
There is one body and one Spirit . . . 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

Ephesians 4:4–5
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A Love Letter to the Church
I have a deep love 
for the church, which 
is an integral part of 
my walk with God. 
I have been deeply 
connected with five 
different churches 

from childhood through today. In each 
congregation, I learned more about God 
through interacting with His saints, as 
fellow members used their spiritual gifts 
to build up the body of Christ.  

I look forward to attending church. The 
church my wife, Grace, and I attend 
now reflects the diversity of the body 
of Christ. Each week we gather—young 
and old, rich and poor, representing 
many ethnic backgrounds. We come 
together to worship the God who 
created each of us in His image. My wife 
and I often recite Psalm 122:1 to each 
other on Sundays: “I rejoiced with those 
who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the LORD.’” As a church member, I 
have been taught, encouraged, and led 
in following Christ. 

The word church has a dual meaning. It 
refers to the local gathering of believers 
that you and I attend. The Greek word 
ekklesia, which is used 114 times in the 
New Testament, designates us as “a 
called out group,” as we come together 
as one in Christ.

But church also refers to the universal 
church, which cannot be contained in 
any single building. Millions of people, 
past and present, who have trusted 
Jesus Christ for salvation make up the 
church. This is what Jesus meant when 
He promised to Peter, “I will build my 
church” (Matt 16:18).

Both the local and the universal church 
are more than just a building. Both 
the local and the universal church are 
God’s people, the body of Christ. The 
church gathers to worship together, 
pray together, and study the Scriptures 
together. We gather as the church in 
order to focus our hearts and minds 
on God and allow Him to shape our 
perspective about our cares and 
concerns. We gather as the church to 
grow in spiritual maturity. We fellowship, 
celebrating what it means to live and 
work together as one body; and we 
serve, expanding outward as we 
minister within our communities and 
around the world as light and salt.

Church plays an important role in the  
life of any believer. D. L. Moody once 
said, “Church attendance is as vital  
to a disciple as a transfusion of rich, 
healthy blood to a sick man.” Today, I 
thank God for His life-sustaining gift of 
the church. n
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Interim President of Moody Bible Institute
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THEOLOGY MATTERS
by Dr. John Koessler

The Bride of Christ 

W e all know that it is 
impossible to find a perfect 
church. Every congregation 

has flaws. But a day is coming when 
the church will be perfected. In the 
book of Revelation, John describes 
a vision of “the Holy City, the New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband” 
(Rev. 21:2). We might reasonably 
wonder whether he is speaking of 
the church or a literal city. Here John 
is using a figure of speech known 
as metonymy, in which the thing 
being described is both real and also 
represents something else. The city is 
real, but it also refers to those who will 
inhabit it.  
 
The church is characterized as a bride 
in the New Testament. For example, 
Paul told the Corinthians: “I am 
jealous for you with a godly jealousy. 
I promised you to one husband, to 
Christ, so that I might present you 
as a pure virgin to him” (2 Cor. 11:2). 
Elsewhere Paul compares the church’s 
relationship with Christ to that of a 
husband and wife. Husbands are to 
love their wives in the same way that 
Christ loved the church, by giving 
Himself up for her, “to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with 

water through the word, and to  
present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless” 
(Eph. 5:25–26). 
 
Perfection is what God does for the 
church. It is the result of Christ’s work. 
But that does not mean that the church 
has no role in the process. According 
to Revelation 19, the bride also makes 
herself ready for the Lamb’s wedding 
by putting on “fine linen bright and 
clean.” An interpretive note explains 
that fine linen stands for “the righteous 
acts of God’s holy people” (Rev. 19:8).  
 
Note that this verse also says that 
fine linen “was given to her.” Although 
these righteous acts are done by the 
saints, they do not originate from within 
the church. They have their origin in 
God. These are the good works “which 
God prepared in advance for us to do” 
(Eph. 2:10). The church is not perfect—
not yet. But it will be. n

FOR FURTHER STUDY
To learn more, read Acting the
Miracle: God’s Work and Work and Work  Ours and Ours and
in the Mystery of Mystery of Mystery  Sanctification of Sanctification of ,
edited by John by John by  Piper and David
Mathis (Crossway).



We Are Thankful for You!
Your notes are such an encouragement 
to us, and we are thankful to hear about 
the ways God is using Today in the 
Word in your lives. Together we are 
stretching and growing, digging deep 
into His Word so we can follow Him 
better day by day. Thank you for taking 
the time to send us these encouraging 
messages. We also thank all of you who 
give financially to support this ministry! 
Your gifts are important for this ministry 
of the Word, which helps us to know 
and follow Christ.

Here are just a few of your notes:

This is not just a devotional but a Bible 
lesson. I’ve learned so much and have 
been spiritually uplifted since I started 
reading. Thank you Moody!  
—Cheryl from Miami, Fla.

I have been reading Today in the Word 
for more than 20 years. I love that you 
don’t change God’s Word. I currently 
read online every morning and get the 
devotional through email.  
—Douglas from Summerville, S.C.

Today in the Word was a timely 
message from God to me during a 
time when I was seeking the Lord 
desperately. Praise the Lord for the 

serving ones who put this resource 
together for it to reach the hands of 
seeking ones. The Lord bless this 
ministry. —Wincy from Chicago, Ill.

My wife and I have been studying from 
Today in the Word for decades. We 
find the content uplifting, educational, 
and doctrinally sound. We appreciate 
the many hours that the authors and 
publishers invest to make the message 
relevant and understandable. You have 
contributed to our growth in the Lord.  
—James, from Concord, N.C.

Today in the Word has greatly 
expanded my knowledge of the Bible. 
Each month I start a new index card 
and write down relevant verses. I have 
a card file starting in 2006. I take the 
ones I’ve finished and leave them at  
the local laundromat, asking God to  
use them for His glory.  
—Melinda from Alba, Texas

A friend started a home Bible study 
using Today in the Word. We encourage 
each other with the biblical devotional 
thoughts. —Donna from Keithsburg, Ill.

Thanks for the great ideas, Melinda  
and Donna! Let’s keep sharing the  
Word together!  n 

(800) 356-6639

FROM THE EDITORS
by Jamie Janosz



Moody professors always encourage our students to 
become part of the local church during their studies at 
Moody Bible Institute. Even though they have chapels, 
prayer gatherings, worship services, and Practical 
Christian Ministry assignments in their curriculum, “You 
have to go to church,” as one professor says, and she 
gives a simple reason: “That’s all we have!”

What makes the church so different and unique? What is 
its foundation, and what holds us together? How to deal 
with hypocrisy and other flaws? Can everybody find a 
place there? And after all, is it really necessary to attend 
church services regularly? We’ll look for answers to these 
and many other questions in this month’s Bible study 
with Today in the Word. As we read about the church and 
its ministries, we’ll have a deeper insight into our lives 
as believers, as a community of faith, and as a body of 
Christ. We’ll see that the church, composed of imperfect 
people, is the place where Christ dwells in a special way 
in His Spirit, making it a perfect family for every believer. 

Our prayer for all of us who study the Bible with Today 
in the Word is that we will “as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe [ourselves] with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Col. 3:12). 
We pray that love will reign above all in our hearts and  
in our churches!  n

—Elena Mafter, Senior Editor
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The First Community
According to a 2016 survey by the Pew 
Research Center, a little over half of all 
U.S. adults say that they have looked 
for a new religious congregation at 
some point in their lives. For Christians, 
church should be more than a social 
convention—it should be an important 
part of their spiritual identity. This month 
we will be learning about the nature of 
the church and its ministries. 

Although the church had its birth on 
the day of Pentecost, its roots go back 
much further. In a way, the idea of a 
people of God goes all the way back 
to creation. In Genesis 2 we learn that 
God’s vision for humanity was one in 
which those He created would not live 
in isolation (v. 18). Community is more 
than a sociological phenomenon, it is a 
divine creation. 

The Genesis account reveals two 
important features of the nature of this 

first community. First, it was diverse. 
God created humanity to reflect 
His image through the fundamental 
difference of male and female sexuality. 
They were alike and yet different. 

Second, the two that made up the 
first human community were mutually 
dependent upon one another to fulfill 
their calling. Because Eve was bone of 
Adam’s bone and flesh of his flesh, she 
was the only one suitable to share in 
the mission of forming the society that 
God had in mind. 

By the end of our study, we will see 
how God plans to fulfill this grand vision 
for His creation. We will also learn of the 
role that the church plays in this plan. At 
its very center we will find Jesus Christ. 
He is the chief cornerstone upon which 
the church is built (Eph. 2:20). 

READ GENESIS 2:16–25

THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER

1
This is a profound mystery—but I am 
talking about Christ and the church.

Ephesians 5:32

God’s vision of community looks like a family.  
The first step in finding your place in God’s plan  
for the church is to enter into a relationship with 
Him by faith. If you are already a believer, think 
about your own church. What would a family 
portrait look like? If you are not yet part of a 
church, ask God to help you find one. 

