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But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
2 Corinthians 4:7

TREASURE IN THE BIBLE
A ministry of

TODAY WITH MARK JOBE
President of Moody Bible Institute

Wisdom and Wealth
On any given day,
we spend most of our
waking hours working
for that paycheck.
Perhaps that’s why
2,350 verses in
the Bible deal with
finances. In fact, more Bible verses refer
to money than to faith, love, and baptism
put together. To be good stewards
of our material treasures, particularly
money, we need wisdom.
Wisdom is defined as the practical
application of godly knowledge. King
Solomon can teach us a great deal
about wisdom and about wealth.
When the Lord told Solomon, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you (1
Kings 3:5), Solomon didn’t ask for wealth
or a long life for himself. He asked
for wisdom (1 Kings 3:9). The book of
Proverbs, written by King Solomon,
gives us wise advice about material
goods and their relation to spiritual
treasures. How can godly wisdom
change our attitude to material goods?
First, God’s wisdom empowers us to
manage our resources well. Proverbs
21:20 says, “The wise store up choice
food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs
down.” Someone who lacks wisdom
will quickly spend every last cent. The
wise person uses self-control in their
(800) 356-6639

spending. Godly wisdom helps us to
both steward well and replenish what
we have.
Second, wisdom encourages us to
prepare for the future. Solomon uses
the example of the ant who stores
provision for the winter (Prov. 6:6–8).
We, too, are to allocate our money
wisely. One way is to follow the 10-10-80
plan. I have always believed in tithing
the first 10 percent, saving 10 percent
when possible and living off of the
remaining 80 percent.
Finally, God’s wisdom leads to
abundance. Proverbs 21:5 says, “The
plans of the diligent lead to profit as
surely as haste leads to poverty.” Some
Bible versions translate “profit” as
“abundance.” The word abundance
doesn’t mean having everything we
want; rather, it implies having enough
to meet our essential needs with
leftover to give, save, and enjoy.
Every single thing we have comes
from God. Our treasure is not ours, but
His. We are to trust not in our earthly
possessions or the balance of our bank
account, but in our heavenly Father
who faithfully provides. Proverbs 11:28
sums it up well: “Those who trust in their
riches will fall, but the righteous will
thrive like a green leaf.” n

THEOLOGY MATTERS
by Dr. John Koessler

Sharing the Divine Nature

W

e often store things that
are precious to us in a safe
place. But according to the
apostle Peter, we have the treasures
of our Christian life in the Word of
God. According to 2 Peter 1:4, God’s
glory and goodness have provided
believers with “very great and precious
promises” that enable us to “participate
in the divine nature.” The clue to
understanding what Peter means by
this is in the phrase that follows: “having
escaped the corruption in the world
caused by evil desires.”
God’s Word promises that Jesus Christ
will deliver us from the corruption
of sin. This deliverance begins with
forgiveness. Jesus redeemed us by
shedding His precious blood on our
behalf (1 Peter 1:19). His sacrifice opened
the door for an entirely different kind
of life. Not only did He free us from the
guilt of sin, but through His death and
resurrection Jesus Christ has given us
power over sin through the Holy Spirit.
This is what Peter means when he
says that Christians “participate” in the
divine nature. He does not mean that
we become gods ourselves. Rather, we
become like God. We are enabled to
live a life that reflects God’s holy nature.
The Greek word translated “participate”
in 2 Peter 1:4 means to share or have
fellowship with someone.

Humanity was created in God’s image
(Gen. 1:26). Although we still reflect
that image, it is damaged. Human
desire has been so corrupted by sin
that even when we want to do what
is right, we instead often do what
we hate (2 Peter 2:10; cf. Rom. 7:15).
The redeeming work of Jesus Christ
restores our capacity to obey God.
The saving work of Christ does not
immediately remove our capacity to
sin. Instead, it provides us with the
grace to say yes to God through the
power of the Spirit. The apostle Paul
describes this change as becoming a
“new self” or new person (Eph. 4:24).
This fundamental change results from
our relationship with God. When we
belong to Christ we have fellowship
with God. And that changes our way
of thinking. God’s precious promises
show us how to live a new life.
Through God’s empowering grace,
our lives share the characteristics
of God’s holy nature. n

FOR FURTHER STUDY
To learn more about new life
in Christ, read How to Begin the
Christian Life by Dr. George
Sweeting (Moody Publishers).
TODAYINTHEWORD.COM

FROM THE EDITORS
by Jamie Janosz

Teaching Your Children to Love God’s Word
Recently we received a reader letter and
a photo that made our Today in the Word
team extraordinarily happy!
The letter is from Mario, a pastor in the
Chicago area and a reader of Today
in the Word since 2004. Mario shares
Today in the Word with the church by
placing a display box with sample copies
for his congregation. But his commitment
to help Christians grow in their love of
God’s Word doesn’t stop with his church
family! He also uses Today in the Word
to study God’s Word with his children.
Mario writes: I was at the Moody Pastors’
Conference and I requested a packet
of Today in the Word for our church. I
received your church trial pack of 25
copies to place in our church foyer.
I have four children, ages 6, 9, 11, and
13. I was challenging my older three
children to read Today in the Word each
day on their own to get them in the habit
of personal time with the Lord. And my
youngest, six-year-old Penny, who just
completed kindergarten and learned to
read this past year, asked if she could
have her own copy.
I said, “Sure,” and Penny started reading
it right away. As of writing this email, she
just completed reading Day 1! My goal is
for each of our family members to read
(800) 356-6639

Six-year-old Penny takes up her dad’s challenge
to read Today in the Word.

Today in the Word on their own during
the day, and then we can talk about
it as a family every evening either at
dinner time or before bed.
We are so encouraged by Mario’s
testimony and his desire to help others
understand and live out the truth of
God’s Word. We praise God for His
work of bringing His Word to all people,
including small children.
How do you use Today in the Word to
encourage the people in your life? How
does our devotional help you and your
family in the study of God’s Word? We’d
love to hear from you! Contact us at
titw@moody.edu, where you can also
order a countertop display box with
sample copies of Today in the Word
for your church. n
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Treasure in the Bible
“Quartet for the End of Time” by French composer
Olivier Messiaen is based on the book of Revelation. Its
haunting rhythms and mysterious melodies evoke the
eternity of Christ and tell us about the grace of God.
But the composer found this grace in a grim place.
Messiaen composed his quartet while a prisoner of
war in a Nazi camp, Stalag VIII-A, near Dresden. At the
premiere performance, as the prisoners sat there hungry
and shivering in the cold, they were mesmerized by the
music, realizing something truly special had happened.
The composer gave them his treasure—his love for
Christ—through the gift of music.
This month in Today in the Word we’ll study what the
Bible says about treasure. We’ll ponder what it means
to “store up treasures in heaven” and what treasure we
have “in jars of clay.” We’ll read about people in the Bible
who chose the right treasure—David and Moses—and
learn from those who chose the wrong treasure—the rich
young man. We’ll look into the fascinating history of Israel
as God’s treasured possession. And finally, we’ll explore
“the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:2–3).
We pray this month’s study will fill your heart with
gratitude for all the treasures we have in Christ, and most
importantly, for Christ Himself, His grace, His love for us,
and our love for Him. Thank you for studying with us! n
—Elena Mafter, Senior Editor
Moody Bible Institute is the sole publisher of Today in the Word, copyright
© 2019 by Moody Bible Institute. All rights reserved. Please direct all Today
in the Word inquiries to Donor Resource Management, 820 N. LaSalle Blvd.,
Chicago, IL 60610. Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV®, copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide. Scripture taken from the New American Standard
Bible®, copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by
the Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Printed in the U.S.A. Today in the
Word is published monthly. Printed on 30% recycled paper.

TODAYINTHEWORD.COM

READ 2 KINGS 24:8–17
SATURDAY
JUNE

1

Nebuchadnezzar removed the
treasures from the temple of the LORD.
2 Kings 24:13

Treasures Are Valuable
In 1962, George Toman bought a comic
book for 12 cents. Nearly 50 years
later, he took a bag of his old comic
books to a Chicago-area shop to sell.
To his surprise, that 12-cent investment
turned out to be worth $12,000! It was
an original first printing of the very first
Spider-Man comic book.
Over time, a simple object became a
valuable treasure. Treasure is an image
or metaphor found often in Scripture,
and it is our topic of study this month
in Today in the Word. We begin with
five days of defining or fleshing out the
meaning of the word. In the weeks that
follow, we will explore themes such
as choices, priorities, wisdom, worth,
dependence, and trust.
The treasures in today’s reading
carried both monetary and symbolic
value (v. 13), but they were lost due
to foolishness and sin. Previously,
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when the Babylonian empire had sent
envoys to Jerusalem, the king had
rashly showed them all the treasures,
including those in the temple. Isaiah
prophesied that Babylon would take
those treasures (2 Kings 20:16–18).
That prophecy came true in 597 BC.
King Nebuchadnezzar conquered
Judah, taking King Jehoiachin and
others (including Ezekiel) into exile
and looting Jerusalem. Hezekiah’s sin
wasn’t the only reason. Other prophets
had condemned the nation’s idolatry
and warned of this judgment (Jer. 20:5;
22:24–27).
In Ancient Near Eastern culture, looting
the palace and temple meant that the
Babylonians and their “gods” were now
superior. But the biblical writer reminds
us that all this happened “as the Lord
had declared” (2 Kings 24:13). God is
always in sovereign control!

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Consider what God wants you to learn about your
treasure during this month’s study. Ask Him to
make you teachable. Sometimes material is right
there in front of us, but we’re not willing or able
to take it in. Ask the Lord to keep your heart and
mind open so His Word can do its work!

