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When I was a kid, 
there were books 
where you could 
choose your own 
adventure. You got 
to decide what the 
main character 
should do next. 

Should he enter the mysterious tunnel or 
turn back through the woods? The best 
part was that you were in charge. But 
you were always a bit worried, hoping 
you had chosen well. One bad decision 
could lead to a disastrous ending.
 I wonder if the disciples sensed 
during the last Passover meal that they 
were nearing a critical juncture of their 
story. In Matthew 26, Jesus gives them 
a clear hint at what was coming: “My 
appointed time is near” (v. 18). This 
wasn’t the first time He had spoken 
of His death and resurrection, but the 
disciples failed to understand.
 During the meal, Jesus told them 
surprising things: one of them would 
betray Him (v. 21), they would fall away, 
and Peter would deny Him three times 
(vv. 31–35). And over the next few days, 
those things happened. To top that, the 
Teacher they loved was arrested, tried, 
and crucified. I’m sure they wanted 
Jesus to come down from the cross and 

slay the soldiers. They never thought He 
would die a horrible death. 
 I can only imagine their grief and 
confusion. They probably felt like they’d 
failed. Their story had ended badly. You 
and I know how that feels. Sometimes 
our lives don’t turn out the way we 
expected. A close friend dies of cancer. 
We lose a job. A family member faces 
addiction. We may think, “God, I thought 
it would end differently.” But we can find 
great comfort by turning our attention to 
the Resurrection, to what happened next. 
 God gave the disciples an ending 
they never expected. Matthew 28 begins: 
“There was a violent earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled 
back the stone and sat on it” (v 2). Jesus 
was not dead; He had risen! First Peter 
1:3 tells us “In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” 
 Friend, you and I do not need 
to blindly turn the pages of our lives, 
hoping for the best possible ending. 
We can live each day with hope and 
confidence because God owns our story. 
We serve a risen Savior who conquered 
the grave and has secured our eternal 
future.  

Today with Mark Jobe

An Unexpected Ending

“We can live each day with hope and confidence 
because God owns our story.”

From the President of Moody Bible Institute

(800) 356-6639



MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE

What does it mean when Jesus said to 
“make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 
28:19)? Today, we think of nations as 
geographical and political entities. Does 
making disciples of all nations mean 
traveling to another country to share the 
gospel? In Jesus’ day, the Greek term for 
nations referred primarily to ethnic or 
people groups. 
 You’ll find the same term in 
Matthew 24:9, where Jesus warned His 
disciples that they would be “hated 
by all nations” because of Him. In 
verse 14, Jesus told His disciples that 
the gospel of the kingdom would be 
preached “in the whole world” before 
the end would come. This term often 
referred to the Roman Empire. 
 In both passages, Jesus describes an 
expanding mission. When He first sent 
out the twelve, He limited their activity 
to “the lost sheep of Israel” (Matt. 10:6). 
This narrow focus did not mean Jesus 
had no interest in non-Jews. We know 
that part of His ministry was carried out 
in regions where non-Jews lived, like 
Tyre and Sidon, Caesarea Philippi, and 

Samaria (Matt. 15:21; Mark 8:27; John 
4). Jesus praised the faith of a Canaanite 
woman (Matt. 15:28). God’s interest in 
the Gentiles was mentioned in the Old 
Testament. Isaiah 49:6 promised that 
Israel’s Messiah would be a “light to the 
Gentiles.” 
 These examples foreshadowed 
one of the great surprises of the New 
Testament: the temporary hardening of 
Israel so the Gentiles could be included 
in the promises of God. Paul would later 
call this a “mystery,” a hidden truth now 
revealed (Rom. 11:25). God did not 
replace Israel with Gentiles. Instead, the 
apostle compared their inclusion to the 
grafting of a wild branch into a native 
tree, saying those who had been grafted 
in should not consider themselves 
superior (Rom. 11:17–18).
 There is no longer a divide between 
Jews and Gentiles who have trusted in 
Christ; the wall of separation has been 
torn down (Gal 3:28; Eph. 2:14). There 
are no outsiders. The glue that knits 
together these once divided people 
groups is the saving work of Jesus.  

Practical Theology

For Further Study
To learn more read The Moody Handbook of Messianic Prophecy edited 
 by Michael Rydelnik and Edwin Blum (Moody Publishers).

Jesus and the Gentiles

“There is no longer a divide between 
Jews and Gentiles who have trusted in Christ; 
the wall of separation has been torn down.”

by John Koessler



We hope these questions will help you consider (or discuss with others) what God 
is teaching you through this month’s study of His Word. We’ve left a bit of room to 
write down your thoughts as well! 

WEEK 1: What do you think Mary found most surprising about the angel’s 
announcement that she would give birth to Israel’s Messiah?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEEK 2: Jesus’ followers were called disciples. How would you define a disciple?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEEK 3: What would you consider Jesus’ most surprising teaching?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEEK 4: What “surprised” you about this month’s study of the Gospel of Matthew? 
What did you learn for the first time?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Go Deeper

(800) 356-6639
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 Our Surprising Savior
You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.—Matthew 16:16

Jesus broke every expectation the Jewish people had about their Messiah. He 
looked more like a servant than a king. He called poor fishermen, not men of 
power, as His disciples. He ate at the home of a tax collector and healed the 
daughter of a Canaanite woman. Rather than assuming an earthly throne, he  
died a shameful death on the cross. Finally, He stunned even those closest to  
Him by rising from the dead and claiming victory over the grave. But as we read 
through Matthew’s Gospel, we’ll see that our surprising Savior was indeed the 
Jewish Messiah predicted in the Old Testament. 
 This Gospel is as relevant for us and our churches in this digital age as it was 
for the original 1st-century readers. Of the four Gospels only in Matthew’s Gospel 
does the word church appear (chapters 16 and 18), and he concludes with the 
Great Commission: Jesus sending God’s people into the world with His message. 
We pray that this study of our magnificent, surprising, merciful, and loving Savior 
will help you:
 
• Experience Jesus the way those who walked and talked with Him did
• Renew your wonder about Jesus’ words and deeds
• Strengthen your faith in the person of Christ and increase your love for Him

 Thank you for being a part of the Today in the Word family. It’s a privilege  
for us to study the Bible along with you each month. We appreciate each one  
of you! 
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Pray with Us 

A Surprising Arrival

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,  
because he will save his people from their sins.—Matthew 1:21

Wednesday, April 1

Read Matthew 1

Surprises can be paralyzing . . . or at 
least for 1/20th of a second. That’s what 
Tania Luna, a researcher who studies 
how surprise affects the brain, says. She 
says surprises can freeze our attention 
and intensify our emotions. 
 The surprise effect was probably 
true for many who encountered Jesus. 
This month we will focus on the 
ways Jesus surprised those who had 
waited for a Messiah, and the way He 
still surprises us today. Although the 
Savior’s birth was predicted in the Old 
Testament, His arrival probably came 
as a surprise to Joseph and Mary. They 
had been taught that Israel’s Messiah 
would be born to a woman, but they 
most likely did not expect God would 
be the child’s father. Joseph’s initial 
reaction agrees with Luke’s assertion 
that Mary became pregnant apart from 
any human agency. 
 Joseph’s initial intent to divorce 
Mary is proof that the pregnancy 
occurred before the two of them came 
together as husband and wife. The 
child had been conceived by the Holy 

Spirit (v. 20; see also Luke 1:34–35). 
The doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ 
is foundational to the Christian faith 
because it is proof of Jesus’ unique 
nature. His divine nature enabled 
Him to be a sinless sacrifice, and His 
human nature qualified Him to be our 
compassionate High Priest. 
 This first and most fundamental 
surprise sets the stage for the rest of  
Jesus’ life and ministry. Paul expressed 
it in these words: “Beyond all question, 
the mystery from which true godliness 
springs is great: He appeared in the 
flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was 
seen by angels, was preached among 
the nations, was believed on in the 
world, was taken up in glory” (1 Tim. 
3:16).  
	As we begin this study, ask God 
to open your eyes to the wonder of 
Christ’s words and deeds. Prepare 
yourself to be pleasantly surprised by 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. And, while 
we will focus on select passages, 
we encourage you to read through 
Matthew’s entire gospel.

As we start our study of the Gospel of Matthew this month, let’s lift up to the Lord 
in prayer our time in His Word. May the Holy Spirit open our hearts to a deeper 
understanding of Christ’s person and ministry.
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Pray with Us 

Unexpected Guests

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him.—Matthew 2:11

Thursday, April 2

Read Matthew 2

Even though I grew up in an 
unchurched home, our family had 
a small nativity scene that we put 
on display each Christmas. I was 
fascinated by the story of Christ’s birth 
and especially intrigued by the Magi. 
I spent hours under our Christmas tree 
looking at the nativity scene imagining 
their visit. 
 The Magi’s arrival in Jerusalem was 
a surprise to one person in particular: 
Herod (v. 3). Herod was very disturbed, 
not just by the unexpected arrival of 
these foreign dignitaries, but by the 
news they brought: a child had been 
born who was destined to be the King 
of the Jews. They had learned of this 
by signs and had come to pay homage 
to Him (v. 2). They openly stated that 
they intended to worship the child. 
To learn of a new king was distressing 
enough to someone like Herod who 
was famous for jealously protecting his 
power, even to the point of executing 
members of his own family. But to hear 
Jesus spoken of as divine must have 
upped his concern.