Praise the Lord for the Moody 
alumni serving the Lord around 
the world. Praise Him also for the 
work of our Alumni Association, 
headed by Nancy Hastings 
(Andersen ’80), as they keep more 
than 47,500 alumni connected to 
Moody and each other.
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The Flaw in Our Fellowship
According to the Pew Research Center, 
a common reason people leave the 
church is because they have a problem 
with other members or a disagreement 
with the church’s leaders. Today’s text 
helps us to understand why many 
believers complain about the people 
in the church. In a word, the reason is 
sin. God’s ultimate plan for the church is 
that it will be holy and blameless  
(Eph. 1:4). But in order for this to be a 
reality, the church’s sins must be dealt 
with first. 

The story of Adam’s disobedience is the 
key to understanding all the things we 
don’t like about the church, because 
it reminds us that the only kinds of 
people we will meet in the church this 
side of heaven are sinners. The story 
of Adam’s fall also helps us understand 
what makes the church so important. 

The church’s mission is to proclaim the 
good news that our sins can be forgiven 
through Jesus Christ. The church is the 
creation of Christ because it is made 
up of those who have been purchased 
by His blood (Rev. 5:9). Like those who 
have been bought out of slavery, we 
have been redeemed from the guilt of 
our sin by the payment of Christ’s death 
and the power of His resurrection. 

Much of what we see in today’s 
passage, including guilt, excuses, and 
blame shifting, is found in a typical 
church. This shouldn’t surprise us. A 
church is just a collection of forgiven 
sinners who are in the process of being 
transformed by the grace of Christ. 
But the gospel of forgiveness is also a 
gospel of change. The same grace that 
took away the guilt of our sin also  
gives us power to overcome it. 

I will walk among you and be  
your God, and you will be my people.

Leviticus 26:12

READ GENESIS 3:1–19

2
FRIDAY 

NOVEMBER

It’s time for a reality check. What don’t you like 
about your church? Why not make a list—and 
then pray through it? No doubt some of the items 
are due to differences in taste or personalities. 
But where there are issues that can be traced to 
sin, ask for God’s forgiveness and transformation 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Join us in prayer for Moody’s 
Custodial Services with 
gratefulness for their dedicated 
service of keeping our Chicago 
campus clean and attractive. 
Today, please pray for Cathy 
Sywulka, Danielle Hooper, Danny 
Hutcherson, and David Boskovic.



APPLYAPPLY THE THEAPPLYAPPLY THEAPPLYAPPLY  WORD WORD PRAY WITH US

TODAY IN THE WORD8

The Foundation of True Worship
Perhaps no area of the church is more 
conflicted than the realm of worship. We 
do not all feel comfortable worshiping 
the same way. One person prefers 
a contemporary style with a worship 
band. Another only feels comfortable 
with traditional hymns accompanied 
by classical instruments. One prefers 
a liturgical order; others want flexibility 
to respond as they are moved. One 
who is active in worship lifts hands and 
worships with the whole body. Another 
wants everything to be done “decently 
and in order.” 

The reasons for this are complex, and 
our differences are not insignificant. 
But today’s passage underscores a 
foundational principle for all who hope 
to approach God in worship: God alone 
defines what is acceptable. We may 
think that God should be happy with 
us simply for showing up. How can He 
complain, as long as we are sincere? 
But the lesson of Cain and Abel 

instructs us that God evaluates  
our worship, and not all worship  
passes the test. 

According to Hebrews 11:4, the missing 
factor in Cain’s sacrifice was faith. 
This may help us to navigate our own 
worship wars in the church. There is 
more to worship than musical style, 
though music is certainly one aspect 
of the church’s worship (see Eph. 5:19; 
Col. 3:16). Ultimately, worship involves 
offering the whole self to God (Rom. 
12:1). Faith is the most critical factor  
in this offering because it recognizes 
that God has told us how He wants  
to be approached: only through Jesus 
Christ. He alone can make our worship 
acceptable. By removing the stain  
of our sin through His once-for-all 
sacrifice on the cross, Jesus makes  
us presentable to God. Not only can  
we offer our songs, we can offer our 
lives as a living sacrifice. 

READ GENESIS 4:1–16

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER

3
By faith Abel brought God  

a better offering than Cain did. 
Hebrews 11:4

Perhaps you need to humbly repent of allowing a 
stubborn insistence on your personal preferences 
to determine whether you will join with others in 
worship. To learn more about why we struggle 
so much with musical style, read “The Trajectory 
of Worship,” available at christianitytoday.com/
ct/2011/march/trajectoryworship.html. 

As we continue to keep in prayer 
our Custodial team today and 
tomorrow, please add Dean 
Gentry, Do Tran, Edgardo 
Bartolome, and Ernest Brown to 
your prayer list today. Ask the 
Lord to watch over them in their 
day-to-day responsibilities.



APPLYAPPLY THE THEAPPLYAPPLY THEAPPLYAPPLY  WORD WORD PRAY WITH US

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 9

God’s Family 
An old chorus says, “I’m so glad I’m a 
part of the family of God.” According  
to Gloria Gaither, she and her husband, 
Bill, wrote the song after seeing how 
their church showed tremendous love 
to a member who had been badly 
burned in an explosion. 

God’s vision for a community began 
with the first family of Adam and Eve. 
In today’s passage we see how that 
vision grew through the calling of 
Abraham. God’s plan was to expand 
Abraham’s family into a great nation 
and to bless all nations through him. 
Abraham played a critical role in 
setting the stage for the arrival of the 
church. He did this in two ways. First, 
he became the prototypical believer. 
Abraham was declared righteous and 
was called God’s friend because he 
believed God’s promise (Gen. 15:6). In 
this way, Abraham became our spiritual 
forefather (Rom. 4:1). His example set 
the pattern for all those who would 

believe God’s promise and receive  
the gift of righteousness by faith. 

The second way that Abraham served 
as the prototypical believer was by 
functioning as a kind of missionary. 
Abraham left his home and set out for 
the place that God showed him. God’s 
plan was not only to bless Abraham  
but to bless all nations through him.  
By his life Abraham bore witness to the 
grace of God. It was through the line of 
Abraham’s descendants that the nation 
of Israel and Jesus the Messiah came. 
Abraham’s descendants were the first 
to receive the written word of God.  
It was through the example of 
Abraham’s faith that all those who  
were not descendants learned that  
they could obtain righteousness from 
God as a gift of grace. This makes 
Abraham the spiritual father of all those 
who walk in the same footsteps of faith 
no matter what their background is 
(Rom. 4:9–12). 

Scripture . . . announced the gospel in advance to 
Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”

Galatians 3:8

READ GENESIS 12:1–9

4
SUNDAY

NOVEMBER

No matter what your biological family background 
is, you are invited to be part of the family of God. 
You can join by following Abraham’s example of 
faith. Turn to Jesus and trust in His life, death, 
and resurrection for the power to make you God’s 
child. As the song says, you will be so glad you are 
a part of His family. 

In conclusion of our prayer time 
for Custodial Services, please 
encourage in prayer John 
Pettett, John Williams, Paul 
Henle, and Thomas Pizano.  
They work behind the scenes, 
but the fruit of their service is 
evident to all.
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The Idea of Assembly
Another old popular church song 
declares, “When the roll is called up 
yonder, I’ll be there.” The hymnwriter 
got the idea for the song when he 
was calling the attendance roll for his 
Sunday school class and an absent 
student failed to answer. He thought, 
“Oh, God, when my name is called up 
yonder, may I be there to respond!”  

Assembly is central to the church’s 
identity. The church is not a building 
but the gathering of those who have 
been joined to Jesus Christ by faith. 
Paul implies with the phrase “when 
you come together as church” (1 Cor. 
11:18). Not every group of Christians 
automatically constitutes a church, but 
Christians should have the intention of 
joining a community of worship. 

The idea of the assembly of God’s 
people originates in the Old Testament 
with the congregation of Israel. Today’s 
passage describes how Israel balked 

at the prospect of entering the land 
promised to them by God (Num. 
13:31–33). Intimidated by the report 
of some who had returned from a 
reconnaissance mission and reported 
that the inhabitants were too powerful 
for them, the congregation tried to 
appoint new leadership and return 
to Egypt. The Lord interrupted their 
congregational meeting and threatened 
to destroy them. This threat seems to 
have been intended to incite Moses  
to intercede for the congregation.

Much in this incident feels familiar. 
Churches today have disagreement 
about mission, resistance to leadership, 
accusations against others, and conflict. 
Israel’s experience is a reminder that 
God sets the direction for the church. 
He gives the church its marching 
orders. Israel’s resistance is a sobering 
reminder that congregations sometimes 
have a mind of their own. They do not 
always “get with the plan.” 

READ NUMBERS 14:1–10

MONDAY
NOVEMBER

5
Praise God in the great congregation;  

praise the LORD in the assembly of Israel.
Psalm 68:26

Do you know the names of the people who lead 
your church? Pray for each of them today. You 
can include in your prayers your denominational 
leaders and other high-profile Christian leaders 
as well. Ask God to grant them wisdom as they 
interact with the congregation and perseverance 
as they strive to follow His leading. 

Every year our students participate 
in the Spiritual Enrichment Week— 
a time solely devoted to exploring 
the depths of God’s Word with 
renowned speakers. As this year’s 
week starts today, please uphold 
our students in prayer. May they 
always seek God first!