Welcome to our prayer journey
this month as we bring Moody
Bible Institute’s employees before
the Lord. Today, we ask that you
pray for the Alumni Association
staff, Nancy Hastings and Julieta
Fragoso, who keep our alumni in
touch with MBI and each other.

TODAY IN THE WORD

READ DEUTERONOMY 33:18–19
SUNDAY

They will feast on the abundance of the seas,
on the treasures hidden in the sand.

JUNE

Deuteronomy 33:19

2

Treasures Can Be Hidden
Hidden somewhere in the Rocky
Mountains is the Fenn Treasure. Multimillionaire Forrest Fenn hid more than
one million dollars of gold and jewels,
then in 2010 published a poem with nine
clues for treasure hunters. He wanted
to encourage people during a recession
and “give hope to those who had a
sense of adventure and were willing
to go searching.” Since then, Fenn
has given other clues on his website.
Thousands have searched for Fenn’s
treasure, but so far without success.
Hidden treasure captures our
imagination! Somehow the fact that
it is hidden makes it more attractive.
Anyone might find it! You may even have
already thought about Googling “Fenn’s
Treasure” to see what the clues are.
That’s why phrases such as “treasures
hidden in the sand” in today’s reading
capture our attention (v. 19). These two
verses are Moses’ blessing for the tribes
of Zebulun and Issachar, part of a larger

passage in which he blesses each of the
twelve tribes prior to his death. Zebulun
and Issachar were the two youngest
sons of Leah. After the Israelites entered
the Promised Land, these two smaller
tribes settled in the north as neighbors.
The description of “abundance of the
seas” and “treasures hidden in the
sand” refers to wealth or resources
gained from the ocean (see also Jacob’s
blessing in Genesis 49:13). Zebulun and
Issachar were not coastal tribes, but
they were located within ten miles of
the Mediterranean Sea, so coastal trade
routes ran through their territory. In other
words, they would profit from the importexport business and maritime trade.
If treasures can be hidden, they can
also be found, but it requires effort and
perseverance. After all, treasure quests
aren’t supposed to be easy! May we
have the same attitude to the treasures
of Scripture.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Why not set up a treasure quest as a spiritual
object lesson for your children or Sunday School
class? Imagine how their eyes will light up when
you say, “I’ve hidden a treasure [money, candy,
or toys] somewhere in this room.” Once they’ve
found it, you could share some of the biblical
truths about treasure learned from this study.

We uphold in prayer the ministry
of Bruce Everhart, VP of Donor
Development and Channel
Strategy, who leads his teams
in reaching out to our donors
and serving Moody. For the next
three days, join us in prayer for
these teams.

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE
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READ GENESIS 43:11–23
MONDAY
JUNE

3

Your God, the God of your father,
has given you treasure in your sacks.
Genesis 43:23

Treasures Can Be Unexpected
In September 2010, a single security was
turned over to the Missouri Treasurer’s
office as unclaimed property. The staff
identified it as highly valuable and
searched for the rightful owner. When
they found her—a Kansas City woman
who wished to remain anonymous—she
had no idea she’d inherited it and asked
them to sell it for her. One year later,
she received a check for its value, an
astonishing $6.1 million!
Imagine how welcome that money must
have been, especially when it came as a
surprise! You probably agree that working
for money may not be exactly thrilling.
After all, no one refers to their paycheck
as a treasure. Part of the image of
treasure in the Bible is that it is found or
gained unexpectedly. That was certainly
the case in today’s narrative.
Joseph’s brothers had returned to
Egypt because times were desperate.
The family needed food. They brought
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double the silver to replace the money
that had mysteriously appeared in their
luggage after their first visit. They also
brought gifts, in case the authorities were
angry or offended about that incident.
Unexpectedly, they were received as
honored guests and served a special
meal at Joseph’s house. Unnerved by the
gracious reception, they spoke privately
with Joseph’s steward, who assured them
he’d received their previous payment
and nothing was wrong. He even assured
them, “Your God, the God of your father,
has given you treasure in your sacks”
(v. 23).
How much had he been told or
observed? How much did he know of
Joseph’s faith? Giving credit to God’s
sovereignty is one of the key themes in
the life of Joseph, who affirmed the same
truth: “You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good to accomplish what
is now being done, the saving of many
lives” (Gen. 50:20).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Entering a foreign country with their lives and
family’s future at stake, the last thing Joseph’s
brothers expected was “treasure in their sacks”
or an encouraging word from a stranger (Joseph’s
steward). Yet that is what they received, and even
more gifts from God awaited them that day! Might
God have unexpected blessings in store for you?

Donor Development’s Claire
Kniowski, Hadassah Carlson,
Heidi Andrade, and Joe Forrider
lead the department’s marketing
initiatives. Please pray for them
today and thank God for all they
do to forge relationships within
the larger Moody community.

TODAY IN THE WORD

READ MATTHEW 2:1–11
TUESDAY

They opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

JUNE

Matthew 2:11

4

Treasures Can Be Gifts
When the Queen of Sheba came to test
King Solomon’s wisdom, she brought a
treasure trove of gifts (1 Kings 10:1–13).
Solomon answered her questions and
passed her tests with flying colors.
“Indeed,” the Queen said, “not even half
was told me; in wisdom and wealth you
have far exceeded the report I heard” (v.
8). She presented him with “120 talents
of gold [about 4.5 tons!], large quantities
of spices, and precious stones” (v. 10).
Solomon responded in kind, giving her
“all she desired and asked for, besides
what he had given her out of his royal
bounty” (v. 13).
The idea of a treasure is often
associated with a gift. As was the case
with both the Queen of Sheba and the
magi in today’s reading, the valuable
gifts they presented to, respectively,
Solomon and Jesus, were marks of
honor and esteem. Following the star,
the magi had come from the east (likely
Persia) to find “the one who has been

born king of the Jews” (Matt. 2:2).
When they found the child, “they
bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh” (v. 11).
These gifts may have had symbolic
value. The movie The Nativity
popularized the tradition that gold
stood for Jesus’ kingship, frankincense
for His priesthood, and myrrh for His
suffering and sacrificial love. We know
frankincense was part of a special blend
of incense used only for worship (Ex.
30:34–37) and myrrh was a perfume
used for burial (John 19:39). It has been
speculated that these gifts were God’s
provision for the flight to Egypt. That is,
Joseph as a poor carpenter would have
been able to sell these valuable gifts in
order to finance the emergency trip that
protected Jesus’ life from Herod’s hate
(Matt. 2:13–15).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

We don’t have to wait for cold weather to enjoy
Christmas music. Sing or read the lyrics to “We
Three Kings,” which can easily be located in a
hymnbook or on the internet. A verse is dedicated
to each of the three gifts and their spiritual
significance. Pray along with the magi in the
song: “Guide us to thy perfect Light.”

Again, we lift up in prayer the
staff of Donor Development
department—Scott Veigel, Teri
Vaughn, Georgette Whittenhall,
and Joy Houser—as they
facilitate Moody Bible Institute’s
fundraising events. Thank God
for His guidance in their lives!

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE
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READ LUKE 2:8–20
WEDNESDAY
JUNE

5

Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.
Luke 2:19

Treasures Can Take Many Forms
Charles Spurgeon wrote in Morning and
Evening about today’s verse that Mary’s
reflections had engaged her whole
being, including “her memory—she kept
all these things; her affections—she kept
them in her heart; [and] her intellect—
she pondered them; so that memory,
affection, and understanding, were all
exercised about the things which she
had heard.”
Treasure in Scripture can be literal, but
it is often metaphorical, especially when
it is used as a verb. As you’ve probably
noticed, treasure can be multiple parts
of speech. It can be a noun—the valued
objects themselves. It can function as
an adjective, as in the phrase “treasured
possession” (see tomorrow’s study).
And it can be a verb, indicating the act
of regarding and treating something as
precious, as Mary did in today’s reading.
What were “all these things” that Mary
was treasuring and pondering in her

heart (v. 19; see also v. 51)? They were
probably memories of the remarkable
events surrounding the birth of her child,
Jesus, the incarnate Son of God. She
was no doubt reflecting on the visit of
the shepherds and their description of
angels singing the original Hallelujah
Chorus. She was remembering Gabriel’s
original surprising and humbling
announcement. She was thinking about
the visit to her also-pregnant cousin
Elizabeth. She was pondering all that
she and Joseph had seen and heard
over the past nine months. Now, the
Messiah had arrived, and He lay there in
her arms as she pondered these things.
These were memories to treasure and
cherish! Mary wanted to commit each
detail to memory, praising God for
her part in His story. Later (we infer),
she would share her memories and
experiences with Luke who did research
among the eyewitnesses of Christ’s life
in order to write his Gospel (Luke 1:1–4).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Spurgeon’s devotional urges us to follow Mary’s
example and treasure God’s work in our lives: “Let
your memory treasure up everything about Christ
which you have either felt, or known, or believed,
and then let your fond affections hold him fast for
evermore . . . Meditate upon what you read: stop
not at the surface; dive into the depths.”

In conclusion, please add to your
prayer list Stephen Asare, Nathan
Van Hoff, Laura Lemus, Kayla
Andersen, and Daniel Munoz from
Donor Development. Ask God
to help them always speak with
wisdom and grace as they extend
MBI’s thankfulness to our friends.

10 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ EXODUS 19:1–8
THURSDAY

Out of all nations you will
be my treasured possession.

