationships, in Christ we are
now siblings. In prayer, ask God to help you grasp
that “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).

Pray for Moody Theological
Seminary professors—Andrew
Pflederer, Brad Baurain, Daniel
Green, and David Woodall, that
God would encourage them by
His Word and strengthen them by
His Spirit, as they minister to their
students on our Chicago campus.
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READ PHILEMON 17–25

If you consider me a partner, welcome [Onesimus]
as you would welcome me.
Philemon 17

SATURDAY
JUNE

24

A Radical Plea
Yesterday we saw the way Paul
challenged Philemon to see Onesimus
differently now that the slave had
become a Christian. Today, Paul
challenges another common Roman
practice: the treatment of runaway
slaves with severe punishment.
Given this cultural expectation and
Onesimus’ slave status, Paul’s plea was
quite radical. He was urging Philemon
to treat Onesimus not with punishment
but with love, respect, and welcome.
Now that Onesimus was a Christian,
Paul highlighted their partnership with
one another and urged Philemon to
put into practice his own “partnership
with us in the faith” (v. 6). Notice Paul’s
emphasis on partnership, which he
repeats throughout this letter: “If
you consider me a partner, welcome
him as you would welcome me” (v.
17). That deep Christian fellowship is
emphasized again when Paul asserted:

“If he has done you any wrong or owes
you anything, charge it to me” (v. 18).
As brothers and sisters in Christ, we
must not only change the way we
view one another, we must also treat
one another in ways that reflect that
new relationship. Paul’s earlier words
were already pressing Philemon in this
direction, but then he went further. He
asked Philemon to have “some benefit
(onaimen) from you in the Lord” (v. 20),
a play on the slave’s name Onesimus,
which means “benefit.” Not only was
Paul asking Philemon to view and
welcome Onesimus as a brother, he
was asking Philemon to release his
slave for service to Paul, to allow the
“beneficial one” (Onesimon) to remain
a “benefit” (onaimen) to Paul by staying
with him. For a first-century slaveholder,
this was a radical request indeed, but
in light of the gospel, it was the full
realization of their true relationship
in Christ.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Yesterday we were encouraged to view our
Christian relationships with new eyes. Today we
are urged to put that perspective into practice. The
reality is that we will need to forgive each other
and offer restoration to brothers and sisters. Is
there someone whom you need to forgive? Is there
someone whom you’ve marginalized as inferior?

Today, please continue to keep in
your prayers the faculty at MTS–
Chicago. Ask the Lord to guide
James Coakley, Deborah Gorton,
John Trent, and Rick Manabat as
they teach Bible-based, practical
courses, sharing their knowledge
with their students.
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READ TITUS 1:1–9
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JUNE
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[An overseer] must hold firmly to the trustworthy
message as it has been taught.
Titus 1:9

Qualities of Godly Leadership
New parents quickly realize the fragility
and dependency of the new life entrusted
to them. A newborn requires protection,
love, and nourishment, and a growing
child will need godly parents to provide
education, discipline, and leadership.
The church also needs godly leadership
for healthy spiritual maturity. Paul wrote
to his “true son in our common faith”
(v. 4), Titus, in order to help the fledgling
churches in Crete along this path of
spiritual growth. After an introduction
reminding Titus of “the hope of eternal
life” (v. 2) and Paul’s own apostolic
call, Paul’s primary concern was one of
church organization: to “appoint elders
in every town” (v. 5).
Paul delineated the qualifications for
being an elder. In the moral realm, an
elder must be “blameless” (v. 6)—not in
the sense of being sinless, but of being
upstanding in the public community.
An elder should also be “faithful to his