APPLYAPPLY THE THEAPPLYAPPLY THEAPPLYAPPLY  WORD WORD PRAY WITH US

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 11

The Promise of the Church
Valley Chapel waited 12 long years to 
erect their church building. Because 
they were a small congregation, the 
building plan was a modest one. The 
church was built on a slab of cement. 
Its walls were constructed in a factory. 
But when the first wall was raised, the 
watching members cheered. 

The church that Jesus promised to 
build is not one of brick or cement. It is 
made of “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5). All 
those who are joined to Jesus Christ by 
confessing Him as their Lord and Savior 
are also joined to one another. 

In today’s text we read Christ’s promise 
to build the church. Scholars differ over 
the significance of the phrase “on this 
rock” in verse 18. Some think it refers to 
Peter, others to Christ, and still others 
believe it points to Peter’s confession 
of faith. The obvious play on words with 

Peter’s name (the Greek name Petros 
means rock or stone) seems to link 
the statement with Peter. In saying this 
Jesus seems to be pointing to Peter’s 
character as a disciple. He was the first 
to confess that Jesus was the Christ. 
The church will be made up of all those 
who confess Christ as their Savior. 

Hades was a term used to speak of the 
abode of the dead. Christ’s promise 
that the church will overcome the gates 
of Hades points to the power of its 
message. The church is not a religious 
club but an army with the power to 
liberate others from the power of hell 
and death through the proclamation 
of the gospel. Jesus promised to give 
the church “the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven” and the authority to “bind” and 
“loose” (v. 19). Through the gospel, the 
church frees from the guilt of sin those 
who respond to its message with faith. 

I will build my church, and the gates  
of Hades will not overcome it. 

Matthew 16:18

READ MATTHEW 16:17–27

6
TUESDAY 

NOVEMBER

Jesus promised ultimate victory to the church. 
He will build it and it will not be overcome. Since 
Jesus first made this promise, the church has had 
its ups and downs. Many times it has not been as 
faithful to its calling as it should be. But Jesus is 
not finished yet. The church may be opposed but 
it will never be overpowered.

Anthony Turner, VP and dean 
of Student Enrollment Services, 
requests your prayers for Moody’s 
Spiritual Enrichment Week, and 
for the students to “grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our  
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”  
(2 Peter 3:18).
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The Mission of the Church
Some churches use the branding 
tools and methods of the marketplace 
to attract worshipers and publicize 
their programs. They design logos, 
build web pages, and craft slogans. 
A few churches franchise themselves 
in an effort to extend their ministry’s 
influence. The metaphor Jesus uses in 
our passage today comes from a very 
different context, however. It is from the 
legal realm instead of the marketplace. 

After His resurrection, Jesus spent the 
next 40 days proving to the disciples 
that He was really alive and talking to 
them about the kingdom of God. He told 
them not to leave Jerusalem until they 
had received the Holy Spirit who had 
been promised to them (John 14:16, 26). 

This prompted the disciples to ask 
whether Jesus intended to restore the 
kingdom to Israel “at this time” (v. 6). 
Jesus’ disciples had initially expected 

the Messiah to establish a political 
kingdom and drive out the Romans. 
Their question reveals that after 40 
days of Jesus’ teaching about the 
kingdom, they were still expecting  
an earthly dimension to it. 

Jesus did not disagree with their 
assumption but noted that the timing 
was not their concern. Instead, the 
disciples were to wait for the promise 
of the Spirit so that they could serve as 
witnesses. In the courtroom, witnesses 
give a testimony and evidence of  
what they have seen or experienced. 
In the Old Testament law, credible 
witnesses were required for a 
conviction, especially in serious crimes 
(see Num. 35:30). To be a witness 
in the sense that Jesus describes 
means to speak of both what we have 
experienced and what we believe. We 
give an affirmation of our faith and an 
articulation of evidence for its truth. 

READ ACTS 1:1–11

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER

7
You are witnesses 
of these things.  

Luke 24:48

The nature of the church’s task requires the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit. No matter how 
persuasive our message might be, ultimately it is 
the Spirit who convicts people of their sins (John 
16:8). Marketing and branding tools might have 
their place, but they will never be sufficient to  
add new believers into the community of faith. 

The staff of Moody’s Procurement 
Services—Brenda Crump and 
Stephen Richardson—ensure 
employees and departments have 
all they need for ministry. We 
are thankful for their dedicated 
service and good stewardship of 
Moody’s resources. 
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The Apostolic Church
The Nicene Creed says the church is 
“apostolic.” This is an assertion about 
the church’s doctrine and authority. The 
church’s doctrine comes from Christ as 
delivered through His commissioned 
Apostles. They were His authorized 
messengers, responsible for laying the 
church’s doctrinal foundation. 

Our passage today reveals the fate 
of Judas Iscariot and how the church 
selected his replacement. Judas was 
so overcome with remorse after he 
betrayed Jesus that he committed 
suicide. First he tried to return the thirty 
pieces of silver he was paid to hand 
Jesus over. But the religious leaders 
who had paid him viewed the money 
as tainted and refused to accept 
it. Instead, they used the money to 
purchase a field that could be used to 
bury the destitute (see Matt. 27:5–10). 

Peter cited Psalms 69:25 and 109:8 
in support of the decision to replace 

Judas: “May another take his place 
of leadership” (v. 20). These were 
probably quoted by way of example 
rather than as explicit predictions. 
Peter’s description of the kind of person 
who should succeed Judas highlights 
a unique qualification. The candidate 
must have seen the risen Christ. 

Two candidates were identified and  
the disciples cast lots. The process  
for this is not entirely clear. The Jewish 
custom was to write names on a stone 
and put them in a jar. The first name to 
fall out when it was shaken was chosen, 
a little like picking a name out of a hat. 
Some scholars believe that disciples 
cast ballots, more akin to voting. 
Whichever method was used, Peter’s 
prayer in verse 24 indicates that they 
did not see this as a popular election 
but as divine selection. They were 
seeking divine guidance (Prov. 16:33), 
and Matthias was chosen by God. 

Built on the foundation of the  
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus  

himself as the chief cornerstone.
Ephesians 2:20

READ ACTS 1:12–26

8
THURSDAY 

NOVEMBER

The work of administrating the church might feel 
dull or difficult. Can business meetings or human 
resources issues be spiritual work? Peter’s words 
remind us of the spiritual importance of such 
decisions. God cares about the life of the church, 
and we must seek God’s guidance no matter how 
mundane the decision may seem to be. 

Moody Theological Seminary 
offers quality graduate education 
to students with a passion for 
serving Christ. Dr. John Jelinek, 
vice president and dean of MTS, 
invites you to uphold in prayer 
the faculty, staff, and students  
at the seminary.
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The Birth of the Church
Some church buildings have a 
cornerstone inscribed with the year the 
foundation was laid. As we have seen, 
the church’s true foundation goes back 
much further. Its roots stretch back into 
eternity (see Eph. 1:4). But if we were  
to choose a birthday for the church,  
it would be the day of Pentecost. 

After the Tower of Babel, God 
confused human languages and 
humanity scattered (see Gen. 11:9). 
The outpouring of the Spirit at 
Pentecost anticipated the regathering 
of this scattered humanity in Christ. 
It foreshadowed John’s vision of an 
innumerable multitude drawn from 
every tribe, language, people, and 
nation who have been redeemed 
by the blood of Christ (see Rev. 7:9). 
Peter pointed to the prophecy of Joel 
2:28–32, which spoke not only of an 
outpouring of God’s Spirit but also of 
the advent of the Day of the Lord and 
the messianic age (vv. 16–17). 

The day of Pentecost distinguished the 
church as a community of the Spirit. 
Not only are its members united to 
Jesus Christ by the Spirit, but they are 
also joined to one another. The church 
comes together to worship God, and it 
also does so to minister to one another.  
The Spirit empowers believers for 
service by enabling them to carry  
out their various ministries. 

Later in the book of Acts, we read 
about two subsequent outpourings that 
resemble this one. One occurred in 
Samaria (Acts 8:14–17). The other was 
in the house of the Roman centurion 
Cornelius (Acts 10:45–48). These 
confirmed God’s intent to include the 
Gentiles in the promise of the gospel. 
This is exactly what Jesus said would 
happen when He initially commanded 
the disciples to wait for the outpouring 
of the Spirit (Acts 1:8). 

READ ACTS 2:1–17

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER

9
And in him you too are being built together to 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Ephesians 2:22

No other organization or institution on Earth is like 
the church. Whether your church is large or small, 
its power or effectiveness doesn’t depend on 
material resources. The church is the community 
of faith in the resurrected Jesus and given the 
power of the Holy Spirit. God can do great things 
in your community through your church. 

Would you lift up to God in prayer 
Camille Ward and Nicholas Moon 
in the Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness? May the Lord bless 
their service as they conduct 
research and oversee the 
accreditation guidelines at Moody.
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A Fellowship of Saints
As a church service came to a close, 
the pastor invited attenders to gather 
afterward for a time of “fellowship.” Ed 
wondered what that meant; he had 
only heard the word in the movie The 
Fellowship of the Ring. When Ed joined 
the others in the room the church had 
designated as its fellowship hall, it 
seemed that in Christian circles the 
word fellowship meant drinking coffee 
and eating doughnuts! 