JUNE

Exodus 19:5

6

Israel as God’s Treasured Possession
There are many ways to treasure our
memories. We collect souvenirs. We
take photos or make videos to enjoy
later, sharing them with family and
friends via social media. We write
about them in a personal diary or blog
post, trying to capture for ourselves or
others what was so special about the
experience or event.
What does it mean that God considered
Israel to be His “treasured possession”
(v. 5)? This phrase has also been
evocatively translated as “my own
special treasure.” It is used several
times in the Old Testament and
indicates that the nation had been
chosen and set apart. For what? We
know Israel had a special relationship
with the Lord, including their
responsibility to be holy and obedient
(Deut. 26:18–19). To be His “treasured
possession” also means that they were
precious to Him and that He would

protect and cherish them. This was
proved by their liberation from slavery
and the Exodus (Ex. 19:4). The Israelites
in response were to live in a way that
showed their identity, that is, they were
to live as “a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation” (v. 6). They agreed, “We will
do everything the LORD has said” (v. 8).
How can people be called a
“possession”? Isn’t that disrespectful?
Not if these are the words of their
Maker! Only the Creator has the right
to say that. The whole earth is His!
Furthermore, God is not like us. We
generally treasure memories and
possessions for self-centered reasons.
God works at a far higher level, and
He chose Israel to be His “treasured
possession” as part of His glorious plan
of redemption for the world. They were
to be consecrated and holy not only for
their own sake but also as a witness to
the nations.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Peter, probably alluding to today’s reading,
identified the church as “a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession” (1 Peter 2:9–10). What should be our
response? “Declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” How
can you live out this special identity and purpose?

Dr. Larry Davidhizar, VP and dean
of the Faculty, asks the Today in
the Word family for your prayers
for MBI’s professors and thanks
all Moody friends for your faithful
support of our faculty’s ministry
in training our students for
Kingdom service.

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 11

READ MALACHI 3:13–18
FRIDAY
JUNE

7

They will be my treasured possession.
I will spare them.
Malachi 3:17

Saving God’s Treasured Possession
Do you have a treasured possession?
How did it gain that status? If you’re a
collector, it could be because the item is
rare or valuable. You might treasure an
otherwise ordinary object for personal
reasons, like a child who loves a teddy
bear because it was a gift from grandma.
Or maybe the object, such as a wedding
ring, commemorates a life-changing
occasion.

remembrance”—a phrase suggesting
royal archives—was written about them
in His presence: The remnant was not
guilty of the accusation made in the
preceding verses. As a result, they
would be spared when God judged the
unfaithful majority (v. 17). In this passage,
that’s what it meant to be His “treasured
possession”—to be protected and
treated with compassion.

How did the “remnant” in Israel gain the
status of being called God’s “treasured
possession”? They stood firm in faith
in the midst of an idolatrous and
disobedient nation! Israel had doubted
God’s justice and chose to regard
serving and worshiping Him as futile
(vv. 13–15).

The unfaithful majority would be proved
wrong about God (v. 18). They’d said that
serving Him was pointless and that since
evildoers prospered, either God didn’t
see, didn’t care, or couldn’t do anything
about it. Interestingly, we live in similar
times (2 Peter 3:3–13). “Scoffers” today
doubt God’s justice and Christ’s return.
They will also be proved wrong. “The
day of the Lord will come like a thief”
(v. 10) and all His promises will be
fulfilled, including those of “a new
heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells” (v. 13).

By contrast, the remnant “feared the
Lord and honored his name” (v. 16).
They “talked with each other” and
encouraged one another to remain
faithful. God took note and a “scroll of

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Is your name written in God’s Book of Life? The
“book of remembrance,” mentioned several times
in Scripture (Dan. 12:1; Rev. 20:12), has the names
of those who have been faithful to the redemption
they received by grace through faith in Jesus (Eph.
2:8). If you’ve never trusted in Christ for salvation,
we encourage you to make today the day!

Keeping MBI’s faculty in prayer,
please support the Educational
Ministries faculty: Mary Martin,
Michael Milco, and Peter Worrall.
As they train students for ministry
in Christian education, ask for
strength, perseverance, and rest
in God.

12 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ PSALM 135:1–12
SATURDAY

The LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own,
Israel to be his treasured possession.

JUNE

Psalm 135:4

8

Guarding His Treasured Possession
First Lady Dolley Madison is credited
with saving some of our nation’s
historical treasures. In 1814, when British
troops landed in Maryland and headed
toward the capital, Dolley kept calm and
began loading important items into her
carriage. Among them was a full-size
portrait of George Washington. With
no room to carry the huge portrait and
no time to carefully remove it from the
frame, she ordered it cut out with a knife.
“If not possible, destroy it,” she said.
“Under no circumstance allow it to fall
into the hands of the British.”
To be loved by God means we can
completely trust in His power to protect
and rescue us. Part of what it means
to be God’s “treasured possession” (v.
4) is that He acts to save us. Psalm 135
uses the phrase as a shorthand way of
referring to God’s covenant relationship
with Israel. The psalm begins with a
call to praise (vv. 1–2), followed by at
least four reasons for praise. First, God

is worthy to be praised because of
His goodness (v. 3). Second, because
He has selected Israel for a special
relationship (v. 4). The nation was a
“treasured possession” not because it
deserved to be, but solely because of
God’s choice. Third, we have to praise
God because of His greatness (vv.
5–7). He is the powerful and sovereign
Creator of the universe! Fourth and
finally, God is worthy to be praised
because of His saving actions in Israel’s
history, namely, liberating Israel from
slavery in Egypt and bringing them to
the promised land (vv. 8–12).
Because God chose Israel, He acted to
save them. Because He is all-powerful,
His salvation is certain; and because He
is perfectly good, we can entirely rely on
His love. What an encouragement, and
what a great reason for our praise and
worship!

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Praise God today. He is all-powerful, and He loves
you! Romans 8:31 offers this encouragement, even
when we walk through times of suffering: “If God
is for us, who can be against us?” Today, consider
committing to memory at least one of verses
31–39 from this chapter of Romans. Rest on
the knowledge that God is in control!

Today, will you continue to pray
for the Educational Ministries
professors: Dennis Fledderjohann,
Elizabeth Smith, Robert MacRae,
and Timothy Downey? Thank the
Father for their biblical wisdom
and dedication to serving our
students.
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READ HOSEA 13:4–15
SUNDAY
JUNE

9

His storehouse will be
plundered of all its treasures.
Hosea 13:15

Plundered Treasures
The tables turned on Egypt when God
freed the Israelites from bondage.
When God sent Moses to confront
Pharaoh, not even a world superpower
could prevent Israel’s liberation. From
the burning bush, the Lord told Moses
that Egypt would be so humbled
that the former slaves would take as
plunder the treasures of their former
masters (Ex. 3:21–22). And that is
exactly what happened (Ex. 12:31–36)!
In today’s reading, we see a different
picture. This time it was Israel who
opposed the Lord, and Israel’s
treasures were to be plundered. The
passage reminds the nation of how
God liberated them from Egypt and
cared for them in the wilderness (Hos.
13:4–5). Shockingly, they then “forgot”
Him, and ceased to worship and obey
Him (v. 6). This is heartbreaking irony.
The “treasured possession” rebelled
against the very One who treasured
them and began clamoring for an

earthly king like the other nations
had (vv. 10–11). The bottom line was
this: Israel was unfaithful to their
covenant identity.
As a result, the nation of Israel
would come under God’s judgment,
compared here to violent animal
attacks (vv. 7–9). It is indeed “a
dreadful [fearful, terrifying] thing to
fall into the hands of the living God”
(Heb. 10:31). Though God relented in
the past, this time He would not (Hos.
13:12–15). God had power over death
(see 1 Cor. 15:55, in which Paul quotes
v. 14); He could save as He had done
in the past. But this time, He would not.
The image of a storehouse plundered
of its treasures by the “east wind”
(Assyria) is powerful (Hos. 13:15). After
all, who can stop the wind? And the
northern kingdom of Israel would in
fact be conquered by the Assyrians
in 722 BC.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

“Oh, those Israelites,” you might be thinking. “Why
were they so unthankful?” But are we really any
better? God cares and provides for us in so many
ways, yet our response is too often along the lines
of “What have you done for me lately?” Today,
dedicate your whole prayer time to thanking God,
leaving your petitions for another day.

Our students are on summer
break right now, but even in
their absence they are in the
hearts and prayers of everyone
at Moody. Pray that God would
grant them fruitful time in His
Word, refreshing service, relaxing
leisure, and safety during travels.

14 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ MICAH 6:9–16
MONDAY

Am I still to forget your ill-gotten treasures?

JUNE

Micah 6:10

10

Dishonest Treasure
Treasure Island by Robert Louis
Stevenson is one of the most famous
American adventure stories. The hero
is a boy named Jim. The book includes
many exciting pursuits, a ship full of
pirates (including the mutinous Long
John Silver), an island treasure map on
which X marks the spot, and a strange
man named Ben who lives in a cave and
finds the treasure before anyone else.
Searching for pirate treasure makes for
a thrilling tale, but no doubt the chests
full of gold coins were dishonestly
gained. In today’s reading, we see that
treasures obtained in such ways anger
the Lord. Biblical treasures often are
given moral and spiritual value, but in
this passage, importance is given to
how they were obtained. God’s view of
treasure contrasts with the views of our
materialistic society, in which money
and success are the primary goals and
an ends-justify-the-means approach
often prevails.

God was angry with Israel because of
its “ill-gotten treasures,” a phrase which
literally means “treasures of sin” (vv.
9–12). The images of “the short ephah,”
“dishonest scales,” and “a bag of false
weights” indicate that cheating and
injustice were rampant in the business
world of that time. The rich were
“violent” and exploitative. Everyone was
lying and deceiving. These practices
are “wicked” and “accursed” (see Lev.
19:35–36). Let the buyer beware indeed!
As a result, God would judge them for
their sins, just as He punished Omri and
Ahab, two of Israel’s most wicked kings
(Mic. 6:13–16). They would eat without
satisfaction, plant without harvest, and
make grapes without enjoying the
wine. In other words, they would work
without reward because their labor
would be cursed. Evil people often
think they can get away with sin, but
Micah teaches that God’s justice is
both patient and certain.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Christian businesspeople can be salt and light in
the marketplace. Biblical ethics is seen in the book
of Proverbs. “The Lord detests dishonest scales,
but accurate weights find favor with him” (Prov.
11:1). “Differing weights and differing measures—
the Lord detests them both” (20:10). Encourage
a fellow believer who’s in business today!