 A plan was set in action. Herod 
asked the chief priests and teachers 
of the law for the location of the 
Messiah’s birth. While he claimed 
to want to worship the child, he had 
ulterior motives. His subsequent 
actions showed that he had murder on 
his mind. God warned the magi to go 
home by a different route (v. 12). 
 Before their departure, they 
left behind precious gifts that were 
probably used by Joseph and Mary 
to fund their flight into Egypt out of 
Herod’s murderous reach (vv. 13–16).  
The arrival of the magi stirred the entire 
city of Jerusalem and led to the tragic 
death of many children in Bethlehem 
(v. 16). 
	The unexpected arrival of the 
Magi triggered the first fatal blows in 
a spiritual war that is still being waged 
today. If you know Christ, you are both 
a soldier and a target in that fight (2 
Tim. 2:3–4).  Although the battle rages, 
the war has already been won by 
Christ.

Lord Jesus, we thank you that in the spiritual war waged from the creation of the 
world you are already the winner. Thank you that the battle is won! Help us by  
your Spirit to live today in light of your victory and to follow you boldly.
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Pray with Us 

An Unanticipated Request

This is my Son, whom I love;  
with him I am well pleased.—Matthew 3:17

Friday, April 3

Read Matthew 3

The meeting had just begun when 
Greg rose from his seat. He grabbed 
the water pitcher and quietly began 
pouring water for those around the 
conference table. It took a few minutes 
before they realized it was a vice-
president, the highest-ranking person in 
the room, who had served them. 
 Certainly it was a surprising 
moment when John realized that Jesus 
had come to him to be baptized. John 
objected. “I need to be baptized by 
you,” he said, “and do you come to 
me?” John was familiar with Jesus 
on two levels. First, he and Jesus had 
family ties. John’s mother was Mary’s 
relative (Luke 1:36). But John was also 
aware of Jesus’ divine lineage. John 
recognized that Jesus was “the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). Jesus was the 
promised one whose impending arrival 
John had announced (Matt. 3:11–12). 
 Jesus’ answer to John displayed 
humility and His mission. Jesus did 
not disagree with John’s assessment 
of the difference between them, but 

He explained that the baptism was 
proper “to fulfill all righteousness” (v. 
15). By being baptized, Jesus showed 
that He had come into the world to 
serve as our representative. Not only 
did Jesus come to die as the payment 
for our sin, He came to accomplish 
our righteousness. Jesus provided 
the obedience that we are unable to 
give. The Old Testament law did not 
mandate John’s baptism. This is why 
Jesus characterized the act as “proper” 
rather than necessary. It was a symbolic 
action. After John baptized Jesus, God 
the Father and the Holy Spirit both 
testified to Jesus’ identity (vv. 16–17).  
The Holy Spirit appeared in the form 
of a dove as the Father spoke from 
heaven. 
	What are you depending upon for 
righteousness? Your own ability will 
always fall short. Jesus fulfilled the 
law in every point, “so that there may 
be righteousness for everyone who 
believes” (Rom. 10:4). Before you can 
follow Christ, you must first accept 
Him as your substitute.

Today’s devotional presents a beautiful picture of Jesus’ baptism “to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Our prayer today is that we would depend on Christ for our 
righteousness and live as people who are under grace, not under Law.
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Pray with Us 

An Unlikely Choice 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said,  
“and I will send you out to fish for people.”—Matthew 4:19

Saturday, April 4

Read Matthew 4

In her book Team of Rivals, historian 
Doris Kearns Goodwin described how 
Abraham Lincoln chose an unlikely 
group of leaders to serve as his cabinet. 
Instead of surrounding himself with 
friends, he chose opponents and 
competitors. “[That] was evidence of 
a profound self-confidence and a first 
indication of what would prove to 
others a most unexpected greatness,” 
Goodwin observes. 
 Some may find Jesus’ selection of 
His inner circle even more surprising. 
He did not choose His disciples for 
their natural potential. They would 
all fail Him in the end. Jesus was also 
not blindsided by their inconsistency 
(Matt. 26:31–33). Recognizing who 
they were, He predicted what they 
would become. “Come, follow me,” 
Jesus said, “and I will send you out to 
fish for people” (Matt. 4:19). Later Jesus 
promised to use Peter to build a church 
that would prevail against the “gates of 
Hades” (Matt. 16:18). 
 Christ’s call came when the 
disciples were engaged in their 

ordinary occupations. Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John were fishing (vv. 
18–22). Their immediate response 
is impressive but not without a prior 
context. According to John’s Gospel, 
Peter, James, and John were already 
aware of Jesus and His ministry. 
Andrew had been a follower of John 
the Baptist and heard him identify 
Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” Peter was 
introduced to Jesus by his brother 
Andrew (John 1:35–42). 
 None of the disciples fully realized 
what they were getting themselves into. 
They only knew Jesus had promised to 
use them to do remarkable things. Their 
future success did not depend on their 
own ability but on the power of Christ 
at work in them. 
	Do you ever wonder what God 
“sees in you?” The answer is simple. 
If you belong to Jesus, He sees the 
righteousness of Christ. God also 
sees what He will make of your life. 
Accept Jesus’ call to follow and He will 
transform your life and use you in ways 
you never thought possible. 

The account of Jesus’ calling of His disciples gives us an example of how to follow 
Christ. We invite you to uphold in prayer Christ’s calling for each one of us. May  
we recognize His plan for our lives and follow Him without reservations.
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Pray with Us 

Amazed by His Teaching 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, 
 the crowds were amazed at his teaching.—Matthew 7:28

Sunday, April 5

Read Matthew 7:24–29

A popular website allows students 
to rate their college professors. The 
evaluations rate the professor by overall 
quality and level of difficulty. Students 
can also include comments about 
their experience. How would Jesus 
have scored on such a site? According 
to Matthew 7:28, His students were 
“amazed” by His teaching.
 One of Jesus’ most notable 
features was His authority. The teachers 
of the law in Jesus’ day often quoted 
those under whom they had studied 
or other widely recognized teachers as 
the authority for what they said. Jesus 
appealed directly to Scripture and to 
His own authority. Another reason 
Jesus’ teaching left people “amazed” 
is that He often included provocative 
statements and parables. 
 But not everyone who heard Jesus 
was “amazed” in a good way. Jesus 
was no entertainer and wasn’t trying 
to earn a good rating from those who 
listened. Even His own followers were 
sometimes alarmed by what He said 
(Matt. 15:12). Jesus’ teaching could be 

disturbing and even mystifying. What 
He said was not always simple, nor 
was it always easy to accept. Some 
people portray Jesus as a homespun 
philosopher who taught people 
using simple stories. In today’s lesson 
about the wise and foolish builders, 
the message was hard hitting. Jesus’ 
teaching astonished His friends and 
outraged His enemies, angering them 
so much that they wanted to kill Him.  
 We need to pay careful attention 
to the warning Jesus gives (vv. 26–27). 
We must build our lives on a solid 
foundation. Jesus’ assessment of 
those who reject His teaching is 
characteristically blunt. Whoever 
ignores the teaching of Jesus is a fool. 
	If you are struggling with Christ’s 
teaching today, ask God to give you 
understanding and a heart filled 
with faith. What Jesus teaches is not 
common sense. It is revelation from 
God. Because of this, we need the help 
of God’s Spirit both to understand and 
accept what Jesus has to say.

Father, give us understanding of Christ’s teaching, often paradoxical and surprising 
for us. Like His 1st-century listeners, we’re amazed by His statements and parables. 
Give us a heart of faith to understand, accept, and follow Christ’s teaching.
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Pray with Us 

Surprised by His Power

What kind of man is this?  
Even the winds and the waves obey him!—Matthew 8:27

Monday, April 6

Read Matthew 8:23–34

What makes you fearful? Spiders? 
Lightning storms? The dark? Fear can 
stop us in our tracks and make our 
heart beat faster. But not all fear is bad. 
The Bible describes a different type 
of fear, one that implies an attitude of 
awe and respect. Proverbs 9:10 calls 
the fear of the Lord “the beginning of 
wisdom.” 
 Today’s passage describes two 
different instances of fear. In one, the 
disciples are afraid of a storm and cry 
out to Jesus to save them. This storm 
was both real and dangerous. Matthew 
labeled it a “furious” storm in verse 24, 
using a word that elsewhere describes 
the shaking of an earthquake. The 
storm was so fierce the boat was in 
danger of being swamped. But in the 
face of this emergency, Jesus chided 
them for their fear. He calmed the 
storm, and their fear turned to puzzled 
amazement. 
 The other instance describes the 
fear felt by the townspeople after Jesus 
restored two demon-possessed men to 
their right mind. Jesus cast the demons 

into a herd of pigs who promptly 
drowned in a lake. The townspeople, 
who were probably Gentiles, were 
more afraid of Jesus than the demons 
and pleaded with Him to leave 
their region. Their reaction and the 
befuddlement of the disciples reveal 
problems of faith. 
 For the disciples it was a case 
of incomplete faith. And, while they 
had some faith, the inhabitants of the 
Gadarene village seem to have had 
none at all. The message? Those who 
have a little faith can increase in faith. 
Those who have no faith have no 
hope. It is not fear that is our problem, 
but faithlessness. The remedy for the 
paralyzing fear is the empowerment 
that comes through faith in Christ. 
	You may have good reasons for 
feeling afraid today. Fear is what we 
feel when we face problems that are 
beyond our control. Jesus has power 
over the natural and supernatural 
realms. Even if you only have a little 
faith, entrust yourself and your situation 
to Christ today. 