Yet today’s passage indicates that 
fellowship has a much deeper meaning 
than merely socializing. The key idea 
is sharing. Fellowship is among the 
four foundational priorities of the New 
Testament church to which the first 
Christians “devoted” themselves—
besides sharing, the early church gave 
its attention to the Apostles’ teaching, 
the breaking of bread, and prayer. 

We know what is meant when referring 
both to the Apostles’ teaching and to 

prayer is obvious. Breaking of bread 
probably refers to more than simply 
sharing a meal and likely means the 
observance of the Lord’s Supper. For 
the church these were not merely 
social gatherings but occasions where 
worship and instruction took place. The 
Corinthian church observed the Lord’s 
Supper by sharing a meal together 
(see 1 Cor. 11:33). 

The nature of the church’s fellowship 
or sharing is further described in verse 
45. New Testament believers shared 
their material goods with one another 
when anyone had a need. They also 
shared a communal experience by 
spending time together. This may not 
mean that they lived together but 
rather that they gathered on a regular 
basis. Later we will see how the early 
church also shared with one another 
through the exercise of spiritual 
gifts. They met together to build one 
another up in the faith. 

All the believers were 
one in heart and mind.

Acts 4:32

READ ACTS 2:42–47

10
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER

Socializing is an aspect of Christian fellowship, but 
there is so much more to biblical fellowship. What 
can you share with others? Perhaps it is a prayer 
or a word of encouragement, or perhaps you 
can help meet a material need. Ask the Lord to 
show you ways that you can fellowship with your 
community of believers. 

Ken Heulitt, chief financial officer, 
will appreciate the prayers of 
the Moody family for Moody’s 
finances, as we focus on utilizing 
effectively and efficiently all the 
resources provided by our donors. 
Thank you for your faithfulness in 
praying and giving!
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Hypocrites in the Church
Many people who have no interest in 
the church often claim that it is full of 
hypocrites. They might give examples 
based on personal experience. These 
usually begin with the phrase, “I used to 
know someone who believed the way 
you do and she. . . .” And if by hypocrite 
they mean someone whose beliefs 
and actions are not consistent, then we 
must agree that these church skeptics 
are right. 

One comfort from today’s text is that 
hypocrisy in the church is not unique 
to our age. It was present in the early 
church as well. Acts 5:1–11 describes 
the hypocrisy of Ananias and Sapphira, 
who sold a piece of property and 
then pretended to donate the entire 
proceeds of the sale to the church. 
They seem to have been motivated 
by the example of Barnabas but were 
unwilling to make a similar sacrifice. 
They kept back part for themselves. 

Peter’s response indicates that their 
sin was not that they failed to give 
the entire amount; it was theirs to do 
with as they pleased (v. 4). Ananias 
and Sapphira sinned because they 
attempted to deceive the Holy Spirit. 
They were stealing by saying that 
they were giving the whole amount 
to God but instead keeping part for 
themselves. Peter did not place a curse 
on the couple but merely announced 
what the Spirit was about to do in 
response to their actions. 

God’s response to the couple’s 
behavior may seem harsh, but it is a 
sobering reminder of how seriously 
God takes sin. The death of Ananias 
and Sapphira was meant to make an 
impression on the early church (v. 11). 
It should be a wake-up call for us as 
well. We should be honest about the 
church’s hypocrisy, but we should not 
be complacent. 

READ ACTS 5:1–11

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER

11
Just as he who called you is holy,  

so be holy in all you do. 
1 Peter 1:15

Hypocrisy is easy to spot in others, but we often 
miss it in ourselves. Pray that the Lord would 
reveal any hypocrisy in your life. You can use the 
words of Psalm 139:23–24: “Search me, God, and 
know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Donor Development team, 
headed by vice president Bruce 
Everhart, expands Moody’s 
outreach to our friends across 
the country and around the 
world. Today, will you pray for 
Daniel Munoz, Claire Kniowski, 
and Georgette Whittenhall?
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All Together Different
In their book All Together Different, Brian 
Tucker and John Koessler note that 
being a culturally diverse community 
does not come easily. “Our well-
meaning naïveté does not prepare us 
for the common irritation and emotional 
exhaustion that comes with dealing with 
our differences. The expectation that 
we are basically on the same page with 
those who are not like us keeps us from 
preparing to face our differences.”

One of the first conflicts in the fledgling 
church involved ethnic prejudice. 
Believers in the church’s majority 
culture overlooked the needs of those 
from a different cultural background. 
Differences in language, cultural style, 
and perhaps even dietary preferences 
may all have contributed to their 
widows being overlooked in the daily 
distribution of food. 

The Apostles took this problem 
seriously and appointed a group to 

address it. The standards for those 
who would be selected to handle 
this matter were high. Their names 
suggest that most of them came from 
marginalized community. They were 
then empowered by the Apostles to 
ensure that the practical needs were 
met and that systems to promote 
justice and mercy were implemented 
in the church. They were not merely 
administrative assistants, for some of 
them also carried out ministries of the 
Word. Stephen became the church’s 
first martyr. 

By taking seriously the challenge of 
forming a culturally diverse community, 
the Apostles positioned the church to 
expand its ministry from Judea and 
Samaria to the ends of the earth. We 
should take note that the church’s 
struggles in this area did not end with 
the selection of the seven. It takes 
grace and intentionality to be all 
together and different. 

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it;  
if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

1 Corinthians 12:26

READ ACTS 6:1–7

12
MONDAY 

NOVEMBER

The book All Together Different (Moody 
Publishers) can help you think about practical 
steps to uphold the church’s unity while honoring 
our individual identities. Each chapter includes 
questions for discussion. Consider suggesting it 
as a study for your church, Sunday school class, or 
community group.

Keeping the Donor Development 
staff in our prayers, please include 
Hadassah Carlson, Heidi Andrade, 
Joe Forrider, and Nathan Van Hoff 
in your prayer time today. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to guide them as 
they seek to serve Him better and 
grow as a team.
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Equipping the Church
Have you ever wondered what your 
pastor does all week? The only 
exposure many church attenders have 
to the pastor’s ministry is during the 
sermon. They think that all a pastor 
does is stand up and talk about the 
Bible for twenty or thirty minutes.  
How hard can it be? 

In Ephesians 4:1–16, the apostle Paul 
offers a job description not only for 
the church’s pastors but also for its 
apostles, prophets, and evangelists. 
They were given to the church by 
Christ to “equip God’s people for works 
of service” (Eph. 4:12). Many church 
leaders see this as a command to train 
the congregation to staff the church’s 
programs. Some are frustrated by the 
difficulty they encounter in this task. 

But while it certainly can be a good 
idea to equip members to staff church 
programs, it is probably not what Paul 
had in view. The New Testament church 

did not have the kind of programs we 
see in churches today. Focusing on 
staffing church programs seems too 
limited. Most members spend far more 
time outside the church than inside, 
even when they are heavily involved  
in its programs. 

Evangelical author John Stott noted 
that all the gifts mentioned in Paul’s 
list relate in some way to the ministry 
of teaching. Paul’s concern was not 
to staff programs but to help people 
understand the truth of God’s Word 
and become mature. What then is 
the ministry for which they are being 
prepared? It is to bear witness to the 
truth in whatever context they may  
find themselves. It is to be Christians  
in whatever situation they happen to  
be. The gifted individuals Paul lists 
equip the church when it is assembled 
so that it can live like the church when  
it is dispersed. 

READ EPHESIANS 4:1–16

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER

13
He has made us competent as ministers  

of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

 2 Corinthians 3:6

The Ephesians 4 model radically changes our 
view of ministry. Instead of being concerned about 
staffing a handful of programs, the church should 
be concerned about equipping people for life. Pray 
for your church leaders that they will be faithful to 
this calling, and consider your part in this ministry.

In conclusion of our prayers for 
the Donor Development team, 
we ask that you thank God for 
Nicholas Noggle, Scott Veigel,  
Teri Vaughn, and Stephen Asare. 
May they find joy and see God’s 
love as they build connections 
with Moody’s constituents.
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Organizing the Church
According to entrepreneur Steve Jobs, 
“Great things in business are never 
done by one person; they are done  
by a team of people.” But Sir Barnett 
Cocks, who served as a clerk in the 
British House of Commons, is said to 
have observed, “A committee is a cul-
de-sac down which ideas are lured and 
then quietly strangled.” A committee is 
not always a team! 

Some people find organizational 
structure boring and irrelevant. If the 
church is a community of the Spirit 
and the body of Christ, why should it 
have to bother with organization at all? 
We should just let God run things. But 
today’s reading reveals that God has 
ordained an organizational structure 
in the church. The text outlines the 
qualifications listed for the church’s  
two offices. 

The term overseer is found elsewhere 
in the New Testament in connection 

with two other New Testament words. 
In Acts 20 Paul sent for the elders 
of the church in Ephesus to remind 
them of their duties: “Keep watch over 
yourselves and all the flock of which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which 
he bought with his own blood” (Acts 
20:28). In other words, overseers are 
elders and shepherds (that is, pastors) 
in the church. 