We are thankful for Moody
Radio and all the talented
Christians who serve there.
Doug Hastings, vice president
of Moody Radio, will be grateful
for your prayer support, as his
teams serve both on the air
and behind the scenes.
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READ LAMENTATIONS 1:1–12
TUESDAY
JUNE

11

Jerusalem remembers all the
treasures that were hers in days of old.
Lamentations 1:7

Lamenting the Loss of Treasure
A lament is a structured poetic
expression of deep personal or
communal grief, such as an elegy or
funeral oration. By writing a lament, the
poet intends, according to the Literary
Study Bible, “to give full expression
to the suffering of his people and
the sorrows of his own soul.” The
lament shares memories of past
glories and speaks of future hope. A
lament recognizes sin, grieves over its
consequences, and still praises the Lord.
In Lamentations, a book filled with
lament, the author mourned the
Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem
in 586 BC. Because Judah did not
treasure what the Lord had given them,
God allowed their defeat and plunder
of their treasures.
In this poem, Jerusalem is personified as
a woman. She used to be a great queen,
but now she’s a deserted widow (v. 1).

Her people have gone into exile and
she feels lonely and betrayed (vv. 2–3).
No one comes to worship because the
temple is destroyed (v. 4). She is naked
and ashamed (v. 8). “All the splendor
has departed” (v. 6).
Why did this happen? “Because of her
many sins” (vv. 5, 8). As a result, the
“treasures that were hers in days of
old” (v. 7)—symbolizing the covenant
relationship with God—have been taken
away (v. 10). Enemies were allowed to
triumph over her. In anguish, the poet
wondered, Have we lost God’s favor? Is
the covenant relationship finished? But
the prayers in verses 9 and 11 show that
he still hoped in God and had not lost
faith: “Look, LORD, on my affliction . . .
Look, LORD, and consider.” The invitation
in verse 12 for others to take heed of
God’s justice and wrath is sorrowful
but hopeful in that it demonstrates an
unswerving trust in His character.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

We know how to give thanks and make requests.
But lament may not be a part of our prayer life. We
know how to praise God, but confessing our sins
often makes us uncomfortable. We often prefer
not to grieve over sin. The book of Lamentations,
as well as many psalms, teach us how to spend
time in confessional prayer.

Moody Radio’s Programming
staff—Chris Papendick, Daniel
Anderson, Jon Gauger, and Judy
Kron—work hard to produce quality
Christian programs. Pray that the
truth of God and His love would
extend from their workplace to
every person who tunes in.

16 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ JEREMIAH 49:1–6
WEDNESDAY

You trust in your riches and say,
“Who will attack me?”

JUNE

Jeremiah 49:4

12

Do Not Trust in Material Treasures
In J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings
novels, a silver metal called mithril is
highly prized for its strength and beauty.
The dwarfs mined and worked it, always
desiring more. But as one character
explained: “Even as mithril was the
foundation of their wealth, so also it
was their destruction.”
When we covet material wealth, this
sinful behavior leads to spiritual failure.
That’s why the prophet Jeremiah
in today’s reading condemned the
Ammonites (descendants of Lot) for
trusting in material treasures. As we’ve
already seen in this study, Israel had
made a practice of treasuring the
wrong things, and they were suffering
the consequences of their sin. After
God’s judgment, the Ammonites took
advantage of the situation, occupied
some of the land, and were more than
willing to get rich quick off whatever
the Assyrians had left behind (v. 1).

But another day was coming (vv. 2–3).
The prideful and idolatrous Ammonites,
including the ones living in their capital
city of Rabbah, would also be conquered
and sent into exile. They were wrong to
trust in riches for safety and security (v.
4), a mistake also made by the Moabites
(Jer. 48:7). Why? In those days, it was
culturally normal as part of war to offer
money for alliances or to pay tribute
in order to buy off an invading army.
In other words, they thought they were
safe from harm behind a wall of money.
But they were wrong! God’s judgment
is unstoppable (Jer. 49:5). To disrespect
God’s people was to disrespect God.
The Ammonite god Molek would not
have the victory! Ezekiel prophesied
the same fate for them (25:1–7). These
prophecies were fulfilled in 582 BC,
when Ammon was destroyed by
Nebuchadnezzar. Note that God planned
to have mercy afterward even on these
longtime foes of Israel (Jer. 49:6).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Where do you put your trust for your future
security? For example, you may trust your
investment or retirement account. While good
stewardship and prudence are necessary, putting
our faith in them can lead to pride. Remember that
only God deserves our complete trust for today
and for the future. Place your trust in Him!

As we focus our prayers on
Moody Radio’s Programming,
would you add the rest of the
team: Danielle Kerschhackl, Dan
Craig, Deborah Solomon, and
Stephen Johnson? Due to their
selfless, dedicated service, many
lives have been changed!
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READ ECCLESIASTES 2:1–11
THURSDAY
JUNE

13

I refused my heart no pleasure.
Ecclesiastes 2:10

Do Not Pursue Material Treasures
We often hear people talk about the
American Dream. What they mean is that
America is a land of opportunity and that
anyone can succeed or better their life
through hard work and determination.
This dream may be achieved when we
own a home, do well in our professional
career, achieve a respectable job, or
enjoy early retirement.
When the American Dream is
focused primarily on materialism and
financial security, it can never really
satisfy, any more than achieving the
“Israelite Dream” satisfied Solomon in
Ecclesiastes. In search of purpose and
value in life, he pursued laughter, wine,
and entertainment. He designed and
built houses, vineyards, orchards, parks,
and gardens. He amassed every kind of
wealth or “treasure” available in that day
(v. 8), including the sexual pleasure and
political power, symbolized by his large
harem of wives and concubines.

How wealthy was Solomon? Every
year, he gained about 25 tons of gold
from gifts, tributes, and trade. He was
“greater in riches and wisdom than all
the other kings of the earth” (1 Kings
10:23). But even with all of this treasure,
Solomon found life unfulfilling.
His activities were a kind of philosophical experiment. He acquired,
achieved, and indulged in every way
possible. He denied himself nothing and
gained all “the delights of a man’s heart”
(vv. 8, 10). And he used his wisdom to
observe the results (v. 9). Could any of
these possessions or activities reveal
life’s ultimate purpose and value?
The outcome, said Solomon, was
negative. None of these things would
endure. When he “surveyed all that my
hands had done and what I had toiled
to achieve, everything was meaningless,
a chasing after the wind; nothing was
gained under the sun” (v. 11).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The meaning of life cannot be found “under the
sun,” but that doesn’t stop people from trying. It’s
human nature to worship something and to build
our lives around it. We have a tendency to treasure
the work of our hands. Today, consider what your
heart loves and whether the things you cherish are
of eternal value.

Mark Wagner, executive vice
president and COO, oversees a
hard-working staff that maintains
and improves Moody’s 26-acre
campus. May the Lord bless the
excellent teamwork within the
maintenance crew and continue to
empower Mark’s service at Moody!

18 TODAY IN THE WORD

READ ISAIAH 44:9–23
FRIDAY

All who make idols are nothing,
and the things they treasure are worthless.

JUNE

Isaiah 44:9

14

Do Not Treasure Worthless Idols
The prophet Isaiah was clearly familiar
with Ancient Near Eastern practices
related to idol-making. As described
in the Cultural Backgrounds Study
Bible, a handcrafted idol could become
regarded as divine through a special
ritual known as “mouth washing,” which
“required the priest to whisper into the
ear of the statue and to open its eyes to
see and its mouth to breathe . . . Then
the priest swore an oath that he did not
make the statue.”

mistakes. How can something we make
be both ordinary and divine? Some of
the wood is used for the cooking fire,
the rest goes toward making the idol.
Worshiping such a thing is blind and
foolish. “Such a person feeds on ashes”
(v. 20). Israel was warned against this
practice (vv. 21–23; Deut. 27:15). Idolatry
dishonors the Lord and is not fitting for
those whom God has loved, chosen,
forgiven, and redeemed. We’re to
display God’s glory, not human folly.

The pagan priest knew the idol had
been made by human hands, but the lie
was an essential part of the ceremony. It
was this willful self-deception that Isaiah
mocked in today’s reading. To treasure
and worship any type of idol is futile and
delusional.

We live in a world where spiritual beliefs
are considered private and not to be
questioned. Many people think that we
can take any path to God we choose,
and that we all treasure different—
equally important—things. Isaiah spoke
out against such thinking: “All who
make idols are nothing and the things
they treasure are worthless. Those who
would speak up for them are blind; they
are ignorant, to their own shame”
(Isa. 44:9).

How can an object made by human
hands be worthy of worship (vv. 9–20)?
The idea makes no sense. Humans
are mortal. We get hungry. We make

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

What do you idolize? While you may never have
crafted an actual idol, we all have the tendency to
make our earthly treasures more important than
they should be. Only God deserves the premier
place of honor and recognition in our lives. Today,
ask Him to help you identify what things may be
in danger of becoming idols in your life.