Today’s Scripture reading about God’s power prompts a prayer for Moody students, 
as Fall 2020 enrollment begins today. Pray for God’s guidance in our students’ lives 
and for the Spirit’s power to increase their faith and love for Christ.
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Pray with Us 

His Surprising Companions 

It is not the healthy who need a doctor,  
but the sick.—Matthew 9:12

Tuesday, April 7

Read Matthew 9:1–13

In a popular song from the 1960s artist 
Dobie Gray sang, “I’m in with the in-
crowd.” According to the song, “You 
ain’t nowhere until you’ve been in.” 
One of the obstacles Jesus faced was a 
result of the company He kept. He was 
definitely not in with “the in-crowd.” 
 The furor that arose after Jesus 
called Matthew is one example. The 
writer of this Gospel had made himself 
rich by collecting taxes for the Roman 
authorities. Unlike our taxes, which are 
regulated and standardized, Roman tax 
collectors were more like extortionists. 
They were contracted for a certain 
amount by the Roman government 
and were paid from the extra amount 
they collected for themselves. 
Locals considered them traitors for 
collaborating with the enemy. 
 That’s what makes the choice of 
Matthew as a disciple so surprising! 
Jesus not only allowed Matthew to 
become one of His disciples, He 
actively recruited this unpopular man. 
What’s more, Jesus did this publicly 
by calling Matthew away from the 

tax collector’s booth (v. 9) and by 
accepting an invitation to eat a meal 
in Matthew’s house with the tax 
collector’s disreputable friends and 
colleagues (v. 10). This scandalous 
behavior intensified the criticism Jesus 
had elicited when He declared the sins 
of a paralyzed man forgiven (v. 3). Not 
only did He associate with the wrong 
sort of people, Jesus’ enemies felt He 
overstepped. After all, only God can 
forgive sins. Jesus’ enemies were right. 
Jesus did what God alone can do. 
 Jesus did not come to ingratiate 
Himself with the in-crowd. He came 
to call outcasts and sinners as His 
followers. There is only one in-crowd 
that matters. Where sin is concerned, 
we are all outsiders.
	Do you feel pressure to impress 
your friends, coworkers, or neighbors? 
Today, we see that Jesus did not make 
this a priority. In fact, he chose unlikely 
people as His disciples and dinner 
companions. How can you follow His 
example today?

Are you surprised that Jesus chose you as His follower? Matthew the tax collector 
in today’s devotional was surely surprised to be called His disciple. Praise God for 
choosing “unlikely” people and ask for grace to live worthy of His calling.
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Pray with Us 

A Peculiar Mission 

As you go, proclaim this message: 
“The kingdom of heaven has come near.”—Matthew 10:7

Wednesday, April 8

Read Matthew 10:1–20

Billy Graham was famous for his large 
evangelistic meetings. He followed in 
the steps of other evangelists, such as 
George Whitefield and D. L. Moody. 
Graham was a pioneer in evangelism 
by radio and television. His aim was 
to invite all people by whatever means 
necessary to put their faith in Christ. 
 The mission statement in today’s 
passage seems much narrower by 
comparison. When Jesus first sent out 
the twelve, He included this surprising 
stipulation: “Do not go among the 
Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep 
of Israel” (vv. 5–6). If Jesus really is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world, why didn’t He send the 
apostles to Gentiles as well as Jews? 
The answer is that Jesus did just that, 
but only after the Resurrection. 
 Some scholars call this mission 
the “little commission” to distinguish 
it from the “great commission” (Matt. 
28:16–20). On this occasion they came 
as representatives of Israel’s Messiah, 
announcing the imminent approach 

of the kingdom in the person of Jesus 
Christ (v. 7). They were authorized to 
heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
lepers, and drive out demons. These 
were not marketing techniques or relief 
work, but signs of divine power and 
authority which served as proof of the 
nearness of the kingdom (Acts 2:22). 
 The focus of the apostles’ message 
changed after the Resurrection. 
The theme of the kingdom did not 
disappear (Acts 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 
20:25; 28:23, 31). But now they 
proclaimed it in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. Paul would later 
summarize it as “the message of the 
cross” (1 Cor. 1:18). His priorities 
mirrored those established by Christ: 
to the Jew first and also to the Gentile 
(Rom. 1:16; 2:10). 
	We are not bound by the 
limitations of the “little” commission. 
We can take along an extra shirt or 
more than one pair of shoes. But we 
are bound by the same gospel. We 
must preach faith in Christ as the only 
way to enter His kingdom. 

Another surprise in today’s Scripture: Jesus sending His disciples “to the lost sheep 
of Israel.” As Passover begins today, let’s remember to pray for the Jewish people. 
May they know Christ and understand His gospel.
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Pray with Us 

A Cause for Opposition 

Do not suppose that I have come 
to bring peace to the earth.—Matthew 10:34

Thursday, April 9

Read Matthew 10:34–42

Someone once called Jesus the greatest 
marketing genius of all time. Today’s 
passage shatters this false image. If He 
hoped to market His message to His 
contemporaries, He was surely the 
worst marketer of all time. 
 We sometimes present the gospel 
as a solution to life’s problems. 
Are you lonely? Is your marriage 
in trouble? Trust in Jesus. Yet Jesus’ 
teaching conveys a different message. 
Jesus warned His would-be followers 
that their allegiance to Him might 
create problems, and these problems 
would surface in their most cherished 
relationships. 
 It’s noteworthy that the kinds of 
relationships mentioned by Jesus in 
verses 34–35 are all focused within 
one’s family. Jesus experienced this 
first-hand at the beginning of His 
ministry when the members of His 
extended family claimed that He had 
lost His mind (Mark 3:21). Jesus’ own 
brothers ridiculed Him, although His 
brother James later came to believe 
(John 7:1–10; James 1:1; Acts 12:17). 

 Jesus’ warning comes from 
Micah 7:6, a passage that many of 
Jesus’ contemporaries understood as 
a depiction of conditions that would 
take place prior to the arrival of the 
Messianic kingdom. This wasn’t only 
a practical warning to those who 
intended to follow Jesus but also a 
signal to those who heard that Jesus 
was Israel’s promised Messiah. Jesus 
lays down a stark condition. 
 Anyone who intends to follow 
Jesus must be prepared to put Him 
first in every relationship. We are 
still obligated to love our parents, 
spouse, and children but we must love 
Jesus more (v. 37). These aren’t slick 
promises designed to win customers. 
They are an uncompromising call to 
take up the cross and follow Jesus. 
	Has your commitment to Christ 
created problems with someone you 
love? You are not alone. As painful  
as it may be, Jesus really is worthy  
of such unrivaled devotion. Christ’s 
love for those you love far surpasses 
your own. 

Is Jesus calling you to greater, more committed love for Him? To demonstrate His 
love to your family and friends? As we read Matthew 10 today, pray that Christ’s 
words will foster in us an unrivaled devotion to Him.
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Pray with Us 

Impatient with His Agenda

Blessed is anyone who does not stumble  
on account of me.—Matthew 11:6

Friday, April 10

Read Matthew 11:1–19

I remember the first time I saw my 
mother cry. She told me that she had 
bumped her head. But I suspect there 
was a deeper reason. Whatever the 
cause, her tears disturbed me. We are 
not used to thinking of our parents as 
vulnerable or fragile. 
 We may have similar feelings as 
we read John’s questions for Jesus. 
Word had reached John in prison about 
what Jesus had been doing. The report 
did not match John’s expectations. He 
had predicted Jesus would come with 
fiery judgment. According to John, 
Jesus was an axe aimed at the root of 
every tree that didn’t produce good 
fruit (Matt. 3:10). John had said that the 
one who came after him would burn 
the chaff with unquenchable fire (Matt. 
3:12). Yet judgment had not come, and 
here was John, languishing in Herod’s 
dungeon, the political prisoner of a 
wicked king (Luke 3:19–20). 
 Jesus confirmed reports that John 
had heard—in language drawn from 
Isaiah 35:4–6. John’s expectation 

wasn’t false, but one-sided. John had 
foreseen the day of judgment, but this 
was the day of grace. Jesus’ words set 
His ministry within a larger context and 
included the gentle reproof: “Blessed 
is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me” (v. 6). Jesus pointed 
out that John was the one Malachi 
had predicted would prepare the way 
for the Messiah (Mal. 3:1; 4:5). Jesus 
not only paid tribute to John, He also 
identified Himself as the Messiah. John 
was not the only one impatient with 
Jesus’ agenda. After praising John, Jesus 
went on to compare “this generation” 
to children who would not be satisfied 
with anything He did. 
	This is Good Friday, the day 
when many Christians commemorate 
the crucifixion of the Savior. The 
hardness of heart that Jesus criticizes 
in today’s passage eventually ripened 
to murderous hate. But the suffering 
He endured created the opportunity 
for Christ’s greatest surprise: His 
Resurrection. 