The other office is that of deacon. 
This term meant “servant,” and some 
see a link to the seven men chosen 
to assist the Apostles in Acts 6. The 
responsibilities of deacons are not 
spelled out in detail, but it seems 
likely that their role was to assist the 
overseers. Like the seven who were 
selected to ensure that the widows 
were served, they share the load so 
that the church’s overseers can focus 
on the ministry of the Word and prayer. 

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus  
at Philippi, together with the overseers  
and deacons: Grace and peace to you. 

Philippians 1:1–2

READ 1 TIMOTHY 3:1–13

14
WEDNESDAY

NOVEMBER

Leaders for secular institutions are chosen on 
the basis of education, wealth, personality, or 
connections. Notice how that is different from 
the qualifications for leaders in the church! The 
overseers for the body of Christ should be known 
for their godly devotion and good character. Pray 
that these qualities will abound in your church. 

Janet Stiven, VP and general 
counsel at Moody, welcomes 
the prayer support of the Moody 
family for her staff. Pray that the 
Lord would grant them the ability 
to follow His guidance in every 
situation and to please Him with 
every decision they make.
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Q  Why is the God of the Old 
Testament so harsh and 
vindictive, and the God of 

the New Testament is both loving and 
merciful? It doesn’t seem like the same 
God to me. 

A Many people have thought 
this, but in fact the God of the 
Bible is the same throughout 

all the Scriptures. In both the Old and 
the New Testaments, God is loving and 
just. He is not merely wrathful in the Old 
Testament; He is loving and merciful 
and forgives sin, as in the example of 
David, who committed adultery and 
orchestrated the death of Uriah the 
Hittite. This description of God is found 
in the Old Testament: “The LORD, the 
LORD, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness, maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin ” (Ex. 34:6–7). 
 
The New Testament describes God’s 
justice as well as His love. He holds 
people accountable for their sin, and 
sometimes exercises discipline in 
seemingly severe ways. For example, 
when Ananias and Sapphira lied about 
how much they were giving to the 
congregation, Peter rebuked Ananias 
first, saying he had “not lied just to 
human beings but to God”—and then 
God struck him dead. The same then 
happened to his wife, Sapphira (Acts 

5:1–11), reminiscent of instant justice 
sometimes seen in the Old Testament. 
The New Testament also describes the 
end of days, when God’s judgment will 
fall on the earth at the hands of Jesus, 
the Lamb of God. This is how people will 
respond in that day: “They called to the 
mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and 
hide us from the face of him who sits on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb! For the great day of their wrath 
has come, and who can withstand it?’” 
(Rev. 6:16–17)? God is always the same. 
He is perfect and infinite in holiness and 
justice and in His love and mercy. 

Q  Why would the Law of Moses 
require a woman to marry the 
man who raped her? This just 

seems so wrong.

A This reflects a misunderstanding 
of Deuteronomy 22:28–29: 
“If a man happens to meet a 

virgin who is not pledged to be married 
and rapes her and they are discovered, 
he shall pay her father fifty shekels of 
silver. He must marry the young woman, 
for he has violated her. He can never 
divorce her as long as he lives.” The word 
translated here as “rapes” could also 
be translated as “seizes” or “seduces.” 
“Seduces” best captures the meaning, for 
several reasons.  
 
First, the previous paragraph describes 
an actual rape and uses a different 



In both the Old and the New Testaments,  
God is loving and just.
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Hebrew verb that means “forces” or 
“overpowers,” making a distinction 
with what is described here in verses 
28 and 29. Second, in the parallel 
instruction found in Exodus 22:16–17, 
the Hebrew verb used is translated 
“entice,” and clearly refers to seduction 
and not rape. Third, the verb used in 
Deuteronomy 22:28–29 most literally 
means “captures,” but it is also used 
figuratively, as in “to capture one’s 
heart” (Ex. 14:5), which conveys the 
sense of seduction. 

The law in Deuteronomy 22:28–29 
is best understood as referring to a 
man who seduces a virgin so that she 
consents to have sex with him. This law 
was designed as a protection for her, 
so that he could not cast her aside and 
bring shame to her. The seducer must 
pay the bride price to her father and 
stay married to the woman. 

Q  Why was the Law of  
Moses so harsh, calling  
for an eye for an eye, and 

a tooth for a tooth? This seems so 
primitive and callous.

A This law, frequently called 
the “law of retaliation,” is also 
found in Exodus 21:23–25, 

Leviticus 24:19–20, and Deuteronomy 
19:16–21. It is perceived as vengeful and 
excessive, when in fact it was intended 
to restrain vengeance and excessive 

punishment. First, the law required 
that retribution was to be judicial, not 
personal. Fines should be paid as the 
judges decide (Ex. 21:22) after their 
investigation. The government was to 
carry out punishment.  
 
Second, the law required that 
punishment had to fit the crime and not 
be excessive. If someone has injured 
an eye, the punishment must not be the 
death penalty. Moreover, the context of 
Exodus is about paying monetary fines, 
so it appears that the “eye for an eye, 
tooth for a tooth” command was not 
to be taken literally but referred to the 
appropriate financial restitution for an 
injury. The Law of Moses did not intend 
to create a blind, toothless society!  
 
The only exception to the financial 
application of these laws appears to 
be the death penalty for deliberate 
homicide. Since people are made in  
the image of God, the deliberate 
murder of a human being required the 
courts to carry out capital punishment 
as the only appropriate justice. That’s 
why Genesis 9:6 says, “Whoever sheds 
human blood, by humans shall their 
blood be shed; for in the image of God 
has God made mankind.” The Law 
of Moses was not primitive or harsh. 
Rather, it provided for appropriate 
justice and restricted the sinful human 
desire for excessive vengeance and 
personal retaliation.  
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Obedient Practices: Baptism
In The Year of Magical Thinking, Joan 
Didion describes the sudden upheaval 
that took place when her husband died 
unexpectedly. “Life changes in the 
instant. The ordinary instant.” For the 
Christian, life also changes in an instant. 
But in this case, it is because of the 
death of Christ, which is followed by  
His resurrection. 

Baptism signifies our union with Christ 
in His death and resurrection. It is no 
accident that Peter’s discussion of 
the significance of baptism follows his 
encouragement to those who suffer 
unjustly to “always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that you 
have” (v. 15). Baptism is the believers’ 
first testimony to their faith. 

Peter’s comparison of baptism to the 
waters of Noah have troubled some 
readers, especially his assertion that 

this water symbolizes baptism “that now 
saves you also” (v. 21). But the second 
half of the verse makes it clear that it 
is not the water itself that saves but 
“the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” It is 
Christ’s death and resurrection that has 
the power to cleanse our conscience, 
not the church’s religious rites. Like 
those who were saved from the waters 
of judgment in the ark, Christ rescues 
us from the punishment we deserve for 
our sins. 

Baptism also celebrates the change in 
our lives as a result of what Christ has 
done and our Spirit-empowered ability 
to live a new life (see Rom. 6:1–14). This 
does not mean that we no longer have 
the capacity to sin or that all our rough 
edges are suddenly smoothed over.  
But it does mean that we are granted 
a new capacity to obey that we did not 
have previously. 

READ 1 PETER 3:13–22

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER

15
You were . . . buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through your faith in 
the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

Colossians 2:11–12

Baptism is believers’ act of obedience to the 
command of Jesus and a public testimony of our 
commitment to follow Him. If you have trusted in 
Jesus Christ as your Savior but have never been 
baptized, discuss the possibility with your pastor. 
It is a wonderful way to show others that you now 
belong to Jesus. 

Josue Villa and his team—Danielle 
Kerschhackl, Effie Rolfe, and 
Gerson García—oversee digital 
programming channels for Moody 
Radio’s five internet stations. 
They thank God in prayer for the 
opportunity to share God’s Word 
and His love with listeners.
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Obedient Practices: Communion
When Jane has guests for dinner, she 
often sets the table with her “good” 
china. She treasures the set because 
she received it as a wedding gift—but 
the dishes themselves are rather 
ordinary, having been purchased at a 
grocery store in 1979. What makes them 
special is what they represent, not what 
they are made of. The same could be 
said of the Lord’s Supper. This meal 
instituted by Christ is both common and 
special. It is composed of the common 
elements of bread and wine, but it is 
special for what it represents. 

Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper 
during His last Passover celebration 
with the disciples. During the meal 
He changed the traditional liturgy by 
focusing on the bread and the cup and 
commanding the church to do the same 
(see Luke 22:15–20). In 1 Corinthians 
11:17–34, the apostle Paul discusses 
the significance of this supper for the 
church. It is an act of remembrance 

which focuses on the Lord’s sacrificial 
death (vv. 24–25). The Lord’s Supper 
is also an enacted proclamation of 
the gospel. When we share this meal 
together we “proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes” (v. 26). 

Paul also describes a communal 
dimension to the supper. By ignoring 
their interdependence and eating the 
meal in a selfish manner, the Corinthian 
church defiled the sacred meal to such 
a degree that it was no longer the 
Lord’s Supper (v. 20). Some became 
drunk and others went away hungry. 
They didn’t grasp that a lavish banquet 
of exotic food was not what made this 
meal a special event. They missed the 
point that the focus of the Lord’s Supper 
is supposed to be Jesus, not the eating 
and drinking itself. This practice of 
the church should gather believers to 
participate together in communion, 
remembrance, and obedience. 