The end of Moody’s fiscal year
is a busy time for Ken Heulitt,
chief financial officer, as he
and his teams witness God’s
material provision for His work
through friends like you. Thank
God today for the generosity of
His people.
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QUESTION AND ANSWER

by Dr. Winfred O. Neely
Chair of the Division of Applied Theology and Church Ministries

Q

James 4:14 says, “You do
not even know what will
happen tomorrow.” Since
we do not know what will happen
tomorrow or even in the next moment,
is it biblical for us to plan or prepare
for the future?

A

The Scriptures never cease
to amaze me! James’s
observation that we do not
know what life will be like tomorrow
strips us of pride about any claims we
might make of being the captain of
our own future. Still, the Bible does not
teach that planning and preparing for
the future is wrong. Rather, it is wise
(Prov. 6:6–11; 10:5)!
In James 4, the author is speaking
specifically to some people in the
church who had planned a business
trip. They focused on their plans for the
future: “Today or tomorrow we will go to
this or that city, spend a year there, carry
on business and make money” (v. 13).
The problem was not the planning itself
nor their desire to go into an honorable
business to make a profit, but rather
imagining that their future was within
their control.
Notice what James says in verse 14:
“What is your life? You are a mist that
appears for a little while and then
vanishes.” We may think we know what
will happen the next day, but in reality,
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we don’t. We are wrong when we plan
for the future without taking God’s will
into consideration. Instead, we have to
follow God’s guidance and His calling
for our lives. God may call some of us
to be business people. A business
owner not only earns an income
but also provides people with jobs,
stimulates the economy, and most
importantly, gives to the Lord’s work.
But God also calls every believer to
be a full-time minister of the gospel.
God may be calling some of you to go
into business—and to model Christlike
character in the work world.

Q
A

Why does James use a vapor
or mist metaphor for human
life (James 4:14)?

In order to warn us about the
danger of planning for our
future without regard for God’s
will, James uses the metaphor of mist
as a reminder of life’s brevity. If you are
standing outside on a cold day, you are
able to see your breath. Have you ever
noticed how quickly the mist of your
breath vanishes? James says that brief
appearance of our breath is an image
of human life—short, ephemeral, quickly
appearing, and quickly vanishing.
Compared with eternity, human life
is incredibly short. Therefore, we are
arrogant and sinful when we make plans

Jesus wants to be at the very center of our
innermost world, at the center of our being,
our will, our emotions, and our thinking.
for the future of our very short lives
without considering the Lord and His
will for us.

Q

If Christ already dwells in
believers by His Spirit, why
does Paul pray for strength
for us so that Christ may dwell in our
hearts through faith (Eph. 3:16–17)?

A

When we trust Christ as our
Lord and Savior, He takes up
residence in us by His Spirit.
He indwells every true follower of
Christ. In fact, if the Spirit of God does
not indwell a person, that person is not
in relationship with God (Rom. 8:9). But
as you noted, if Christ is already in us,
why does Paul pray for Christ to dwell
in our hearts? The answer is found in
the meaning of dwell in this context.
Ephesians 3:17 uses the word dwell to
convey the idea of being at home. It is
not the permanent indwelling of Christ
in us that is under discussion here, but
the idea of the Lord Jesus being at
home in our hearts. We may live in a
house permanently and still not feel at
home. Sometimes we may have

guests over to our houses, and we say
to them, “Make yourself at home!” The
Lord Jesus does not want merely to
indwell us; He wants to be at home in
our hearts! Jesus wants to be at the
very center of our innermost world, at
the center of our being, our will, our
emotions, and our thinking!

Q
A

Does the inner working of
the Father in us eliminate our
responsibility to participate
in Christ being at home in our hearts?
No. God’s work within us does
not eliminate our responsibility
to trust the Lord. Jesus is at
home in our hearts through faith (Eph.
3:17). And when we come to faith in
Christ as our Lord and Savior, we are to
continue to live our lives by placing our
trust in Him.
We should not put our trust in our
feelings nor in our internal impressions,
but only in Jesus, based on His Word.
Faith that takes the Lord at His Word
unlocks the door of our hearts and
opens it wide for Christ to make His
home in us.
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READ JOB 28
SATURDAY
JUNE

15

Where can wisdom be found?
Where does understanding dwell?
Job 28:12

Treasure Cannot Buy Wisdom
The deepest gold mine in the world
is Mponeng in South Africa. Its depth—
two-and-a-half miles—equals ten
Empire State Buildings! It has 236 miles
of tunnels, traversed daily by 4,000
workers, as well as the world’s tallest
elevator system. This mine is located
in an area that has produced about half
of the gold ever mined on earth.
The engineering and technology
involved in creating the mine and
extracting the gold is impressive. Yet
today, as in Job’s day, wisdom cannot
be found in all these riches of gold
and technology. Job 28 is most likely
an interlude, written by the book’s
unknown author, between the speeches
by Job, his friends, and God that
comprise most of the book. The chapter
begins by describing ancient mining
techniques (vv. 1–11). Miners cut shafts,
used ropes and baskets, and tunneled
through rock in order to extract and
refine precious metals and jewels.

The description highlights human
knowledge and ability. Miners are
the quintessential treasure hunters!
But even given all that, people are
unable to answer the question, “Where
can wisdom be found?” (vv. 12–22).
Wisdom is the real treasure. It’s not a
physical part of the natural world that
science can master. We can’t find it, we
can’t buy it, we can’t even comprehend
it. It is the natural, moral, and spiritual
order and purpose underlying all of
creation. Its value is far beyond the
best and most valuable things we know.
Having whetted our curiosity, the
writer at last reveals that the treasure
of wisdom is found only in God (vv.
23–28). He is the sovereign Creator
who made all, sees all, and knows all.
We can only gain wisdom through
“fear of the Lord,” that is, by giving Him
the reverence, worship, and obedience
He is due.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Another classic passage on wisdom and the fear
of the Lord is Proverbs 8. Wisdom is personified
as going about in the streets, calling out advice. As
for the idea of treasure, “Wisdom is more precious
than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare
with her” (v. 11). If you have time, we encourage
you to read this entire chapter of Proverbs today.

Please pray for Abigail Vega,
Brian Nagel, Edgar Santiago,
Holly Motta, and Julie Vinlasaca
from the Office of the Treasurer,
encouraging them as they work
diligently for good stewardship
and efficient management of
MBI’s finances.
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READ PROVERBS 2
SUNDAY

Look for it as for silver and search
for it as for hidden treasure.

JUNE

Proverbs 2:4

16

The Treasure of Wisdom
Many of us are “treasure hunters” in
daily life. The treasure is not typically
a chest of gold and jewels, but an
irresistible deal in the clearance section
of a department store or website, or a
unique find at a yard sale or flea market.
And we might spend a great deal of
time searching for the very best deal or
the lowest price.
Are we willing to make the same
effort in pursuit of the treasure of
wisdom? Though wisdom cannot be
found by human ingenuity, it can be
found because the Lord has made
it possible (vv. 1–8). How? We must
“search [literally, dig] for it as for
hidden treasure,” that is, diligently and
passionately. This reflects the high
value we put on wisdom—rightly so,
because God Himself has put a high
value on it too. We must be teachable,
ready to listen and learn in the “fear

of the Lord” (v. 5). It’s significant that
this chapter is written as if by a father
to a son (cf. Prov. 7:1–4). Finally, we
must also understand that wisdom is a
matter not only of the head but also of
the heart and the will, that is, it requires
uprightness and obedience.
Why is wisdom so valuable? What are
its benefits? Godly wisdom provides
an understanding of righteousness
and justice (vv. 9–10). It gives
discretion, which in turn protects
us from foolish mistakes and wrong
choices (v. 11). Specifically, it can “save
you from the ways of wicked men”
(vv. 12–15) and “from the adulterous
woman,” that is, sexual immorality
(vv. 16–19). Wisdom will instead help
us “walk in the ways of the good and
keep to the paths of the righteous”
(vv. 20–22). This knowledge is
“pleasant to your soul” (v. 10).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

When the writer of today’s passage said, “My son”
(v. 1), he reminded us that parents can and should
be a source of wisdom for their children. As grownups, we know adults aren’t necessarily as wise as
children think. We need God’s wisdom and God’s
Word to fulfill this responsibility! Pray that this will
be accomplished in your family relationships.

Bring your prayers before the
Lord today for Moody Bible
Institute president, Dr. Mark
Jobe. May the Lord give him
divine guidance for making
decisions that will impact the
future of MBI. May the Lord
always remain first in his life!
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READ PSALM 19:7–11
MONDAY
JUNE

17

The law of the LORD is perfect.
Psalm 19:7

The Treasure of God’s Word
The Perahu Pustaka, or Book Boat, is
a unique mobile library in Indonesia.
A journalist decided to combine his
love of boats and books by building a
baqgo, a small sailboat, that takes 4,000
children’s books per trip to villages
where literacy is low and pleasure of
reading is unknown. When the boat
arrives, kids swarm to see what books
he’s brought this time!
The most valuable book in the world is
God’s Word. While the word “treasure”
doesn’t appear in today’s reading, it
does say that the “decrees of the LORD
. . . are more precious than gold, than
much pure gold” (vv. 9–10). Other verses
in the Psalms echo this refrain: “The
law from your mouth is more precious
to me than thousands of pieces of
silver and gold” (119:72). Since wisdom
is a treasure, and since it begins with
the fear of the Lord, and God’s Word
teaches us wisdom, it’s no surprise to

find that Scripture and treasure are
described in similar terms.
What qualities or characteristics of God’s
Word make it so valuable? It refreshes
and reinvigorates us with new life and
strength (19:7). It’s absolutely trustworthy
and reliable. It gives wisdom, helping us
grow to maturity. It’s right, just, and fair,
a fact which brings joyful satisfaction (v.
8). It’s radiant, that is, it illuminates or
gives insight. It’s pure (v. 9). It’s eternal,
enduring forever (Isa. 40:8). It’s always
true. It’s “sweeter than honey,” meaning
delightful and desirable (Ps. 19:10; cf.
Prov. 2:10; 24:14). It warns us against
sin and keeps us on the right path (Ps.
19:11). By obeying it we can gain “great
reward.”
In short, God’s Word is “perfect” (v. 7). It
reflects God’s character and reveals His
will. It speaks to our mind about truth,
beauty, and obedience. What a treasure!