wife” (v. 6). In an age when adultery and
womanizing were commonly accepted,
Paul called leaders of the church to
marital faithfulness. Leadership ability
was also important. Elders’ children
should “believe” (v. 6) and not lead lives
of licentiousness and disobedience.
One who cannot govern his own family
is ill-suited to govern God’s family.
Indeed, Paul named the church “God’s
household” (v. 7), and the overseer was
called to similar qualities of life as the
member. Morally, the overseer should
demonstrate a respectable and selfcontrolled life. There was no room for a
quick temper, drunkenness, violence, or
selfish ambition. Instead, his life should
exemplify hospitality, a love for good,
and disciplines that promote holiness.
The overseer should also have deep
knowledge of the faith and an ability
to protect it and proclaim it. With all of
these qualities, God’s church can be led
to spiritual maturity.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Churches still need godly leadership, both in
the present and in future generations. Pray for
students in seminaries and Bible schools around
the world, including at Moody Bible Institute, who
are training to minister in God’s church. Ask God
to gift them with moral rectitude, leadership ability,
and deep knowledge of the faith.

In conclusion of our prayers for
the MTS faculty in Chicago, please
add to your prayer list Ryan Cook,
Sajan Mathews, Valencia Wiggins,
and William Thrasher. May their
teaching and interaction with
students be always grounded
in Scripture!
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READ TITUS 1:10–16

Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be
sound in the faith.
Titus 1:13

MONDAY

JUNE

26

Rebuke Opponents of the Faith
Today, when we receive a letter, email,
or text, we understand the meaning
largely because we share a cultural
context with the sender. The same,
of course, was true for ancient letters
such as the one written to Titus. Titus
certainly knew the identity of these
false teachers, and even though today
we’re not sure exactly who the false
teachers were, we can still gain wisdom
from the severe warning against them.
These opponents of the faith had some
connection with Judaizers, those who
taught that all Christians—including
Gentiles—had to follow the Mosaic
Law to please God. They were “of
the circumcision group” (v. 10) and
adhered to “Jewish myths” and “merely
human commands” (v. 14). Their Jewish
ethnicity was not the problem, but their
false teaching was. They engaged
in “meaningless talk and deception”
(v. 10) and taught things “they ought
not to teach” (v. 11). These opponents

“reject the truth” (v. 14) and did so “for
the sake of dishonest gain” (v. 11). As
a result, they were “disrupting whole
households” (v. 11), a reference not to
personal families, but “households” of
the church itself. These false teachers
were jeopardizing the stability of faithful
churches across Crete. Moreover, their
teaching was self-damaging. Although
they claimed to know God, “both
their minds and consciences” were
corrupted. (v. 15). False teaching led to
false living, “unfit for doing anything
good” (v. 16).
But Paul did not simply want to point
out their error. He advised Titus, first,
to “silence” them (v. 11), a strong word
meaning “to muzzle.” Their teaching
must be stopped. Second, Titus must
“rebuke them sharply” (v. 13), but not
just to score points. The purpose of the
rebuke was “so that they will be sound
in the faith” (v. 14). Severe correction
was needed for severe restoration.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Scripture warns us about the importance of sound
teaching in the faith, because false teaching leads
to disobedient living. This is one reason daily Bible
study is so important. Be encouraged in your own
commitment to spending time in God’s Word, and
share this message—and Today in the Word—with
friends or family who need sound Bible study.

Today and tomorrow, would you
bring before the Lord in prayer
the Moody Aviation school in
Spokane, Wash.? Flight instructors
and avionics shop supervisors,
Ian Kerrigan, Jay Bigley, Joel
Powell, and Neal Bachman, will be
grateful for your prayer support.
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READ TITUS 2:1–8
TUESDAY
JUNE
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You, however, must teach what is appropriate to
sound doctrine.
Titus 2:1

Sound Faith, Sound Living
After the trauma of major surgery, the
body must rest and heal. Doctors,
nurses, and family members all work
hard to help the patient regain a sound,
healthy body, where all the parts are
whole and functioning properly. A
similar kind of “spiritual soundness”
is the concern of today’s passage
where Titus was told to “teach what is
appropriate to sound doctrine” (v. 1).
Notice the two-fold focus. Titus must
not only teach the sound doctrine itself
but also “what is appropriate” to it, that
is, a lifestyle consistent with sound
doctrine. The two go hand in hand, for
a doctrinally sound church should also
have sound morals. So after having
surgically removed the danger of false
teaching, Titus must now instruct in
proper living.
Titus was to teach the older men to be
“temperate, worthy of respect, [and]
self-controlled” (v. 2), virtues many