On this Good Friday, as we remember the crucifixion of our Savior, we say a prayer 
of gratitude to Christ for His sacrifice and also rejoice in the fact that it’s not the end 
of the story. The greatest surprise is still ahead!
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Pray with Us 

Inexplicable Rest

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,  
and I will give you rest.—Matthew 11:28

Saturday, April 11

Read Matthew 11:20–30

Some refer to the Saturday between 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday as Holy 
Saturday. The Scriptures are silent about 
what Jesus’ disciples did that day. They 
do not seem to have done anything 
worth recording. This may have been 
because it was the Sabbath, and their 
movements were restricted. Or perhaps 
the disciples were overwhelmed with 
grief. Maybe it was too personal to 
share. 
 Following Jesus does not exempt 
us from grief or difficulty. Indeed, Jesus 
used the metaphor of the cross to help 
His followers understand the cost of 
discipleship. But He also promised 
to bear the load for them. In today’s 
passage Jesus promises rest to all those 
who receive the yoke of discipleship. 
A yoke is an unlikely metaphor for 
rest. It is normally an instrument of 
labor, placed on the neck of a beast 
of burden. The yoke enables the ox to 
carry a heavy load. Because of this, it is 
sometimes an image of slavery or hard 
labor in Scripture. In Exodus 6:6, the 

Lord promised to bring Israel out from 
under “the yoke of the Egyptians.” The 
New Testament characterizes the law 
of Moses as a “yoke that neither we nor 
our fathers have been able to bear” and 
a “yoke of slavery” (Acts 15:10; Gal. 
5:1). 
 Jesus offers rest from weariness. 
But this is not a life of ease. The image 
of the yoke implies allegiance and 
service. In light of Jesus’ rebuke aimed 
at those towns where Jesus had done 
most of His miracles, the yoke is also a 
symbol of grace. Those who accept the 
yoke of the Savior are not wiser than 
others. They are “little children” whose 
eyes have been opened by the Father 
(vv. 25–27). 
	Rest, as Jesus describes it, must 
be done for us. We do not manage 
ourselves into rest or attain it by 
discipline. What Jesus says in today’s 
verse might be translated as something 
like “I will rest you” or “I will refresh 
you.” Rest in Him today!

Having read today’s Scripture passage, we acknowledge the difficulty of finding true 
rest in our busy world. And so, we come to the source of life and rest, Jesus Christ, 
asking Him to teach us how to enter into His rest and how to carry His yoke.
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Pray with Us 

Spoiler Alert

He is not here; he has risen,  
just as he said.—Matthew 28:6

Sunday, April 12

Read Matthew 12:38–45

Those who review books or movies 
online sometimes include a spoiler 
alert. They want unsuspecting readers 
to be warned about the reveal of the 
key elements in the plot that might ruin 
the surprise. There are some people, 
however, who love to know how a 
story ends even before it begins. 
 Jesus’ death and resurrection 
should not have come as a surprise 
to anyone. He revealed the plotline 
of His own story before it unfolded. 
In Matthew 12:38–45 Jesus hints at 
His resurrection to His enemies by 
speaking of “the sign of Jonah.” Some 
of the Pharisees and teachers of the 
law had asked Jesus to perform a 
miracle to prove that He was Israel’s 
Messiah. By this time Jesus had already 
performed many miracles in their sight. 
The religious leaders claimed that He 
did these things by the power of Satan 
instead of the power of God (Matt. 
12:24). 
 Jesus offered an explicit prediction 
of His death. Just like Jonah was in 
the belly of the fish for three days, “so 

the Son of Man will be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth” 
(v. 40). But Jonah did not remain in the 
belly of the fish, and though Jesus did 
not say it explicitly, the comparison 
with Jonah also indicated that He 
would not remain in the grave. 
 Unfortunately, this would not 
change the thinking of those who 
demanded miracles from Him. While 
the people of Nineveh repented after 
hearing Jonah’s message, many who 
heard Jesus would not (v. 41). The 
parable of verses 43–45 adds a solemn 
note of warning for those who refuse 
to take Jesus at His word. Those who 
reject the light of Christ give themselves 
over to the power of darkness. 
	Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
To each of you, we send greetings 
on this Resurrection Day. What a 
wonderful time to celebrate the greatest 
miracle of all: the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May 
you have a day filled with rest and 
rejoicing.

Praise the Lord! This Easter Sunday we come to God in prayer, praising Him for 
the new life, new love, and freedom we find in Christ because of His death and 
resurrection. Because He lives, we live!
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Pray with Us 

His Surprising Stories

If any of you lacks wisdom,  
you should ask God.—James 1:5

Monday, April 13

Read Matthew 13:1–17

C. S. Lewis is widely known for his 
novels, such as The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe. But he is just as 
well known for his philosophical 
writing on Christian apologetics, for 
example, Mere Christianity. The prolific 
author had the amazing ability to 
communicate biblical and theological 
truth not only to adults but also to 
children, through stories that captured 
their imagination. 
 Jesus also used storytelling to 
convey truth. Many people think 
Jesus taught in parables as a way of 
expressing complex theological truths 
in a simple form. But today’s passage 
reveals that there was another, more 
mysterious reason for many of Jesus’ 
parables. They weren’t intended to 
make the truth clearer but to hide it. 
Why was Jesus so indirect? In part, 
this mode of teaching was a form of 
judgment upon those who refused to 
listen to Him with a heart of faith (vv. 
13–16). 
 Jesus’ parables were a kind of 
litmus test, either proving the faith 

or revealing the unbelief of those 
who heard them. Jesus’ stories were 
deceptively simple. Not all who 
understood accepted the truth of what 
He taught.  Even Jesus’ disciples felt a 
need to have His parables explained 
to them (vv. 18–23). In the parable of 
the sower, for example, three out of 
four attempts failed to produce lasting 
fruit. In some cases it was a failure 
to understand what had been taught. 
It may also have been a result of a 
hardened heart. Or it may be because 
those who heard were distracted by 
other things and did not pay attention 
to what they had heard. What makes 
the ultimate difference? According 
to Jesus it is a matter of hearing with 
understanding (v. 23).
	Do you merely hear God’s Word? 
Or is your heart open to understanding? 
In today’s passage, Jesus is referring to 
spiritual comprehension, a result of the 
condition of the heart and the work 
of the Spirit. James 1:5 promises that 
anyone who lacks the wisdom of God 
may ask for it and God will answer.

Jesus, we thank you for your parables, seemingly simple, but so surprising and even 
mysterious. According to James 1:5 we ask you for wisdom to understand your 
teaching, with an open heart and spiritual insight.
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Pray with Us 

Deep Weeds

Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord  
must turn away from wickedness.—2 Timothy 2:19

Tuesday, April 14

Read Matthew 13:24–29, 36–42

Many who have invited friends to visit 
their church have heard this excuse: 
“I don’t go to church because it has 
too many hypocrites!” We may feel 
defensive at that accusation. Perhaps 
we feel our church is different, more 
genuine than the churches our friends 
have attended. 
 Today’s parable, might make us 
reconsider this criticism. There are 
hypocrites in the church. One reason 
is the mysterious way the gospel of 
the kingdom spreads. According to 
Jesus, the final manifestation of the 
kingdom will not come until the end of 
the age (v. 39). But those who believe 
the gospel are already people (literally 
“sons”) of the kingdom by faith. They 
have been rescued from the dominion 
of darkness (Col. 1:13). 
 Jesus warned that some who 
appear to be His servants are impostors 
(Matt. 7:21–22). These false Christians 
are sometimes hard to distinguish. 
Some who we think are people of the 
kingdom may not be. Others that we 
think are not genuine children of God 

may only be young in their faith or 
immature. 
 “So long as the Church is on 
pilgrimage in the world, the good and 
sincere will be mixed in it with the bad 
and the hypocrites,” the Reformer John 
Calvin cautioned. “So the children 
of God must arm themselves with 
patience and maintain an unbroken 
constancy of faith among all the 
offenses which can trouble them.” We 
accept those who claim to be Christ’s 
based on their profession of faith. This 
does not mean that we should turn 
a blind eye to sin or inconsistency. 
“Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation 
stands firm, sealed with this inscription: 
‘The Lord knows those who are his,’ 
and, ‘Everyone who confesses the 
name of the Lord must turn away from 
wickedness’ ” (2 Tim. 2:19). 
	After reading this passage, we may 
be tempted to scrutinize our fellow 
church members. Instead, perhaps we 
can turn the spotlight on our own lives 
and commitment to God and submit to 
the transforming work of His Spirit. 

We invite you to reflect on the powerful exhortation in Paul’s letter to Timothy in 
today’s key verse. During your prayer time, ask the Lord to help you submit to the 
transforming work of His Spirit.
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Q I’d like to start tithing. Is it only 
done with money or can you give 

other things? And, who should I give to 
in order to please God? 