May my prayer be set before you  
like incense; may the lifting up of my  
hands be like the evening sacrifice. 

Psalm 141:2

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17–34

16
FRIDAY

NOVEMBER

The third aspect Paul emphasizes in these verses 
is the importance of self-examination (v. 28). It 
is not necessary to be sinless to have the Lord’s 
Supper—for then no one could participate. But we 
are called to have hearts focused on Jesus and 
remove barriers to fellowship with each other as 
part of the observance of this sacred meal. 

Greg Thornton, interim president 
and senior VP of Media, asks for 
your prayers for the Lord’s work at 
Moody in these changing times. 
May God’s Word be preached 
faithfully and the Lord’s name 
glorified in everything we do at 
Moody Bible Institute!
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The Worshiping Church: A Lifestyle of Worship
Everybody agrees that worship is a 
central aspect of the church’s mission, 
but we do not always agree about what 
we mean by worship. The so-called 
worship wars of recent decades are 
really a conflict about musical style 
and personal taste. Although today’s 
conflicts over worship largely revolve 
around music, it is important to note 
that the biblical concept is far more 
expansive. In view of our text today,  
we probably shouldn’t think of worship 
as an event but as a lifestyle. The 
church’s worship service is really just  
an extension of our larger offering of  
the whole self to God. 

Paul provides three descriptions of 
this sacrifice. He calls it a living, holy, 
and pleasing sacrifice (v. 1). When we 
offer our lives to God, we do so with 
the understanding that we ourselves 
have been given new life through 

Christ. This is a lifestyle shaped by the 
reality described in Romans 6:4: “We 
were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live  
a new life.”

Since we have been united with 
Christ in His resurrection, we are able 
to live the kind of life that the Bible 
describes as holy. We recognize that 
we are now consecrated to God. We 
let His standards shape our choices 
and actions. This does not mean that 
we live a sinless life. Our experience 
of redemption is progressive. A con-
secrated life is also a life of struggling 
against sin. Jesus has paid for that sin 
on our behalf. As a result, the life we 
offer God, even with its imperfections,  
is one that He can accept. It is pleasing 
to Him. 

READ ROMANS 12:1–8

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER
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Do not offer any part of yourself  

to sin as an instrument of wickedness.
Romans 6:13

Worship is a lifestyle before it is an event, and God 
cares about our every thought, word, and deed. 
Write all or part of today’s passage on a card to 
place where you can see it during your daily life. 
Remember that when you’re driving to work or 
washing the dishes or walking the dog, your life 
can be an offering of worship. 

Dr. Timothy Arens, VP and dean 
of Student Life, invites you to 
join him in prayer for the staff he 
leads serving our students. Their 
dedicated work for students’ 
growth and maturation outside 
of the classroom is respected 
and appreciated by all. 
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The Worshiping Church: A Preaching Church
In a recent essay for Christianity
Today Fleming Rutledge decries the 
fuzzy spirituality of our age where 
our religious ideas are “born out of 
illusion, wishful thinking, and a failure 
to look radical evil straight in the face” 
and “human potential itself . . . has 
become an object of worship.” The 
remedy? “We need substantive, biblical 
preaching that drives home our need 
for justification through Christ.”

In an age where the church seems to 
be obsessed with musical style, we 
need to be reminded that words are at 
the heart of worship. Specifically, God’s 
words are at the center of the church’s 
worship service. In tomorrow’s study we 
will see this is true even of the church’s 
musical worship. 

As the return of Christ draws near, the 
church’s preaching grows ever more 

important. One of the characteristics of 
the end of the age is an unwillingness 
to listen to sound teaching from the 
Scriptures. People will be eager to 
listen—but to the wrong things. They 
will “abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught by 
demons” (v. 1). As a result, the church 
will be tempted to set aside the Bible 
and focus on “godless myths and old 
wives’ tales” (v. 7). 

The age that Paul describes in these 
verses sounds much like the age in 
which we now live. The antidote he 
prescribes is the ministry of the Word of 
God. It begins by making sure that we 
ourselves are “nourished on the truths 
of the faith and of the good teaching 
that you have followed” (v. 7). This is 
coupled with a determination to keep 
away from false teaching and instead 
train ourselves for godliness (v. 8). 

Preach the word; be prepared in season and  
out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage— 

with great patience and careful instruction. 
2 Timothy 4:2

READ 1 TIMOTHY 4:1–13

18
SUNDAY   

NOVEMBER

Paul’s emphasis on public reading of Scripture, 
as well as on preaching and teaching, is not 
surprising. Books and scrolls were expensive in 
his day, and many did not know how to read. It is 
as important to know what the Bible says as it is to 
listen to what the church’s preachers and teachers 
say about the Bible.

During your prayer time today, 
please mention our faculty from 
the department of Pastoral 
Studies: Craig Hendrickson, 
John Koessler, and Laurie Norris. 
Ask the Lord for His strength, 
peace, and joy in their lives. 
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The Worshiping Church: A Singing Church
Many people know that Johann 
Sebastian Bach was a great composer. 
He was also a devout Christian. At the 
end of each of his compositions Bach 
affixed the letters SDG. These did not 
stand for his name but for the Latin 
phrase Soli Deo Gloria, which means 
“For the glory of God Alone.”

Bach was right about the sacred value 
of music. Today’s reading shows that 
music played an important role in the 
early church’s worship and devotional 
life. Music was one of the ways the 
church communicated the message of 
Christ (v. 16); God’s people used it to 
teach and to reinforce what was taught. 
Music served the same function as 
preaching. The church employed music 
to teach and admonish. 

It is unclear what differentiated psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs from one 
another. New Testament scholar 
F. F. Bruce speculated that psalms 

may have been drawn from the Old 
Testament Psalter, hymns might have 
been Christian canticles, and spiritual 
songs may be extemporaneous songs 
that were sung “in the Spirit.” We can 
at least say that the early church saw 
value in worshiping with different 
musical forms or styles. It seems likely 
that this diversity of styles was for the 
benefit of the worshipers. There is no 
biblical evidence to suggest that God 
prefers a particular musical style. His 
desire is that these things be done 
“in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him” 
(v. 17). 

Since the goal of sacred music is to 
teach and admonish, it is reasonable for 
us to expect to “get something” out of 
worship. But it seems unlikely that the 
church will be able to employ a style 
that pleases everyone. Patience and 
sensitivity are needed as the church 
sings to God and to one another.  

READ COLOSSIANS 3:13–17

MONDAY
NOVEMBER
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Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray.  
Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise.

James 5:13

Diversity in musical taste is not the greatest 
problem for the church; rather, the problem is our 
tendency to regard those whose preferences differ 
from ours with contempt. Even if you don’t prefer 
some of the music in the church, try to listen to its 
message. Ask the Lord to help you learn and grow 
from the songs in corporate worship. 

As we continue our prayers 
for Moody’s Pastoral Studies 
professors—Winfred Neely, 
Pamela MacRae, Eric Moore, and 
Chris Rappazini—praise God for 
their knowledge and love of the 
Word of God and commitment to 
teaching it to our students.
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The Worshiping Church: An Orderly Church
A few years ago a brawl broke out at 
a Baptist church in Memphis, Tenn. 
The details are not fully clear, but 
apparently it started when someone 
was struck with an umbrella! 

The phrase “decently and in order” 
has often been used to describe 
the worship style of Presbyterians, 
usually with a measure of good-
natured derision. But the phrase 
originally appeared in Paul’s directives 
to the Corinthian church about their 
worship practices (v. 40). The phrase 
is a corrective aimed at the way the 
Corinthians behaved when they came 
together as church.

The church in Corinth had a highly 
participatory service, in which many 
people were expressing their gifts in 
the public context of corporate worship 
(v. 26). But this in itself was not wrong. 
Rather, Paul identifies two other issues.  

First, there was difficulty in the way the 
Corinthians exercised their spiritual 
gifts, especially those that involved 
speaking. They did so with impatience. 
This is essentially the same criticism 
he gives of their observance of the 
Lord’s Supper. Each goes ahead without 
waiting for the others (see 1 Cor. 11:21). 
Everyone wanted to be the first to 
exercise their gifts. Nobody was willing 
to give way to others. 

The second problem with Corinthian 
practice was not just the method but 
also the motive: “Everything must be 
done so that the church may be built 
up” (v. 26). In their worship and ministry 
as in their observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, the church was not putting 
others first. Each one was looking out 
for his own interests. Whether the 
goal was to fill their own bellies or 
seek their own glory, they were not 
interested in building up the church. 

In the following directives I have no praise for you, 
for your meetings do more harm than good. 

1 Corinthians 11:17

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 14:26–40

20
TUESDAY

NOVEMBER

What an indictment for a church to hear that  
their meetings were doing more harm than good  
(1 Cor. 11:17)! The fact that we like what is 
happening in the church does not always mean 
that God is pleased with it. Pray together with 
your Sunday school class or small group that your 
methods and motives will bring glory to God.