Greco-Romans already prized. But
there was a Christian dimension as
well: to be “sound in faith, in love and
in endurance.” They needed to live out
their faith in tangible ways. Likewise,
Titus was to teach the older women
to show reverence and self-control in
body and speech. Their actions around
the home were to demonstrate good
management of the household as
well as love and respect for husbands
and children. Older women were also
expected to teach the younger women
to follow their examples.
Finally, Titus was to “encourage the
young men to be self-controlled” (v. 6).
This is less about formal instruction
and more about providing an example
of doing good and showing “integrity,
seriousness and soundness of speech”
(vv. 7–8). Notice the repetition of
“soundness” throughout the passage.
Whether male or female, young or old, a
sound faith must include sound living.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Notice that Scripture expects sound Christian
living to happen in community, with mutual effort.
If you are young in the faith, seek out an older,
wiser Christian to share wisdom and spiritual
insight with you. If you have been in the faith a
while, seek out a younger Christian and offer a
mentoring relationship of walking in faith together.

Continue praying for Moody
Aviation, and specifically for
God’s grace, love, and strength
to abide with the staff of airframe
and power plant maintenance:
Brian Writebol, Gregory Heller,
Jodi Appleby, Mark McIntire, and
Steven Thimsen.
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READ TITUS 2:9–15

For the grace of God has appeared that offers
salvation to all people.
Titus 2:11

WEDNESDAY

JUNE

28

Adorning God’s Grace
A costly jewel is meant to be polished,
cleaned, and displayed. Proper care
will result in a beautifully shining gem
for others to see. Neglect of the jewel,
however, will leave it tarnished and
hidden from sight.
In today’s Scripture, Paul instructed
slaves to be subject to their
masters with respect, honesty, and
trustworthiness so that “they may
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior”
(v. 10, ESV). The verb “adorn” here was
commonly used for displaying jewels,
and the implication is that we should
treat our salvation like a jewel, using
our lives as a means of displaying the
beauty of God’s grace to the world.
That world-focus is apparent as
Scripture reminds us that “the grace of
God . . . offers salvation to all people”
(v. 11). God’s concern is not just with a
few individuals, but the whole world.

So how are we to “adorn” God’s saving
grace for the world to see? First, we
must say “‘No’ to ungodliness and
worldly passions.” Second, we must live
“self-controlled, upright and godly lives
in this present age” (v. 12). We glorify
God and highlight His grace by resisting
evil and doing good.
Our lives not only stand as a witness
to the world but also prepare us for
“the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (v. 13).
We belong to Christ and wait for Him,
because He is the one who “gave
himself for us to redeem us from all
wickedness and to purify for himself a
people that are his very own, eager to
do what is good” (v. 14).
In short, our lives of obedience are a
response to His salvation and a way to
adorn His grace for the world to see.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Scripture reminds us of the importance of
obedience as we await the glory of our Savior’s
coming. Take time to list areas in your life where
a resounding “No” needs to be reinforced. Then
list the positive ways your life can be a witness to
God’s grace. In prayer, ask God to conform your
life more and more into His image.