A Your desire to start tithing is 
honorable. Tithing, giving one-

tenth of one’s income, originated in 
the Old Testament and was part of 
the Mosaic law, although Abraham 
(Gen. 14:20) and Jacob (Gen. 28:22) 
practiced tithing even before that. Some 
Christians think Jesus’ coming abolished 
the Mosaic law and therefore tithing is 
no longer necessary. Other Christians 
believe that tithing is still a New 
Testament requirement. Tithing is indeed 
mentioned in the New Testament (Matt. 
23:23), but it doesn’t seem to be applied 
to believers explicitly. What is noted 
is that Christians should respond to 
the gospel of Jesus and His change in 
their lives by giving generously, “not 
reluctantly or under compulsion” but 
because of their faith in a God who 
provides (2 Cor. 9:6–10).  
 The Bible speaks a great deal about 
money, and it was often the subject of 
Jesus’ parables. Money can be a great 
stumbling block in our lives. Perhaps, 
as one commentator notes, releasing 
ten percent of our income helps 
release money’s stranglehold on us. 
Jesus taught His followers to store up 
treasure in heaven and not on earth. He 

explains that “For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 
6:21). The way we give is an outward 
demonstration of the condition of our 
hearts.   
 We should not tithe to gain God’s 
approval. We give because God loves 
us and wants the best for His children. 
We are to give cheerfully because we 
love God and want to help His church 
flourish. I suggest you look at your 
resources and begin giving regularly. 
First, consider how you can support 
your local church. Wherever you give, 
be sure the causes you support are 
practicing integrity. Second, study for 
yourself what the Bible says about 
giving (there are many good resources 
available). And, finally, consider the 
ways you can give your time.

Q My husband and I are Christians, 
but we don’t attend church. I 

was a church member for many years 
but after relocating, I could not find a 
church that “moved” me. So we have 
chosen not to attend. Does a lack of 
church attendance really hinder my 
Christianity? 

A The Bible gives a clear answer 
to your question: we should 

remember “not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another—

Questions & Answers

Q&A

by Dr. Rosalie de Rosset,  
Professor of Communications and Literature
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and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching” (Heb. 10:25). Apparently, 
some members of the early church 
had stopped going to church regularly, 
prompting these words. The writer  
notes that church attendance for the 
Christian is not merely a suggestion;  
it is a requisite for Christian maturity.  
 When we come to faith in Christ, 
we become members of the body of 
Christ. As the church, we worship 
together, encourage each other, receive 
instruction, develop our gifts, and have 
accountability. The Pauline epistles 
are full of descriptions of how Christ’s 
church works optimally. Luke 4:16 says, 
“[Jesus] went to Nazareth, where he’d 
been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was 
his custom.” Jesus went to His usual 
place of worship. He showed us by 
example, that honoring God in this 
way was important. 
 While praying and reading the 
Bible are important practices, a full, 
growing Christian experience requires 
more. It is true that the church is far 
from perfect, and it is easy to find 
reasons to stop attending. Nevertheless, 
it is the way God has chosen to develop 
Christian character and community 
and to be a presence in a lost world. 
We won’t always feel “moved” as you 
put it; this is a common complaint I 
well understand. Attending a service 

in person may also be inconvenient, 
but the church’s importance cannot 
be overstated. The need for us to 
meet together as the body of Christ 
transcends our feelings just as marriage 
stays committed in times of boredom. 

Q Do you think it matters what 
Christians do on Sundays? When 

I was young our Sabbath activities were 
restricted, but now, except for going to 
church, it seems like any other day. 

A I’m glad to see anybody asking 
that question today. The short 

answer is that the Lord’s Day shouldn’t 
be like every other day. Isaiah 58:13–14 
says, “If you call the Sabbath a delight 
and the LORD’s holy day honorable, and 
if you honor it by not going your own 
way and not doing as you please or 
speaking idle words, then you will find 
your joy in the LORD.”   
 The Sabbath is a gift from God 
of rest and delight. When we ignore 
that biblical truth we suffer spiritually, 
mentally, and physically. We can begin 
the day by preparing our hearts for 
worship. After attending church, we 
should consider what it means to  
honor God’s intent for us to rest. For 
some, that might mean a fast from 
technology and consumerist practices,  
a break in patterns that have become 
the default.  

Q&A

“Christians should respond to the gospel of Jesus and His 
change in their lives by giving generously, ‘not reluctantly or under  

compulsion’ but because of their faith in a God who provides.”
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Pray with Us 

A Prophet Without Honor 

A prophet is not without honor except in his own  
town and in his own home.—Matthew 13:57

Wednesday, April 15

Read Matthew 13:53–58

When I first came to faith in Christ, I 
found it difficult to share the gospel 
with my father. He did not want to 
accept spiritual advice from someone 
who was so much younger. “I used to 
change your diapers!” he would say. 
 Those who knew Jesus from His 
youth had a similar trouble. They had  
a hard time accepting Jesus as anything 
more than “the carpenter’s son” (v. 54). 
But their doubt was also evidence of 
their hardened hearts. Like the religious 
leaders, they wanted Jesus to prove 
Himself by performing miracles on 
demand. 
 Luke 4:16–30 describes Jesus’ 
visit in more detail. Jesus summarizes 
their request with these words: “Do 
here in your hometown what we have 
heard that you did in Capernaum” 
(Luke 4:23). Jesus’ answer pointed to 
their unbelief and He made it clear 
that He was not at their beck and call. 
The townspeople were so infuriated 
that they tried to push Jesus over a 
cliff. Instead, Jesus passed through the 
crowd unharmed. Luke does not say 

that this was a miracle, but the incident 
is reminiscent of Elisha’s escape  
from the horses and chariots of Aram  
(2 Kings 6:8–23). 
 The townspeople of Nazareth 
admitted that Jesus had displayed both 
wisdom and miraculous powers (Matt. 
13:54). But instead of elevating their 
opinion of Jesus, these facts seemed 
like Jesus was acting above His station. 
“Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and 
aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, 
Simon and Judas?” they said. “Aren’t all 
his sisters with us? Where then did this 
man get all these things?” The people  
of Nazareth stumbled over Jesus’ 
human nature. The Savior’s ordinary life 
during the years prior to His ministry 
kept them from seeing Jesus in any 
other way. 
	We may have our predisposed 
view of Jesus. Perhaps we see Jesus as 
a moral teacher, the revolutionary, or a 
friend. Our preconceptions of Jesus can 
blind us to His true nature and work. 
Instead, let Jesus’ words and works 
shape your view of Him. 

Half-way through the month may be a good time to review what we’ve learned so 
far in the Gospel of Matthew. What surprising things have you learned about Jesus’ 
true nature and work? Thank Him today for who He is! 
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Pray with Us 

An Impossible Task

Cast all your anxiety on him  
because he cares for you.—1 Peter 5:7

Thursday, April 16

Read Matthew 14:1–21

Some well-meaning people try to 
encourage those who are going 
through difficulties by saying, “God 
will never give you more than you 
can handle.” Actually, the Bible never 
makes this promise. And the example 
of God’s people suggests the opposite 
is true.
 The miraculous feeding described 
in Matthew 14:1–21 is a case in 
point. After John’s execution by 
Herod Antipas, Jesus and the disciples 
withdrew from Galilee “to a solitary 
place” (v. 13). Introverts will be 
reassured that it was not unusual for 
Jesus to seek solitude. The violent 
reaction of His hometown and the 
execution of John the Baptist was 
evidence of an intensification of the 
opposition against Jesus. He was  
about to move into the final stage  
of His mission. 
 When the crowd learned Jesus 
had crossed to the other side of the sea 
of Galilee, they pursued Him on foot 
bringing their sick with them. By the 
time Jesus reached His destination a 

large crowd had gathered. We would 
probably be put off by this or irritated 
about our lack of privacy, but Jesus  
was moved with compassion (v. 14). 
 As evening approached, the 
disciples urged Jesus to send them 
away. It is not clear whether their 
motives were selfish or exhibited 
concern about the crowd’s welfare. 
Jesus told them to do the impossible: 
“You give them something to eat” (v. 
16). It was already late, and the crowd 
was large. The multitudes that followed 
Jesus were made up of the poor who 
would not have had money to buy 
food even if it were available. When 
the disciples said that they had only 
five loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus 
provided the solution. “Bring them 
here to me,” He said (v. 18).
	“Bring them here to me” is the 
answer we need every time we feel 
that God has asked us to do more 
than we are able. We must place our 
limited resources at His disposal. God 
will never give you more than He can 
handle. 

Today’s devotional gives us an opportunity to remember that Jesus is in control of 
any circumstance in our lives. As we come to Him in prayer today, we acknowledge 
our need of His presence and guidance in our walk with Him.
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Pray with Us 

Surprise on the Water

“You of little faith,” he said,  
“why did you doubt?”—Matthew 14:31

Friday, April 17

Read Matthew 14:22–33

Are you facing something that seems 
impossible? Maybe you are up against 
a physical, financial, or mental 
challenge. We all experience obstacles. 
We may not always demand a miracle, 
as in the case of the feeding of the 
multitude, but we do often ask God to 
supply the grace to do what we must. 
At other times, we turn to God to do 
the impossible for us. 
 After Jesus fed the multitude with 
five loaves and two fish, He made the 
disciples get into a boat and return to 
the other side while He went off by 
Himself. Jesus went up a mountain 
to pray. It seems likely that this was 
in preparation for the next stage in 
His ministry which culminated in the 
suffering of the cross. 
 After the disciples had gone 
several miles, a storm started. The 
harried disciples were still battling 
the storm when Jesus came to them 
walking on water. His appearance was 
completely unexpected. The fact that 
they could see Him suggests that this 
must have taken place near dawn.   

The terrified disciples concluded they 
were seeing a ghost or an evil spirit. 
In response, Jesus offered reassurance: 
“Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid” 
(v. 27). In the Greek text the phrase 
“It is I” is literally “I am” a possible 
allusion to the name of God in the  
Old Testament. 
 What happened next may be more 
surprising. “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter 
replied, “tell me to come to you on the 
water” (v. 28). His words sound like 
a test. What if it wasn’t Jesus? Peter’s 
statement was really a confession of 
faith: “Lord, since it’s you, tell me to 
come to you on the water.” Peter’s  
bold faith was short-lived. Jesus’  
power was not. 
	Let’s revisit the opening question: 
What are you facing today that seems 
impossible? While we may sometimes 
falter, God will never fail us. Take 
reassurance from today’s story that God 
can both provide for you and enable 
you. Follow Him in faith!