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

If you have time today, go back and read the first
six verses of Psalm 19 as well. These verses rejoice
in how the “Book of Nature” (general revelation)
reveals and exalts the Creator, while today’s
verses highlight the fact that the “Book of God”
(special revelation) does the same. Both halves
of this psalm summon us to praise and worship!

Uphold in prayer Dr. Bryan O’Neal,
VP and dean of Moody Distance
Learning, who also took on the
additional role of interim dean
of the Undergraduate School.
Thank God for his leadership
qualities and commitment to
excellence in education.
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READ JOB 23:1–12
TUESDAY

I have treasured the words of his
mouth more than my daily bread.

JUNE

Job 23:12

18

Treasuring God in Troubles
According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, suicide rates
in the United States increased 33
percent between 1999 and 2017.
Reported one news outlet: “American
suicides are now at their highest point
in 50 years. It’s now the second-leading
cause of death for Americans under the
age of 35.”
When we face difficulties in life, we
have a choice with how to respond. As
believers, we should treasure the Lord
and His sovereign love for us. Rather
amazingly, that’s what Job did, even
in the midst of tremendous suffering.
With God’s permission, Satan wiped
out his wealth, health, and children.
Job responded by submitting to God’s
sovereignty (1:20–22; 2:9–10). But the
suffering wasn’t over. Job was then
“comforted” by three friends who
assumed he’d sinned and deserved
these events as punishment.

In today’s chapter, Job was replying to
Eliphaz, one of the friends. He didn’t
try to make light of his suffering—it was
indeed heavy and bitter (23:2). But he
stood fast in his faith. He was confident
of God’s justice and wanted to make his
case before Him (vv. 3–7). Though he
felt abandoned by God, he continued to
trust in His knowledge and justice. He
was sure that he would pass this test
with flying colors and his relationship
with God would be restored (vv. 8–12).
Therefore, he could honestly proclaim,
“I have treasured the words of his
mouth more than my daily bread”
(v. 12; compare Eliphaz’s advice in
Job 22:21–22).
Wisdom, Scripture, and our relationship
with God are treasures, but it doesn’t
mean that we will live rich, comfortable,
or trouble-free lives. In fact, it is when
trouble comes—as it surely will in this
fallen world—that we show most clearly
what we truly treasure.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Ask God to help you cling to His Word in times of
trouble. When Trouble Comes by Philip Graham
Ryken and Between Pain and Grace: A Biblical
Theology of Suffering by Moody professors Gerald
W. Peterman and Andrew J. Schmutzer show how
God can bring hope in the midst of despair. You can
get both books online or in a Christian bookstore.

The staff of Residence Life—
Bruce Norquist, David Chizum,
Sarah Youssef, and Samuel
Roller—are a vital part of our
students’ life on campus. Today
remember them in prayer as
they serve our students.
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READ PROVERBS 24:3–4
WEDNESDAY
JUNE

19

By wisdom a house is built.
Proverbs 24:3

Wisdom Fills the House with Treasures
Near the end of his life, Joshua led the
people of Israel to renew their covenant
with the Lord at Shechem (see Joshua
24). He reminded them of their ancient
lineage from Abraham as well as their
recent history under Moses. If that
wasn’t enough evidence to fear and
worship the Lord, he also called them,
“Choose for yourselves this day whom
you will serve . . . But, as for me and
my household, we will serve the Lord”
(Josh. 24:15).

representing family life. That is, a house
here is not merely a building, but a
family and all the people and activities
that are included in it. To build a house
wisely means to “build” a family of
people who love and follow the Lord.
Its “rooms” could be different activities,
dimensions, or stages of family life. In
this context, “knowledge” is a synonym
for wisdom and likewise indicates
applied knowledge or discernment
in specific contexts and situations.

This verse, often found on plaques in
Christian homes, highlights an essential
truth in today’s reading: God’s wisdom
is to be treasured in family life. As
we’ve seen this past week, faith in and
obedience to the Lord is always the
wisest choice, and this is especially true
in the family, including marriage and
parenting (Ps. 127:1).

Wisdom not only helps establish a
strong foundation for family life—it also
fills the rooms with “rare and beautiful
treasures,” a phrase which can also be
translated “all kinds of precious and
pleasing treasures” (Prov. 24:4; see
also Prov. 15:6). Within the metaphor,
these “treasures” are not necessarily
material blessings, but instead indicate
a life well lived before God. The
main blessing received is a richer
relationship with Him!

Today’s verses from Proverbs are
built on the metaphor of “house”

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

What does “building a house” in the context of
today’s reading mean to you? How might you
apply today’s Scripture to your family, your small
group, or church community? In what new ways
might you trust the Lord to achieve this? After all,
“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders
labor in vain” (Ps. 127:1).

Today, please commit to prayer
the rest of the Residence
Life staff: Sarah Koch, Jeffrey
Anderson, and Sarah Nunneley,
as they facilitate our students’
progress at Moody and help new
students adjust to campus life.
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READ ISAIAH 33:2–6
THURSDAY

He will be . . . a rich store of
salvation and wisdom and knowledge.

JUNE

Isaiah 33:6
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The Fear of the Lord Is the Treasure Key
Just before hurricane season in 1715,
the Spanish government filled eleven
ships with gold, silver, and jewels. They
planned to sail from Cuba to Florida,
and left late in an attempt to avoid
pirates and privateers. They lost this
gamble, however, as a storm struck
and sank all the ships. Many have been
located and salvaged, but one of the
richest, the San Miguel, has not been
found to this day!
“If only I knew how to find it,” you
might be thinking. Yet today’s passage
gives the key to an even greater
treasure! It begins as a prayer: “LORD,
be gracious to us; we long for you.
Be our strength every morning, our
salvation in time of distress” (v. 2).
As soon as He arrived, the victory
would be won. There’s an allusion
here to the words Moses said every
time Israel set out with the ark of the

covenant in front: “Rise up, LORD! May
your enemies be scattered; may your
foes flee before you” (Num. 10:35).
The victory would be so thorough that
it would look like the land had been
stripped by locusts (Isa. 33:3–4)!
Next comes a description of the
Victorious One (vv. 5–6). He is exalted
and worthy to be worshiped. He
fills Zion with His righteousness and
justice. He is a sure foundation in
unsure and unstable times. He is “a
rich store of salvation and wisdom
and knowledge.” This treasure is not
locked away but available. How?
“The fear of the LORD is the key to this
treasure.” That is, we have access to it
because of our relationship with God.
The NIV’s alternative translation reads,
“The fear of the LORD is a treasure
from him,” essentially meaning that
the treasure is God Himself.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Are you in a spiritual conflict today? Do you need
the Lord to do battle on your behalf? We don’t
know your specific situation, of course, but the
prayer of Isaiah 33:2 can be applied in many
circumstances. In any case, God’s grace and loving
faithfulness are something we all desperately need
at all times. Make this prayer yours today!

Please mention in your prayers
Greg Thornton, senior vice
president of Media. Greg is an
example of humble leadership
at Moody, and we ask God to
continue to give him wisdom
and insight.
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READ LUKE 12:22–34
FRIDAY
JUNE

21

Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out,
a treasure in heaven that will never fail.
Luke 12:33

What Do You Treasure?
The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
explains treasure as follows: “Given
the natural human tendency to desire,
pursue and hoard material wealth,
treasure comes to symbolize what
people consider truly valuable, worth
possessing and pursuing. As a symbol
then of value and significance, the kind
of treasure a person seeks indicates
what he or she esteems as most
important. And what people treasure
(value in their hearts) determines how
they live.”
What do you treasure? This question,
implied throughout the month, was
raised directly in today’s passage by
Jesus. The main idea of these verses
is not to worry about material needs
such as food and clothing (vv. 22, 29).
Why not? Because life is so much more
than such things (v. 23), and God has
promised to provide (vv. 28, 30–31). For
example, He provides for birds (v. 24)

and wildflowers (v. 27)—and if that’s true,
how much more will He provide for you!
Therefore, worry is useless (vv. 25–26).
Where is our treasure? Jesus explained
that “where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also” (v. 34). Material needs
such as food and clothing are far too
trivial to set your heart upon or to pursue
as if they had lasting value. Unbelievers
may treasure material possessions,
but we’re called to be different (see
the June 12–13 study). Habitual worry
indicates a lack of faith. We worry
because we’re afraid God won’t provide
(see also Phil. 4:6–7). Generosity is the
opposite of worry (vv. 32–33).
What is worth setting our hearts on?
The eternal kingdom of God (v. 31)!
It’s not a thing we earn, but rather,
it’s a gift of God (v. 32). We treasure
it through concrete actions such as
giving to the poor.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

We live in a generally affluent society that never
seems to have “enough.” In today’s reading, Jesus
links worry to a lack of compassion or generosity.
When we hoard resources, we are merely storing
temporal treasures. But giving to the poor is
storing up treasures in heaven. How might God
be leading you to give to others today?