Today and tomorrow, please pray 
for those dedicated people at 
Moody Radio who coordinate  
and produce programs that bring 
God’s living Word to many:  
Chris Papendick, Dan Anderson, 
Chris Segard, Dan Craig, and Jon 
Gauger.
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Protecting the Church
Many churches worry about their 
safety today. They form committees 
and develop action plans. Some install 
alarm systems and cameras in an effort 
to protect themselves. But the greatest 
dangers facing the church do not come 
from bullets or fires but from words. 

Paul’s primary concern for the church of 
Ephesus had to do with its doctrine. This 
is especially noteworthy since Paul knew 
that he would soon face physical danger 
(vv. 22–24). False teachers would 
come in from the outside while others 
would arise from their own number 
(vv. 29–30). This dual threat of false 
teaching prompted the Apostle to urge 
the church’s leaders: “Keep watch over 
yourselves and all the flock of which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which 
he bought with his own blood” (v. 28). 

Paul had modeled the kind of 
shepherding he had in mind through 

his own teaching and ministry. “You 
know that I have not hesitated to preach 
anything that would be helpful to you. 
. . . I have declared to both Jews and 
Greeks that they must turn to God in 
repentance and have faith in our Lord 
Jesus” (vv. 20–21). Paul’s pastoral 
strategy was both gospel-centered  
and personally involved. 

Paul’s deep concern about the danger 
of false doctrine can feel absent from 
the church today, which is often mostly 
interested in numerical growth. Some 
may argue that Paul’s determination to 
declare the gospel to both Jews and 
Greeks is proof that he was interested 
in numerical growth as well. But a 
desire for increased attendance does 
not automatically mean that we are 
interested in the gospel. We may be 
tempted to reduce our message to the 
lowest common denominator in order to 
attract a following. 

READ ACTS 20:17–38

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER
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You, however, must teach what  

is appropriate to sound doctrine.
Titus 2:1

The best way to protect the church is to protect its 
doctrine. What does your church believe? If you’ve 
never read your church’s doctrinal statement, 
ask for a copy. Pray today that your church’s 
leaders and members will all be vigilant in both 
understanding and promoting God’s truth and 
sound doctrine.

Please include in your prayers 
the rest of Moody Radio’s 
programming staff: Deb 
Solomon, Judy Kron, Kurt Goff, 
and Stephen Johnson. May 
the message of God’s love and 
hope they help broadcast also 
encourage their hearts daily.
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The Church’s Message
If you google the phrase “the church’s 
message,” you soon discover that not 
everyone is in agreement. One website 
says that the church’s core message 
is about love. Another says it is about 
reconciliation. Someone else thinks 
that it is about changing the world. 
In one sense the church’s message 
is about all these things. But today’s 
passage makes it clear that there is a 
concern that rises above all the others. 
The church’s core message is about 
Jesus Christ. It is a message about 
His death and resurrection. It is the 
message of the gospel. 

Paul’s summary of the gospel may seem 
theologically unsophisticated to some. 
It focuses on a specific set of facts. 
Christ died for our sins. He was buried. 
He was raised again on the third day. 
He appeared to many of His disciples, 
including Paul himself (vv. 3–8). This 
summary is consistent with several 
others recorded in the book of Acts. 

Paul’s emphasis on the death and 
resurrection of Christ needed to 
be emphasized, given the doctrinal 
situation in Corinth. Some in the church 
had begun to question whether bodily 
resurrection was even possible (see 
vv. 12–19). Paul’s response was simple. 
If there is no resurrection of the body, 
there is no gospel. If there is no gospel, 
there is no salvation. 

Notice that Paul does not begin with 
the doctrinal problem. He begins with 
the gospel. He states what is true 
before addressing what is false. We 
need to remember this starting point 
today. In a world with so many religions 
and belief systems, it is impossible for 
us to understand every false doctrine 
in order to refute it. It is better to focus 
on the truth as it is revealed in God’s 
Word. If our faith is built on the solid 
foundation of God’s Word, we will  
be able to test every other doctrine  
or philosophy. 

But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached  

to you, let them be under God’s curse!  
Galatians 1:8

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1–11

22
THURSDAY

NOVEMBER

Paul was able to summarize the gospel in a  
short paragraph. Can you do the same? Review 
the passage today, and then spend time practicing 
a summary in your own words, either as a written 
or spoken exercise. This can equip us to share the 
gospel with others, remembering the starting point 
of Jesus Christ and what He has done.

On this Thanksgiving Day, let’s 
express gratitude to the Lord 
for everything we learned this 
month about the church and 
its ministries, nowadays and 
through the ages. May the 
church be our passion because 
it was Christ’s passion!
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The Church’s Methods
On one memorable Sunday morning, a 
pig was carried into church sanctuary. 
Adults laughed and children clapped 
as the pig was carried to the front—and 
then kissed by the pastor. No, kissing 
pigs is not a routine part of any Christian 
worship services! This particular Sunday 
followed a week of Vacation Bible 
School, and the pastor had set an 
attendance goal and promised to kiss  
a pig if the children met it. 

The New Testament does not prescribe 
many details of church practice. How 
long should the service be? What should 
the ratio of music to preaching be 
like? It says nothing directly about the 
technology many churches use today. 

Today’s text describes the boundaries 
that shaped Paul’s methodology. His 
general guiding principle was to shape 
the ministry to the culture: “I have 
become all things to all people so that 
by all possible means I might save 

some” (v. 22). But this principle doesn’t 
sanction all elements of the culture 
in ministry. For example, Paul could 
personally choose to follow customs of 
the Mosaic Law, but he could not make 
Mosaic Law binding for others (v. 20). 
This would be a doctrinal test. Anything 
that compromised the gospel was out 
of bounds. 

It’s important to understand that Chris-
tian freedom has a context. Although 
Paul was not under the constraints 
of Jewish law, he was “under Christ’s 
law” (v. 21). This provides the church 
with a moral test. Anything that violates 
God’s explicit commands and moral 
principles is out of bounds. Scripture 
guides the church in evaluating its 
practices. Cultural adaptation might be 
acceptable, if it does not compromise 
the gospel or violate God’s commands. 
In order to make wise decisions, we 
must know Scripture’s teaching. 

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 9:19–27

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER
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Everything must be done so  

that the church may be built up.
1 Corinthians 14:26

Today’s church is being tested in this area when  
it comes to marriage. It should make little 
difference to the church whether same sex 
marriage is acceptable to the culture at large or 
legally recognized by the state. God is the one 
who sets the standard (Rom. 1:24–27). What is 
legal may not necessarily be right in God’s eyes. 

Praise God for blessing the 
ministry of Moody Publishers 
headed by Paul Santhouse, vice 
president of Publications. Moody 
Publishers has distributed more 
than 300 million Christian books 
in over 70 languages in 130 
countries around the globe.
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The Church and Tradition
First Church has a red candle on the 
altar at the front. They keep it lit during 
the service as a reminder of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence. Calvary Baptist ends 
every service by singing “Just as I 
Am.” As they sing, the pastor invites 
those who have trusted in Christ to 
come forward. Trinity Presbyterian lays 
hands on their newly elected board 
members and commissions them for 
their service. Some things we do in 
the church are prescribed for us by 
Scripture; others are handed down  
to us. 

The word we use to describe what 
has been handed down is tradition. 
Some in the church view tradition in a 
bad light. This is partly due to Jesus’ 
teaching that criticized the religious 
leaders of His day for violating God’s 
command for the sake of their tradition: 
“You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when 
he prophesied about you: ‘These 

people honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me. They 
worship me in vain; their teachings are 
merely human rules’” (Matt. 15:1–9).

But tradition is not always bad. In Paul’s 
closing exhortation to the Philippian 
church, he provides a shortlist of things 
that deserve their focus: “Whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things. Whatever you 
have learned or received or heard from 
me, or seen in me—put it into practice” 
(vv. 8–9). These things that the church 
has learned, received, or heard are in 
fact tradition. The apostle Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians about the Lord’s 
Supper, “For I received from the Lord 
what I also passed on to you . . .” (1 Cor. 
11:23). This is also the language of the 
church’s tradition. 

Hollow and deceptive philosophy . . . depends on 
human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces  

of this world rather than on Christ.  
Colossians 2:8

READ PHILIPPIANS 4:1–9

24
SATURDAY  
NOVEMBER

Traditions themselves are not the problem in the 
church. The problem comes when we allow our 
traditions to overrule what God has commanded or 
we turn our traditions into litmus tests of worship 
or fellowship. Pray that you will not cling to 
traditions, habits, or preferences at the expense of 
obeying God or showing love and grace to others. 

Today, please mention Moody 
Publishers’ Creative and 
Production department: Erik 
Peterson, John Matsuoka, 
Eddie Cuevas, and Carolyn 
McDaniel. We appreciate 
their contribution to Moody 
Publishers’ vision and mission.
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Finding Your Place in the Church, Part 1
Getting settled into a new church can 
be a challenge. In addition to learning 
different faces and names, we have to 
learn the ins and outs of congregational 
life. We might wonder where we fit in 
and feel that it’s hard to find our place. 