Today’s story of Jesus walking on water reassures us of God’s enabling power. Let’s 
praise our all-powerful God who strengthens our faith and teaches us to trust Him 
in all of life’s storms. 
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Pray with Us 

Unimpressive Tradition

These people honor me with their lips,  
but their hearts are far from me.—Matthew 15:8

Saturday, April 18

Read Matthew 15:1–20

What is your favorite church tradition? 
Lighting a candle during the service 
to signify the presence of the Holy 
Spirit? Or maybe the meal your 
congregation shares every time they 
have communion. Some traditions, 
like the Lord’s Supper or baptism, were 
instituted by Christ Himself. Others 
have been created by our local body  
of believers. 
 Today’s text recounts a 
confrontation between Jesus and the 
religious leaders over a matter of 
tradition. The Pharisees and teachers 
of the law practiced ceremonial 
hand washing before eating. The Old 
Testament law required ceremonial 
bathing in certain instances, and 
the priest had to wash his feet and 
hands before approaching the altar 
(Ex. 30:17–20). But there is only one 
instance where handwashing was 
required of ordinary worshipers (Lev. 
15:11). The rabbis had added laws 
and more laws. Jesus rejected their 
authority and accused the religious 
leaders of using their traditions to 

evade scriptural obligations. The 
example in verses 4–5 involved the 
custom known as corban, by which the 
worshiper dedicated some possession 
to God, thus removing the item from 
common use. The tradition allowed 
some to practice a kind of deferred 
giving, continuing to use the item until 
they handed it over to the temple. This 
vow was being used to evade one’s 
financial responsibility to care for 
parents. 
 Many religious traditions attempt 
to earn righteous standing by human 
effort rather than as a gift of grace 
through Jesus Christ. These laws could 
not provide righteousness for the 
worshiper. True righteousness comes 
only through faith in Jesus Christ. 
	Some worship traditions can 
become so rote that our heart is no 
longer engaged. As a result, we seem to 
honor God outwardly, while our heart 
is far from Him. We must be careful 
not to let human rules substitute our 
genuine obedience (vv. 8–9). 

“Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked His disciples in today’s reading (v.16). Lord Jesus, 
we ask you to dispel the dullness and spiritual apathy from our hearts and minds. 
Give us fervent desire to know your Word!
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Pray with Us 

An Unlikely Believer

Then Jesus said to her,  
“Woman, you have great faith!”—Matthew 15:28

Sunday, April 19

Read Matthew 15:21–28

Who are your heroes of faith? They 
may be martyrs who faced death for 
the sake of the gospel or missionaries 
who have endured hardship. These 
individuals look like heroes, at least to 
us. They expect great things from God 
and attempt great things for Him. 
 The Canaanite woman who asked 
Jesus to heal her demon-possessed 
daughter would not have appeared 
on that list for any of Jesus’ disciples. 
For one thing, she was a Canaanite! A 
pagan and not of Jewish descent. But 
she at least knew enough about Jesus 
to address Him by His messianic title 
and to ask Him to show mercy (v. 22). 
 Although Jesus ignored her at 
first, she persisted. His silence seems 
uncharacteristic. Why didn’t Jesus 
respond at once? His explanation was 
related to His mission. He had come 
as the Son of David, seeking “the lost 
sheep of Israel” (v. 24). Before He 
offered Himself as the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world, 
Jesus offered Himself to Israel as their 
long-awaited King. This does not mean 

that God had no interest in non-Jews. 
God had promised that the Messiah 
would be a “light to the Gentiles”  
(Isa. 49:6). 
 Jesus’ use of the term “dogs” to 
refer to the woman in verse 26 seems 
surprisingly harsh to modern ears. In 
some cases the Old Testament employs 
the term dogs in a derisive sense (Ps. 
22:16). But dogs were also employed 
to help shepherd the flock and as guard 
dogs (Job 30:1; Isa. 56:10). Jesus’ point 
was simply that the children come first. 
Encouraged by this, the woman turned 
the metaphor on its head to make her 
case (v. 27). She did not see Jesus’ 
response to her request as “no” but as 
“not yet.” Her good humor was  
a reflection of her faith. 
	Delay does not always mean that 
God is denying your request. What are 
you waiting on today? Have faith that 
God does hear and that He will answer 
you, even if you do not sense His 
response right away.

What a powerful example of persistent faith the story of the Canaanite woman gives 
us! We pray we will follow her example, with strong faith, courage, and grace. 
Lord, help us truly believe that you hear us. 
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Pray with Us 

An Unwelcome Prediction 

You are the Messiah,  
the Son of the living God.—Matthew 16:16

Monday, April 20

Read Matthew 16:13–28

“Men wanted for hazardous journey. 
Low wages, bitter cold, long hours 
of complete darkness. Safe return 
doubtful. Honor and recognition in 
event of success.” According to legend, 
prior to his arctic expedition Ernest 
Shackleton posted this ad. If Jesus  
had published an ad inviting men and 
women to become His disciples, what 
would He have written? He would 
probably have emphasized the rigors 
that came with the calling.
 As Jesus and the disciples 
continued their temporary retreat from 
ministry in Galilee, they moved in a 
territory with a strong pagan influence. 
Caesarea Philippi had been given to 
Herod the Great in 20 B.C. and was 
being governed by his son Philip the 
Tetrarch. While there, Jesus asked His 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son 
of Man is?” (v. 13). Popular opinion 
saw something unique in Jesus but 
fell short of the truth. Some believed 
Him to be John the Baptist risen 
from the dead. Others thought that 
He was Elijah, the one who Malachi 

had promised (Mal. 4:5). Still others 
thought that He was Jeremiah or one  
of the prophets that would appear in 
the last days. 
 Jesus was not trying to gauge 
His popularity. Rather, He used the 
opportunity to pose the same question 
to His disciples. Peter’s straightforward 
answer was a matter of divine 
revelation. Peter proved that God was 
the source of his insight after Jesus told 
the disciples what lay ahead: suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Perhaps 
emboldened by Jesus’ earlier praise, 
Peter pulled Jesus aside and rebuked 
Him for talking this way (v. 23). Peter 
meant well, but by trying to dissuade 
Jesus from going to the cross, he had 
become an unwitting tool of Satan. 
	Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me” (v. 
24). This was literally true for most of 
the apostles, and it is metaphorically 
true for us. Only Jesus can die for our 
sins, but we must all die to ourselves 
(Rom. 8:13). 

Coming to the Lord in prayer today, we ask Him to give us insight into the nature of 
discipleship, our cross, and dying to ourselves. We thank Him for His Word which 
helps us experience Jesus as those who walked and talked with Him did.
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Pray with Us 

Inadequate Faith

Have faith in God.—Mark 11:22

Tuesday, April 21

Read Matthew 17:14–21

There is no more helpless feeling 
than that of parent by the bedside 
of their ill child. It’s been called “a 
deep and hollowing pain.” Jesus, who 
often ministered to the sick and their 
families, certainly knew this. That’s 
what makes His reaction to the father 
in today’s passage so surprising. 
 Jesus and the disciples had 
just come down from the Mount of 
Transfiguration. Jesus’ face shone like 
the sun as Moses and Elijah appeared 
beside Him. God the Father spoke 
from heaven, “This is my Son, whom 
I love; with him I am well pleased. 
Listen to him!” (Matt. 17:5). The sight 
that greeted them upon their return 
was less glorious. A crowd surrounded 
the disciples, and the Scribes were 
arguing with them (Mark 9:14). “Lord, 
have mercy on my son,” a man from 
the crowd said. “He has seizures and is 
suffering greatly. He often falls into the 
fire or into the water. I brought him to 
your disciples, but they could not heal 
him” (Matt. 17:15, 16).

 Why does Jesus react to this man’s 
plea with a rebuke? Is Jesus’ reproof 
aimed at the father or the disciples? 
It seems likely that both are in view. 
When the disciples asked why they 
had been unable to heal the boy, Jesus 
pointed to their weak faith (v. 20). The 
disciples’ question shows they were 
surprised by their failure. They had cast 
out demons before. Confidence and 
faith are not the same. Mark’s account 
of this miracle provides added detail: 
the father’s faith was weak as well 
(Mark 9:21–24). 
 Jesus’ surprising rebuke 
underscores the importance of faith. 
Faith is trust. It is the assurance of a 
child who relies on a parent to provide 
what is needed. 
	When you are struggling, pray 
this prayer: “Lord, I believe but help 
me with my unbelief!” Faith is a trust 
convinced that God ultimately knows 
what is best and that He will do what is 
right. Faith is reliance upon God to do 
for us what we cannot do for ourselves.