Moody Aviation has sent
hundreds of missionary aviation
pilots and mechanics into the
mission field. Airframe and power
plant instructors continue to do
it today. Please pray for Brian
Writebol, Gregory Heller, Mark
McIntire, and Steven Thimsen.
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READ MATTHEW 6:19–24
SATURDAY

For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

JUNE

Matthew 6:21

22

Storing Up Treasures in Heaven
Archivist Neil Dickson discovered a
collection of rare books in a forgotten
library cupboard. Working his way
through the archives of Watt Library
in Greenock, Scotland, in 2012, he
came across a cabinet that hadn’t been
opened in decades. Imagine his surprise
when he found a number of volumes,
including a 1538 edition of Cicero’s
letters and an 1827 illustrated edition
of Milton’s Paradise Lost.
We should be storing up treasures
in heaven as carefully as that librarian
stored this treasure trove of books.
Today’s passage is parallel to
yesterday’s, so it might sound familiar.
We shouldn’t worry about our material
needs, because they’re only temporal.
Instead, we should pursue eternal
things. Temporal things don’t last, and
can be spoiled or stolen even here on
earth. Eternal things, on the other hand,
endure and will never be at risk from
thieves or decay (vv. 19–20).

While the “heart” represents the whole
person, the “eyes” represent our ability
to recognize truth (vv. 22–23). If our
eyes are healthy, we’ll be able to see
the truth and follow the right path. If
not, we’ll be morally and spiritually blind,
unable to see which treasures are worth
valuing and pursuing.
What we treasure reveals who we are
and leads to what we do (v. 21). And
since we can only serve one master, it’s
wise to choose God over money (v. 24;
see also Col. 3:5). The idea of “storing
up” shows that following God and
treasuring His kingdom is a series
of choices that build habits and
character. Paul compared it to a
construction project (1 Cor. 3:10–15).
Some people use wood, hay, and
straw as their building materials; others
use gold, silver, and jewels. When the
fire of judgment strikes, it’s clear which
one will endure.

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Since today’s reading falls within the larger
context of the Sermon on the Mount, let’s focus
on practicing the spiritual habits taught there, such
as prayer, fasting, or giving to the poor. Take some
time today to reflect on or write about the things
you treasure. What do you treasure the most?
Does your actions support that claim?

Dr. John Jelinek serves as VP
and dean of Moody Theological
Seminary that offers quality,
Bible-based education to
people with busy schedules and
demanding ministries. Today,
please remember in prayer
Dr. Jelinek’s ministry at MTS.
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READ 1 TIMOTHY 6:6–10, 17–19
SUNDAY
JUNE

23

The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
1 Timothy 6:10

Seeking Eternal Treasures
Gazanias, also called African daisies
or treasure flowers, are prized by
gardeners for their bright colors and
how easy they are to cultivate. Native to
South Africa, they do well in almost any
soil and bloom mostly in late spring and
early summer.
Like all plants, however, the treasure
flower eventually fades and dies.
This is a picture of what happens to
temporal treasures. By contrast, we as
followers of Christ are to seek eternal
treasures. The world pursues money
as a means to security, comfort, and
power. Scripture, on the other hand, not
only guides us toward different ends
but teaches that the way we pursue
treasure is not neutral. When we place
the pursuit of wealth at the center of
our life, it has negative spiritual effects,
such as promoting greed and hindering
generosity. That’s why God and money

are mutually exclusive as masters—
we can serve only one (Matt. 6:24).
The treasure in today’s reading is
“godliness with contentment” (1 Tim.
6:6). As we’ve seen previously, material
things don’t last (v. 7). That’s why, having
our basic needs met should be enough
for us (v. 8). The desire to get rich is
a dangerous temptation. Those who
fall into this trap are headed for “ruin
and destruction” (v. 9). No wonder Paul
wrote, “The love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil” (v. 10).
Being rich isn’t sinful in and of itself,
but it can be spiritually perilous (v. 17).
Wealthy people may be tempted to trust
in money rather than God. They should
therefore make a special effort to pursue
humility and practice generosity (v. 18).
As for all believers, the focus should be
on becoming “rich in good deeds” and
storing up eternal treasures (v. 19).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The Bible says, “Godliness with contentment
is great gain” (v. 6). We hope Paul’s secret of
contentment in Philippians 4:12–13 will help you
achieve it: “I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation . . . I can do all
this through him who gives me strength.” May we
always pursue contentment in God!

The Lord has used Moody
Publishers to strengthen believers
and to make Christ known in
many countries. We are grateful
for the service of its Creative and
Production department: Judy
Tollberg, Kathryn Warren, Ryan
Lloyd, and Zachary Cordes.
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READ HAGGAI 2:1–9
MONDAY

“The silver is mine and the gold is mine,”
declares the LORD Almighty.

JUNE

Haggai 2:8

24

All Treasures Are the Lord’s
An old family blanket became a
life-changing opportunity for an
unemployed, disabled man. Loren
Krytzer was watching Antiques
Roadshow when he saw a Navajo
blanket from the 1800s similar to one he
owned. He had his blanket appraised,
and it sold for $1.5 million! The money
“gave me a new lease on life,” he said.
Just as the man looked at that old
blanket and did not recognize a valuable
treasure, the people of Israel looked at
the temple and did not see God’s future
restoration. To the returned Jewish
exiles who remembered the past glory
of Solomon’s temple as compared to
the smaller new temple now under
construction (v. 3), God offered His
encouragement.
Be strong and work, He said, “For I
am with you” (v. 4). Though the former
temple’s treasures were looted and
gone, God remained faithful. He Himself

was the most valuable Treasure of all!
This is a lesson to us as well. Faith is
only as good as its object. Trusting in
money doesn’t work because it’s so
easily lost, whereas trusting God is
rock-solid wisdom.
The Lord continued to keep His
covenant with the nation so that even
now “my Spirit remains among you” (v.
5). He’s all-powerful over both creation
(v. 6) and nations (v. 7). Earthly treasures
are under His control (v. 8). His plan
for Israel included a bright future and
complete peace and well-being (v. 9).
The prophecy, “what is desired by all
nations will come,” is clearer in other
translations: “The treasures of all nations
shall come in” or “the nations . . . will
offer their treasures” (v. 7). This was
partially fulfilled in Darius’s contribution
to the rebuilt temple (Ezra 6:8–10), but
in the days of the Messiah’s return the
riches of the nations will also be brought
to Jerusalem (Isa. 60:5; Mal. 3:1).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The psalmist says, “He owns the cattle on a
thousand hills, the wealth in every mine” (Ps.
50:10). No matter what need we are facing, there’s
no reason to worry—God who is the Creator of
everything will provide for our needs. Today, let’s
give our worries to Him. Because He’s sovereign
over all resources, we can count on Him!

Moody Publishers comes to
the top of our prayer list again.
May the publications, that Erik
Peterson, John Matsuoka, Josh
Reigel, and Eddie Cuevas help
create, inspire readers, instill
God’s truth in them, and help
them walk with Christ.
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READ LUKE 18:18–30
TUESDAY
JUNE

25

How hard it is for the rich
to enter the kingdom of God!
Luke 18:24

The Rich Young Man Chose the Wrong Treasure
The plot of the film Indiana Jones and
the Last Crusade centers around a
quest for the Holy Grail, the cup Christ
drank from at the Last Supper. During
the movie’s climax, a character named
Donovan (one of the bad guys) must
choose the real cup from a table filled
with fakes. It’s a test of his worthiness
to find the Grail—and he fails it. As a
result, his body disintegrates to dust
and he dies.
Choosing what to treasure has eternal
consequences. In today’s reading,
a rich young man chose poorly. He
came to Jesus to ask, “What must I
do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 18). Jesus
responded that he would need to
keep the commandments perfectly
(v. 20). He knew salvation is by grace
alone, not works. He knew keeping
the commandments perfectly is
impossible. So why did Jesus say this?
In order to expose the man’s deeper
spiritual problem.

When the young man claimed to have
done so (v. 21), Jesus put his works to
the test. He challenged him to sell all
his possessions and follow Him (v. 22).
The deeper question here was: What
did the man truly value most?
As it turned out, he valued his material
riches above “treasure in heaven”
(v. 23). He chose wrongly. In practice,
he loved and trusted in his money
more than he loved and trusted in
God. If he couldn’t obey the greatest
commandment, how could he claim
to have obeyed the others?
In the rest of the passage, Jesus
taught His disciples what we’ve
already studied—how money
competes for our spiritual allegiance
and how the love of money tempts us
to turn away from the Lord (vv. 24–27).
The good news is that those who
choose correctly in this area will gain
an eternal reward (vv. 28–30).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The short poem “Wealth” by American writer
Langston Hughes affirms the futility of trusting in
riches. It concludes: “Halos of kindness / Brighter
shine / Than crowns of gold, / And brighter / Than
rich diamonds / Sparkles / The simple dew / Of
love.” If you wish, look up the rest of this poem
and ponder its simple yet profound insights.

Keeping Moody Publishers
in prayer, let’s thank God for
Andrew Flores and Ann Hackler
in Customer Service. Also, please
join us in congratulating Carolyn
McDaniel on her 50th anniversary
at Moody. What a testimony of
faithfulness and excellence!
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READ 1 CHRONICLES 29:1–14
WEDNESDAY

Everything comes from you, and we have
given you only what comes from your hand.

JUNE

1 Chronicles 29:14

26

David Chose the Right Treasure
In the movie Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade, Donovan chose the
wrong Grail cup. When given the same
choice, Indiana Jones chose rightly.
On the table were gold, bejeweled, and
richly designed cups. But Indy chose
a simple wooden vessel, “the cup of
a carpenter,” and he passed the test!
King David, too, possessed the spiritual
discernment to choose the right
treasure. He could have been eaten up
by disappointment at God’s rejection of
his request to build a temple. Instead,
he made preparations for his son
Solomon to do so (v. 1). At a public
assembly, he had a decision to make:
How much to give toward the project?
He’d already allocated significant
resources from the royal treasury
(v. 2), and he could have chosen to
do nothing. Instead, motivated by
“devotion to the temple of my God,”
he also gave significantly out of his
own personal treasures (vv. 3–5).