Moody Distance Learning brings
Moody education to learners of all
places, cultures, and generations.
Bryan O’Neal, VP and dean of
MDL, requests your prayers for
the expansion of the Lord’s work
of Christian education through
Moody Distance Learning.
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READ TITUS 3:1–8
THURSDAY
JUNE

29

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy.
Titus 3:5

Saved for a Purpose
Learning is often a matter of repetitions
and reminders. Hearing something
once is rarely enough to remember
it forever; we need to rehearse our
previous learning again and again.
The same is true in the Christian life,
which is why Titus 3 begins with the
words: “Remind the people” (v. 1). The
forthcoming instructions are not new;
they are needed reminders for the
Christian life. First, Scripture reminds
us of our duty of obedience toward
those in authority. There may be a time
when our allegiance to God calls for
disobedience to the state (see Acts
5:29), but in general, Christians should
be “ready to do whatever is good”
(v. 1) in cooperation with government
authorities. Second, Scripture reminds
us of our duties “toward everyone” (v.
2), Christians and non-Christians alike.
Our speech, actions, and attitudes
should display gentleness, love, and
genuine courtesy.

In case we are tempted to think that
this makes us superior to other people,
Scripture reminds us what our lives are
like without Christ: “foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds
of passions and pleasures. We lived
in malice and envy, being hated and
hating one another” (v. 3). And lest we
are tempted to think that an obedient
life earns God’s grace, Scripture
reminds us that it was God who saved
us, “not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy”
(v. 5).
The remainder of our passage
underscores the gift and purpose
of God’s salvation. It came from the
“kindness and love of God” (v. 4).
Our regeneration and renewal was
“poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior” (v. 6). And as
“heirs having the hope of eternal life”
(v. 7), a life of good works is the only
fitting response.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Good works must always be done as a response to
God’s grace, not as a means of earning it. Ponder
the richness of God’s salvation in verses 4 through
7, and spend time reflecting on how you’ve seen
God’s grace in your own life. Take time to praise
Him for His goodness, and consider how you can
share your testimony with someone else.

Pray for Don Martindell, Nathan
Strand, Roberto Rivera, Unity
Ostercamp, and Catherine
Christopher at Practical Christian
Ministry as they facilitate our
students’ after-class work at
hundreds of churches and
ministries across Chicago.
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READ TITUS 3:9–15

Our people must learn to devote themselves to
doing what is good.
Titus 3:14

FRIDAY
JUNE

30

Final Admonitions
Taking their cue from Ecclesiastes 3, the
musical group The Byrds produced the
1965 hit, “Turn! Turn! Turn!” One stanza
proclaims: “A time of love, a time of hate
/ A time of war, a time of peace / A time
you may embrace / A time to refrain
from embracing.”
Today’s final admonitions to Titus
encourage a similar discernment.
Previously, Titus had been instructed
to confront and correct false teaching.
Core doctrine must be defended. Now,
Paul warned Titus to avoid engaging
others in “foolish controversies and
genealogies and arguments and
quarrels.” Squabbling over trivial
matters is “unprofitable and useless”
(v. 9).
Likewise, Titus must avoid divisive
individuals in the community. They
should be warned twice, but if there
is no change, “have nothing to do
with them” (v. 10). Discerning the right

response to divisive controversies and
personalities is important for godly
leadership in the church.
Finally, Paul added some concluding
instructions about daily, practical
concerns for the church. Zenas and
Apollos, traveling missionaries, would
be passing through Crete; Titus was to
help them and provide for their needs.
And in more general terms, Titus was
to instruct the churches in Crete to
“devote themselves to doing what is
good” (v. 14).
Finally, the seemingly mundane
concerns demonstrate the importance
of a conscious commitment to daily
Christian living. Even while we await the
coming of our Savior, we must not lose
sight of the identity of the community,
the needs of others, or our dedication
to doing good. To do so, of course,
we needs Paul’s concluding blessing:
“Grace be with you all” (v. 15).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

As we conclude this month’s study, review some of
the lessons you have learned about the Christian
community: our identity, interpersonal dynamics,
relationship with the world, and leadership. Pray
that the wisdom you have gained this month
will manifest itself in your life and in your church
community in the months to come.

On this last day of our study of the
six New Testament letters, let us
thank God for the wise instruction
they provide regarding Christian
life and discipleship. Let’s thank
Him for His immense love and
amazing grace that keep us on
the path of righteousness.
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I consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory
that will be revealed.
Romans 8:18
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