Following the prompt of today’s devotional, we commit to prayer our faith, 
acknowledging that faith is also a gift from God. We ask the Father to “help  
us with our unbelief.”
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Pray with Us 

Less Is More

Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child  
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.—Matthew 18:4

Wednesday, April 22

Read Matthew 18:1–9

Did you know chickens have a 
social hierarchy? It’s where we get 
the phrase “pecking order.” The 
order is determined by pecking. The 
stronger and healthier chickens bully 
the weaker ones into submission, 
accompanied by a lot of squawking. 
 People have a pecking order 
too. On more than one occasion, the 
disciples argued about which of them 
was the greatest. In today’s passage, 
they asked Jesus to settle the matter. 
His answer shows that Jesus’ standard 
of greatness is radically different from 
ours. While we assess greatness based 
on prominence or achievement, for 
Jesus, humility is its true measure.
 To make His point, Jesus called a 
little child to him and warned, “Truly 
I tell you, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(v. 2). Jesus was talking about status. 
To become like a child means to “take 
the lowly position” (v. 4). Children 
have no power or status. Similarly, the 
quest for position has no place in the 

church. During the Last Supper, Jesus 
would model this by taking the role of 
a servant and washing the disciples’ 
feet. He reminded them that in His 
kingdom, the one who wants to be 
greatest will be like the youngest.  
	 The	fight	over	pecking	order	has	
long been a temptation for the church. 
One	of	the	first	conflicts	in	the	New	
Testament church happened when one 
group of widows was given preference 
over another (Acts 6:1). James warned 
believers not to play favorites by giving 
the wealthy special treatment (James  
2:1–9). Paul criticized the Corinthian 
church because the poor were being 
overlooked at the fellowship meal 
which was associated with their 
observance of the Lord’s Supper  
(1 Cor. 11:20–22). 
	The greatest in God’s kingdom are 
not who we think. They are the ones 
who choose the path of humility. In the 
church, the truly great are those who 
serve like their Savior. If you aspire to 
greatness,	find	someone	to	serve	in	
Jesus’ name. 

Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? Today’s Scripture is a reminder of 
God’s view of greatness. As you pray, ask God to show you what Jesus’ warning in 
Matthew 18 to “change and become like little children” means to you personally.
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Pray with Us 

An Unanswered Question

By what authority are you  
doing these things?—Matthew 21:23

Thursday, April 23

Read Matthew 21:23–27

Dale Carnegie’s 1936 book How to 
Win Friends and Influence People has 
sold more than 15 million copies, 
giving people advice on how to be 
liked. The key, says Carnegie, is to 
avoid arguments and not criticize. 
Although many people found his 
advice helpful, Jesus’ interactions  
came from a different playbook! 
 Jesus entered Jerusalem to the 
shouts of Hosanna (Matt. 21:1–11). 
This public praise combined with Jesus’ 
accusation that the money changers 
had turned the temple into a “den of 
thieves” outraged the chief priests and 
teachers of the law (v. 15). The temple 
court was used as a marketplace where 
pilgrims could purchase sacrificial 
animals and pay the temple tax. 
Money changers had set up tables for 
exchanging foreign currency, often 
embossed with pagan images. In a bold 
move, Jesus drove out those who were 
selling animals and overturned the 
money-changers tables (v. 12). 
 The chief priests and elders 
confronted Jesus: “By what authority 

are you doing these things?” (v. 23). 
They had already decided that Jesus 
was acting without divine authority. 
Their question was designed to trap 
Him. Jesus evaded their trap while 
supplying the answer to their question. 
“John’s baptism—where did it come 
from? Was it from heaven, or of human 
origin?” (v. 25). Knowing what was in 
their hearts, Jesus had turned the tables 
on them. Recognizing John’s authority 
as from God would have amounted 
to an acknowledgment that Jesus had 
authority also. But a denial of John’s 
authority would anger the crowd. 
 The concerns of these religious 
leaders were more political than 
spiritual. They did not really want to 
know the answer to either question. 
They were more interested in 
preserving their own power. 
	Are you open to God’s answers? 
Sometimes we bring our requests 
before God, with a preconceived 
answer already in mind. Don’t accuse 
God of ignoring your questions if you 
have been avoiding His answers. 

During your quiet time, a good question to ask yourself is: Do I hear God’s voice? 
Am I listening to His answers to my questions? May we never be like the Pharisees 
in today’s passage who were interested in their political goals, not in Jesus’ answers.
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Pray with Us 

Surprise Return

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know 
on what day your Lord will come.—Matthew 24:42

Friday, April 24

Read Matthew 24:36–44

“Are we there yet?” Any parent who 
has taken the family on a long road trip 
has heard this question. Fortunately, 
modern GPS technology has made the 
answer simple to find. If only it made 
the waiting easier to bear! 
 The disciples didn’t find waiting 
easy either. They were looking forward 
to the arrival of the kingdom of God. 
During the week leading up to His 
crucifixion, Jesus taught them about 
the signs that would signal the end of 
the age. Their question was not “Are 
we there yet?” but “When will these 
things happen?” (Matt. 24:3). Jesus 
predicted the destruction of the temple 
in Jerusalem, which took place in 70 
AD, sparking questions about the sign 
of His coming and the end of the age. 
Jesus revealed several signs (vv. 4–35). 
He described a time of great tribulation 
and the rise of “the abomination that 
causes desolation” predicted by the 
prophet Daniel (Dan. 9:24–27; 11:31; 
12:11). At the close of this period the 
“sign of the Son of Man” will appear: 

“And then all the peoples of the earth 
will mourn when they see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven, 
with power and great glory” (Matt. 
24:30). 
 It is not surprising that the 
disciples wanted to know exactly when 
all these things were to take place. 
After all, they had a vested interest in 
Jesus’ second coming. Jesus promised 
that when He returned they too would 
inherit a kingdom (vv. 34–40). But the 
Savior must have shocked them when 
He said that He did not know the day 
or the hour (v. 36). Since omniscience 
is an attribute of Jesus’ divine nature, 
this limitation of His knowledge must 
have been voluntary.
	In an age where Christians are 
sometimes sharply divided about the 
timing of events that lead up to the 
Savior’s second coming, we should 
take note of what Jesus says we can 
know. Jesus does not want us to 
speculate but to stay alert. 

Talking about Christ’s return, today’s key verse says, “Keep watch.” Jesus, thank you 
for your promise to come back and for revealing the signs of your return to your 
disciples. Help us to watch for the signs and stay alert.
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Pray with Us 

A Disturbing Dinner

This is my body given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.—Luke 22:19

Saturday, April 25

Read Matthew 26:17–30

Most church congregations follow a 
familiar order of service. We usually 
know the number of songs we will 
sing and when we will pray. We know 
when to stand and when the pastor will 
begin the sermon. When the order is 
changed, some people are bothered. 
 The Passover service also followed 
a familiar pattern. It must have seemed 
strange when Jesus began to go “off 
script” during His last Passover with the 
disciples. Most disturbing was the news 
that one of them would betray Him (v. 
22). Jesus had predicted His betrayal 
more than once (Matt. 17:22; 20:18). 
Now He revealed that the betrayer was 
seated at the table with them. When 
all the disciples denied that such a 
thing was possible, Jesus repeated His 
prediction along with this warning: 
“But woe to that man who betrays the 
Son of Man! It would be better for him 
if he had not been born” (v. 24). Judas’s 
denial was a bald-faced lie. He had 
already made the arrangements to hand 
Jesus over (v. 14). 

 Jesus emphasized both 
God’s sovereignty and the moral 
responsibility of the one who would 
betray Him. Scripture makes it clear 
that divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility are in harmony. In his 
sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter 
explained: “This man was handed over 
to you by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help 
of wicked men, put him to death by 
nailing him to the cross” (Acts 2:23).  
The other major change during the 
meal was the shift from the Passover 
lamb to Jesus and His suffering. He is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. 
	Are you trusting in Jesus’ blood 
to cover the guilt of your sins? One 
important distinctive of Christianity is 
that we do not earn our salvation. We 
cannot possibly do enough good to 
cancel out the bad. Instead, we marvel 
at the fact that Jesus paid the price for 
our sins. Thank Him today!

Today’s devotional reminds us to praise Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. We come to Him today with a prayer of thanksgiving for His 
sacrifice of paying the price for our sins. What a Savior!
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Pray with Us 

A Surprising Silence

As a sheep before its shearers is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth.—Isaiah 53:7

Sunday, April 26

Read Matthew 27:11–31

According to the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights by the 
United Nations General Assembly, 
everyone has the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression. Most of us 
believe it is a virtue to stand up for 
ourselves, especially when we believe 
our rights have been violated.  
 Jesus was different. When invited 
to defend Himself before Pontius 
Pilate, Jesus was silent (v. 14). His 
answer, when Pilate asked Him 
directly whether He was the king of 
the Jews, seems a little ambiguous 
to modern ears (v. 11). According to 
the Greek text, Jesus’ reply was “you 
have said” or “you say.” But this was 
the same answer He gave to the high 
priest Caiaphas who understood it to 
mean “yes” (Matt. 26:63–64). It is also 
the answer given to Judas when he 
responded to the Savior’s prediction 
of his betrayal by saying, “Surely you 
don’t mean me?” (Matt. 26:25). 
 Pilate represented Rome at 
the trial. He had full authority and 
seemed inclined to release Jesus. It 

was his custom to release a prisoner at 
Passover, and he invited the assembled 
crowd to choose between Jesus and 
Barabbas. Luke’s Gospel says Barabbas 
was involved in an armed uprising 
and had murdered someone. The chief 
priests influenced the crowd to choose 
Barabbas instead of Jesus (Mark 15:11).  
 Pilate’s wife sent a message, 
“Don’t have anything to do with that 
innocent man, for I have suffered a 
great deal today in a dream because 
of him” (Matt. 27:19). Matthew does 
not identify the source of the dream, 
but previous dreams mentioned in 
his Gospel name God as their source. 
The wife’s counsel serves as another 
evidence of Jesus’ innocence. Under 
pressure from the religious leaders and 
the crowd, Pilate ignored her advice. 
	Someone once said, “The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing.” In 
Jesus’ case, the only One who could 
truly be called good said nothing 
so that we would triumph over sin. 
Rejoice in this today.