David gave publicly, not for the
praise of others but to set a good
example (vv. 6–9). He personally
gave 110 tons of gold and 260
tons of silver. He inspired the
national leaders, and they also
gave generously—190 tons of gold
and 380 tons of silver, in addition
to large quantities of bronze, iron,
and precious jewels. There was no
coercion involved. The giving was
done “freely and wholeheartedly”
as an act of consecration to the Lord
(vv. 5, 9). The people rejoiced over
the godly generosity of their leaders!
David was much more wealthy and
powerful than the rich young man
in yesterday’s reading, but all his
possessions didn’t own him. He knew:
“Everything comes from you, and we
have given you only what comes from
your hand” (v. 14). He didn’t trust in
riches. Instead, his greatest treasure
was his relationship with God!

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

David’s prayer of praise in verses 10–14 would
make a good meditation for your time with the
Lord today. Though you’re probably not going to
be putting tons of gold in the offering plate, the
principles are the same. We give to the Lord in
cheerful gratitude as stewards of resources that
are in fact His (2 Cor. 9:7).

Today, as we conclude our prayers
for Moody Publishers, join us on
behalf of the Sales staff—Adam
Dalton, Mark Chase, Pamela
Wade, and Richard Knox—who
work hard to bring Moody
Publishers products to the public.
Their service blesses our readers!
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READ HEBREWS 11:24–28
THURSDAY
JUNE

27

He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ
as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt.
Hebrews 11:26

Moses Chose the Right Treasure
Moses, Man of the Mountain is a 1939
novel by the famous African American
writer, Zora Neale Hurston. In the story,
she reimagined the events and themes
of Moses’ life and the Exodus in ways
that reflected the black experience in
American history. She drew on African
American folklore and songs, used
colloquial English, and wrote with
passion and insight.
Moses was a biblical giant of faith
because he, like David, chose the
right treasure. His decision was costly.
He gave up being known as the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter, that is, royal
family status (v. 24). He gave up access
to all kinds of pleasure as well as
the “treasures of Egypt” (vv. 25–26).
He gave up what was presumably
the king’s favor and risked his anger
instead (v. 27). In short, he sacrificed
an enormous amount of power and
wealth and what was likely a future
filled with more of the same.

What did he receive in exchange? It
may seem like a bad bargain. Moses
chose “to be mistreated along with the
people of God” (v. 25). He preferred
(in the larger biblical picture) “disgrace
for the sake of Christ” (v. 26). Why?
Moses, like all those listed in Hebrews
11, made his choices “by faith,” based
on “confidence in what we hope for
and assurance about what we do not
see” (v. 1). Specifically, “he persevered
because he saw him who is invisible,”
that is, God Himself (v. 27), beginning
with his encounter at the burning bush
(Exodus 3).
Moses knew that God had called
him to lead the Israelites out of slavery.
He chose to be faithful to that calling
and everything it involved because
he trusted God. He knew that an
eternal reward lay ahead (Heb. 11:26,
see also v. 6).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The life of Moses has been depicted in many
works of art—novels, paintings, musical
compositions, and well-known movies such as
The Ten Commandments and Prince of Egypt. He
is a great example of choosing the right treasure.
Research at least one such work of art to learn
more about the artist’s perspective on Moses’ life.

Please uphold in your prayers
today the work of Frank Leber,
VP of Information Technology
Services, and his staff of several
teams. Their expertise helps all
Moody ministries make the best
use of computer technology.
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READ MATTHEW 13:44–46
FRIDAY

The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field.

JUNE

Matthew 13:44
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The Kingdom Is Like a Hidden Treasure
Some Filipino fishermen found a huge,
irregularly-shaped pearl inside a giant
clam that stuck to their boat’s anchor.
With no idea of its value, they kept it
for good luck and stashed it under a
bed for ten years. When in 2016 they
left it at their city’s tourism office for
safekeeping, they were stunned to
learn the pearl could be the world’s
largest and might be worth as much
as $100 million.
There are many ways treasures can
be hidden. In Jesus’ day, burying
valuables was a way to keep them
safe, given that there were no banks
with secure vaults. So the first parable
in today’s reading comparing the
kingdom of heaven to a “treasure
hidden in a field” would not have
sounded strange to His listeners (v.
44). Notice that this treasure fulfills the
characteristics we explained at the
start of this month—it was valuable,
hidden, and found unexpectedly.

The second parable compares the
kingdom to the quest for a supremely
precious pearl (vv. 45–46). Again, it
was valuable, hidden, and found only
after a great effort.
Notice that the finders of these
two treasures did the same thing.
They both sold everything they had
to get it—they knew it was worth
everything—and they did so with joy
and excitement. There is no such thing
as half-hearted discipleship, or, as
Jesus said elsewhere, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for service in the kingdom of God”
(Luke 9:62).
The NIV Study Bible summarizes:
“These two parables teach the same
truth: The kingdom is of such great
value that one should be willing to
give up all one has in order to gain it.”

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

The fact that the kingdom of God is “hidden” in
these parables doesn’t mean we should keep
it hidden. Just the opposite. We’re to share the
gospel of Jesus Christ with the world (Matt. 28:19–
20). Can you think of a person with whom you can
share this valuable gift? This treasure doesn’t get
smaller when you give it away!

Enterprise Infrastructure Services
contributes to MBI’s technology
capabilities and resources. Please
mention in your prayers these
system administrators: Joseph
Kessinger, Joseph Straw, Kyle
Sparrow, Michael Paniak, Paul
Walker, and William Eyerdom.
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READ 2 CORINTHIANS 4:1–9
SATURDAY
JUNE
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We have this treasure in jars
of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us.
2 Corinthians 4:7

A Treasure in Jars of Clay
In 2005 a Bach Archive researcher
in Weimar, Germany, discovered a
treasure. In a shoebox filled with
birthday greetings for a duke, he found
a previously unknown aria by Johann
Sebastian Bach. The piece was written
for the duke’s birthday in 1713. The lyrics
centered around the theme, “Everything
with God and nothing without him.”
A musical masterpiece inside a
shoebox resembles Paul’s metaphor:
“this treasure in jars of clay” (v. 7). Paul
and his team were focused on “setting
forth the truth plainly,” in contrast to
false teachers (vv. 1–2). Some people
didn’t understand the gospel message
because of spiritual blindness caused
by the devil (vv. 3–4). At the center of
the gospel is Christ alone (vv. 5–6).
This treasure is therefore the gospel,
salvation in Christ (v. 7). The treasure,

referring to our humanity, is carried in
“jars of clay.” God made human beings
out of the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7).
We’re mortal, fragile, vulnerable, and
unimpressive. People in that day often
did hide valuables in ordinary objects,
so the image wasn’t as surprising to
them as it is to us. But for them, and
for us as well, the incongruity of the
combination highlights the privilege
that we have to preach the gospel.
The good news is not about our
worthiness but God’s. The vessel is
nothing compared to the treasure
hidden inside. The power of the gospel
is shown to be entirely divine. As a
result, all the glory goes, as it properly
should, to God. And with God’s power
inside them, Paul and his team could
endure hardship and suffering without
giving up (vv. 8–9).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

C. S. Lewis once said: “There are no ordinary
people. You have never talked to a mere mortal
. . . [I]t is immortals whom we joke with, work with,
marry, snub, and exploit—immortal horrors or
everlasting splendors.” We need to remember that
every person we meet has a spiritual destination.
Share Christ with someone today.

Debbie Zelinski, vice president
of Human Resources, and her
team are an integral part of
Moody employee and student
life. Will you encourage them
in prayer as they serve MBI
with Christlike attitude?
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READ COLOSSIANS 2:1–7
SUNDAY

He is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.

JUNE

Colossians 1:17

30

In Christ Are Hidden All Treasures
During Passion Week, Jesus arrived
in Bethany and stayed at the home of
his friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
At a dinner given in Jesus’ honor,
Mary took a pint of expensive perfume
and anointed His head and feet. In
response to objections, Jesus said her
extravagant gesture foreshadowed His
burial and that “wherever the gospel
is preached throughout the world,
what she has done will also be told, in
memory of her” (Mark 14:3–9).
Mary’s anointing of Jesus highlighted
His supreme value. In Christ “are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). The whole
point of Paul’s ministry was that people
would come to know Christ: “My goal
is that they may be encouraged in
heart and united in love, so that they
may have the full riches of complete
understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely,
Christ” (vv. 1–2).

Prior to the Incarnation, God’s plan
of redemption was a hidden treasure
or mystery—it had not yet been fully
revealed. With the coming of Christ,
that plan has now been made known
(Col. 1:26). The appropriate response
to this truth is to live “rooted and built
up in him”—that is, growing, maturing,
and bearing fruit based on our union
with Him—as well as “strengthened
in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness” (Col.
2:6–7).
Christ is sufficient. There’s no need
for additional sources of knowledge
or salvation (v. 4). The “mystery
religions” of Paul’s day promised
exclusive knowledge to a select
few, but the gospel of truth is freely
available to all in Christ. Everything
we need for life and godliness is
found in Him (2 Peter 1:3).

APPLY THE WORD

PRAY WITH US

Mary’s act revealed her true treasure! If “all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” are hidden
in Christ, then the way to wisdom is through a
relationship with Him. As we close this month’s
study, reflect on Christ as your treasure and the
power of this image in Scripture. How is God
guiding you to respond to what you’ve learned?

As we come to the end of our
study and prayer this month,
let’s thank God for the treasures
of His Word that He reveals to
us by His Holy Spirit. What a joy
it is to know Christ, to walk with
Him, and praise Him—a treasure
beyond compare!
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