So far this month we’ve read about many surprising words and deeds of our Savior. 
Today, we read about His surprising silence at His trial and thank Him that He said 
nothing so sin would be defeated. 
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Pray with Us 

Undeserved Insults

He was oppressed and afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth.—Isaiah 53:7

Monday, April 27

Read Matthew 27:32–44

A pastor was complaining to a friend 
about unfair criticism from members 
of his congregation. His friend smiled 
and said, “Worse things have been said 
about better people.” Unfair criticism is 
hard to take. Imagine what it must have 
been like for Jesus to hear the taunts 
and criticisms of those who watched 
Him being crucified! 
 The insults began with the 
mocking of Roman soldiers. This was 
done in front of the entire cohort, with 
as many as 600 present. They dressed 
Jesus as if He were a king and placed 
a crown of thorns on His head (vv. 
28–29). The soldiers pretended to pay 
homage to Him, striking and spitting 
on Him. As the prophet predicted, “He 
was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did 
not open his mouth” (Isa. 53:7). Jesus 
could have called upon entire legion 
of angels to defend Him (Matt. 26:53). 
He had the power to destroy those who 
mocked Him with a single word. Yet 
He remained silent. 
 The Roman soldiers forced a man 
named Simon to carry the cross for 

Jesus. This was pragmatic rather than 
merciful. Jesus was so weak He was 
unable to carry it Himself. Simon was 
from Cyrene, a North African city. 
Mark’s account of these events also 
names Simon’s two sons, Alexander 
and Rufus. The fact that the New 
Testament includes this much detail 
about someone who was merely a 
passerby at the crucifixion suggests 
that Simon became a believer and was 
known to the church. 
 On the cross, Jesus was subjected 
to additional taunts. Even the criminals 
who were being crucified “heaped 
insults” on Him (v. 44). According to 
Luke, one of the criminals repented 
and asked Jesus to remember him 
when He came into His kingdom  
(Luke 23:41–43). 
	We are often very quick to defend 
ourselves. We easily take offense when 
slighted. Yet the only One who truly 
had a right to criticize held His tongue. 
In an age where people are easily 
outraged, consider silence, which can 
often be more eloquent than argument. 

As we study Jesus’ trial and crucifixion, we encourage you to read the whole 
chapter of Isaiah 53 during your prayer time. We marvel at the beautiful words 
of the prophet Isaiah and thank God for the Messianic prophesies.
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Pray with Us 

A Misunderstood Question 

For he has not despised or scorned 
the suffering of the afflicted one.—Psalm 22:24

Tuesday, April 28

Read Matthew 27:45–56

After Steve Jobs died, his family 
reported that his last words were “Oh, 
wow!” Blues singer Bessie Smith’s last 
words were “I’m going but I’m going 
in the name of the Lord.” Singer Frank 
Sinatra’s final words were less hopeful. 
It is reported that he died after saying, 
“I’m losing it.” 
 In His last moments on the cross, 
Jesus cried out to the Father: “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
(v. 46). Some find this cry disturbing. 
Did it mean Jesus lost hope when the 
Father did not deliver Him from the 
suffering of the cross? No. This was 
not a cry of despair but a quotation 
from the Psalms. By praying the words 
of Psalm 22:1, Jesus also claimed for 
Himself the promise of Psalm 22:24: 
“For he has not despised or scorned 
the suffering of the afflicted one; he 
has not hidden his face from him but 
has listened to his cry for help.” The 
Savior’s last words were words of hope. 
 Some who heard Jesus thought He 
was calling on the prophet Elijah for 
help (v. 48). When Jesus was offered 

a sponge soaked with sour wine, they 
said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see 
if Elijah comes to save him” (v. 49). 
This was probably another taunt rather 
than an expression of genuine hope. It 
may reflect a common expectation that 
Elijah would announce the Messiah’s 
arrival (Matt. 17:10). The words “gave 
up” speak of control. Jesus delivered  
up His spirit to the Father (v. 50). 
 Matthew records two remarkable 
consequences of Christ’s death. The 
first is the rending of the temple curtain 
that signified the separation between 
God and humanity. The thickly woven 
curtain tore from top to bottom. The 
second was a resurrection of “many 
holy people” after Christ rose from the 
dead. They “appeared to many people” 
(v. 53).
	When we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us (Rom. 5:8). Today, take a 
moment to reflect on the significance 
of the Crucifixion. What does it mean 
to you? How does it feel to know that 
the Son of God was willing to suffer  
on your behalf?

Today’s passage mentions a surprising occurrence: the temple curtain torn from top 
to bottom. What a striking metaphor of Christ removing the separation between 
God and us! Thank Jesus in prayer for the wonder and joy of His salvation.
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Pray with Us 

As Good as His Word

He is not here;  
he has risen, just as he said.—Matthew 28:6

Wednesday, April 29

Read Matthew 28:1–15

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
linchpin of the Christian faith. “If Jesus 
rose from the dead, then you have 
to accept all that he said; if he didn’t 
rise from the dead, then why worry 
about any of what he said?” Timothy 
Keller explains. “The issue on which 
everything hangs is not whether or not 
you like his teaching but whether or 
not he rose from the dead.”
	 Early	on	the	first	day	of	the	week	
Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary,” 
went to the tomb. Luke reveals that the 
“other” Mary was the mother of James 
the younger (Mark 16:1). Salome, 
the wife of Zebedee and mother of 
James and John, was also with them. 
Their visit was an expression of love 
more than an act of faith. They did 
not	expect	to	find	the	tomb	empty.	
They went with spices to anoint Jesus’ 
body (Luke 23:56; 24:1). Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus had already 
prepared Jesus’ body for burial with 
seventy-five	pounds	of	spices	on	Friday	
(John 19:38–39). The women may or 

may not have known this. What is clear 
is	that	they	were	not	expecting	to	find	
Jesus alive. 
 Instead, the women found the 
great stone that covered the tomb 
rolled away and an angel seated on 
top of the stone, as if at leisure (v. 2). 
Perhaps this underscored the fact that 
the tomb was empty. In his message 
the angel reminded the women of what 
Jesus had promised: “He is not here; 
he has risen, just as he said” (Matt 
28:6). As they ran back to announce 
this good news to the disciples, Jesus 
met them. This was no apparition or 
hallucination: “They came to him, 
clasped his feet and worshiped him”  
(v. 9). Jesus rose bodily. 
	The resurrection was a powerful 
moment that continues to affect our 
lives today. Because Jesus, who was 
crucified	in	weakness,	now	lives	by	
God’s power, we also live by God’s 
power. How can this knowledge  
shape the way you live today?

Lord, Jesus, our risen Savior, show us by your Spirit how to live in the light of your 
Resurrection	as	your	people,	freed	by	your	blood	and	reconciled	to	the	Father.	
Amen!
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Pray with Us 

Faith and Doubt

Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.—John 20:29

Thursday, April 30

Read Matthew 28:16–20

In one parable, Jesus told the story 
of a man in hell who pleaded with 
Abraham to send someone back from 
the dead to warn his brothers of the 
danger. Abraham refused the man’s 
request: “If they do not listen to Moses 
and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead” (Luke 16:31). 
 Jesus’ point was proven after His 
own resurrection. He had directed 
the eleven remaining disciples to 
meet Him on “the mountain” in 
Galilee (Matt. 28:16). Matthew adds a 
surprising detail about this encounter 
with Jesus in verse 17: “some doubted.” 
Who were these doubters? Some 
believe they were the eleven. Others 
think it was a larger group that was 
present. At first the eleven struggled to 
accept the testimony of those who had 
seen the risen Christ (Luke 24:11; John 
20:24–27). 
 There is more to faith than hearing 
or seeing. We may think that it would 
be easier for us to believe if we had 
been eyewitnesses. Yet some saw Jesus 

after the resurrection and still doubted. 
There is strong evidence to support 
the resurrection of Christ. Hundreds 
saw Him (1 Cor. 15:6). But the Bible 
teaches that seeing is not essential to 
faith. Jesus promised a special blessing 
to those who would believe without 
seeing: “Because you have seen me, 
you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have 
believed” (John 20:29). 
 Not only is Jesus still alive, He 
is present with us and has given us 
authority to act as His representatives. 
The church’s task is to make disciples 
by baptizing and teaching. They must 
then learn what it means to live under 
the authority of Jesus Christ. 
	As we conclude this month’s study, 
know that our task, as Christ’s church, 
is done for Jesus but also with Jesus. 
He empowers us by His Spirit to bear 
witness to the truth of His resurrection 
with our lips and by our lives (Acts 
1:8). Go forward today as a bearer of 
this amazing news!

On this last day of the month, our prayer is that we will grow in our love and 
commitment to our Savior, will continue to be surprised by Him, and will speak  
of His truth and love with our lives. Thank you for praying with us!
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