We all need reminders, whether 
we’re in a new church or have been 
long-time members of a church, that 
we have a place in the church. It has 
been guaranteed by Jesus Christ. 
Furthermore, everybody has something 
to contribute. The same Holy Spirit 
who has joined us to Christ and to one 
another has also gifted us for service. 
In 1 Corinthians 12:1–11 the apostle Paul 
lists some of those gifts, one of several 
gift lists found in the New Testament 
(see Rom. 12:6–8, Eph. 4:11; 1 Peter 4:11). 

Some gifts such as apostle and 
prophet were associated primarily with 
the establishment of the church. For 

instance, Paul says that the church is 
built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets (Eph. 2:20). A foundation 
is usually laid only once, and many 
New Testament interpreters think that 
these gifts applied to the needs at the 
founding of the early church. 

Many of the gifts are connected with 
the Word of God, such as teaching. 
Some are used for guiding the church,  
such as administration or encourage-
ment. Other gifts are required for the 
ministries of serving in the church, such 
as mercy or giving. 

All believers in the church have gifts 
from the Holy Spirit, and they are 
important for the health of the church. 
No gift is greater than another, for they 
all come from the Lord. And this means 
that everyone has a place to serve God 
in the church.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1–11

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER
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There are different kinds of gifts,  

but the same Spirit distributes them. 
1 Corinthians 12:4

Some think the best way to determine one’s 
spiritual gifts is by a multiple-choice questionnaire, 
similar to a personality test. Such tools can be 
helpful, but even better is the opportunity to serve 
in your church and trust the Holy Spirit to lead and 
empower you. Also ask church leaders and those 
who know you well what gifts they see in your life. 

We continue to pray for Moody 
Publishers’ Creative and Production 
staff, thanking God for the great 
job they do in bringing solid biblical 
teaching to thousands of homes. 
Would you pray for Andrew Flores, 
Ann Hackler, Josh Reigel, and  
Judy Tollberg?
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Finding Your Place in the Church, Part 2
We may think that the hardest part 
of finding our place of ministry in the 
church is discovering our spiritual gifts, 
but it may be just as difficult to accept 
the particular gift you have been given. 
It can also be hard to accept the gifts 
that God has given to others. 

In our reading today, Paul compares 
the church to a human body. A body 
is made up of many parts that work 
together. Likewise, the church is 
not made up of one member but 
of many, with each one making its 
own contribution to the health of the 
whole. Despite this, we do not always 
appreciate the way God has arranged 
the various members of the body  
of Christ. 

For some, the problem is inferiority. 
When we compare the gifts that God 
has given to us with those He has given 

to others, we conclude that we don’t 
have much to offer the church. But this 
would be like the foot saying that it is 
not a part of the body because it is not 
the hand, or the ear saying the same 
because it is not the eye (vv. 15–16). 

Put this way, the foolishness of 
our reasoning is all too apparent. 
Unfortunately, many of us do not even 
believe that we are the foot or the ear. 
We think we are, maybe, a hair—or 
something even less significant. Yet 
even if this were true, Paul makes it 
clear that even in this case we would 
have great value. 

Others in the church have a superiority 
complex. They have an inflated sense 
of their own value and look down on 
other members of the congregation. 
Both inferiority and superiority menta-
lities are destructive. 

Now you are the body of Christ,  
and each one of you is a part of it.

1 Corinthians 12:27

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12–31

26
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NOVEMBER

The cure for inferiority and superiority mentalities 
is to understand God’s perspective. Each of us 
has been uniquely designed by God, and we are 
interdependent. God’s desire is that we recognize 
and appreciate this. Read John 13:34–35 and Jesus’ 
command to love each other, and commit to see 
others and yourself the way God does. 

Please pray for the rest of 
Moody Publishers’ Creative and 
Production staff: Kathryn Warren, 
Ryan Lloyd, and Zachary Cordes. 
May the books this department 
produces, the copy they write,  
the customer service they provide 
be pleasing to the Lord.
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What Holds Us Together
According to a recent study by the 
Pew Research Center, people who are 
looking for a new church “look first and 
foremost for a place where they like 
the preaching and the tone set by the 
congregation’s leaders.” We want good 
preaching, but we also want to feel 
welcomed by the church’s leadership. 
There are other important factors as 
well, including the church’s location  
and the style of its services. 

What if God were to make a list 
of the top things He looks for in a 
church? What would be on it? Some 
of the elements are revealed in our 
reading today. One is vision, primarily 
a heavenly vision where we set our 
hearts “on things above” (v. 2). 

God is not interested in the style of 
the service as much as in the church’s 
quality of life. He even has a dress code 
for the church! As a result of their 

focus on things above, its members 
are to put off whatever belongs to their 
earthly nature and clothe themselves 
with “compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience” (v. 12). 

This is not a utopian vision of church 
life. The call to bear with one another 
and forgive implies that there will be 
offenses. We will encounter difficult 
people and find plenty of occasions 
to forgive one another. We are not a 
company of perfect people—at least 
not on this side of eternity. The call for 
peace is especially significant because 
it raises the possibility of a community 
in turmoil. 

The most important item on God’s list 
is love (v. 14). Love is what ties it all 
together. Love enables us to put up with 
one another’s weaknesses. It enables 
us to be patient as we move together in 
the direction of maturity. 

READ COLOSSIANS 3:1–14

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER
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And over all these virtues put on love,  

which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Colossians 3:14

Are you praying that God will help your church 
to look more like a community of love and 
forgiveness? Are you also praying that you will 
be growing in compassion, humility, gentleness, 
kindness, and patience? What steps can you take 
to grow in these areas and encourage others in 
your church? 

Today and tomorrow please 
focus your prayers on Moody 
Publishers’ Marketing department 
and their efforts to advertise 
and promote Moody’s Christian 
printed materials. We are grateful 
for the service of Grace Park, 
Janis Todd, and Kevin Utecht.
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Accountability in the Church
The Bible may be the world’s most 
popular unread book. While it is still one 
of the most purchased books today, 
studies by Lifeway Research show 
that even those who think well of the 
Bible have not actually read it. Twenty-
three percent of Americans have either 
read none of the Bible or only a few 
sentences of it. Thirty percent know 
only a few passages and stories. 

Yet there is one verse in the Bible 
that just about everybody seems to 
know: “Do not judge, or you too will 
be judged” (Matt. 7:1). It is treated by 
many as the Bible’s “get-out-of-jail-free” 
card, claiming that they have the right 
to live however they choose without 
judgment. And  nobody has ever said 
that they were looking for a church that 
was more judgmental. 

In view of this, what a surprise it is to 
learn that Paul criticized the Corinthian 
church for not judging one another! 

The term for the kind of judgment 
spoken of in these verses is church 
discipline. Church discipline is what 
happens when the church’s members 
hold one another accountable for their 
behavior. According to Paul, it is a vitally 
important aspect of church health. 
Using the analogy of Israel’s practice of 
removing all leaven from their homes 
during Passover, Paul warns that one 
member’s sin may affect the whole 
body (vv. 6–8). 

Accountability is a family affair. It is a 
matter of the church holding Christians 
accountable for their behavior. Does this 
mean that God doesn’t care how non-
Christians live? He surely does: “God will 
judge those outside” (v. 13). Christians 
are to judge, but not without tending 
to their own sin first. What Jesus 
taught still holds true. Do not judge 
others without also holding yourself 
accountable to the same standards. 

What business is it of mine to judge those outside 
the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 

1 Corinthians 5:12

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:1–13
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Church discipline begins with individuals who hold 
one another accountable and seek reconciliation 
(Matt. 18:15). If you need to talk to someone, first 
ask the Spirit to examine your heart and confess 
any sin. Then seek out the other person in a spirit 
of humility and reconciliation, praying that God will 
work to bring about repentance and restoration. 

Jeremy Slager, Zack Williamson, 
Kathryn Eastham, and Rachel 
Kawate use their skills and God-
given talents to market uplifting 
Christian literature at Moody 
Publishers. Please lend your 
prayer support to them today.
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Supporting the Church 
In an article in CT Pastors, Karl Vaters 
describes his initial reluctance to talk 
about money with his church. As the 
economy grew more challenging and 
giving fell at his church, he decided 
that he needed to do a series on 
stewardship. “As I was preparing for it 
through study and prayer, I paused to 
think about some of the other recent 
challenges our church had faced. Why 
I was able to address other challenges 
with a motivating sense of urgency, 
but talking about a financial need was 
filling me with dread?” He then realized 
that the difference had to do with his 
assumptions about the church. “In each 
of the previous challenges, I assumed 
that the people in our church wanted 
the need to be met, wanted to help out, 
and wanted to know what the plan was 
to get us there.”

Paul approached the issue of steward- 
ship with that positive assumption. 

As he made preparations for his third 
missionary journey, he instructed 
churches to participate in the 
offering he was collecting to help the 
impoverished believers in Jerusalem  
(v. 1). He also expected the Corinthians 
to help with the expenses of his trip  
(v. 6) and to support Timothy (vv. 10–11).  

Paul’s directions were practical. The 
money should be collected on the first 
day of the week when the church met 
for worship. The amount that each was 
expected to contribute was to be in 
proportion with their ability. Paul told 
the church what the funds were to be 
used for. He outlined measures that 
would reassure the church that their 
money was being handled with integrity 
by promising to send the funds to 
Jerusalem by approved representatives 
from the church (v. 3). He also let the 
Corinthians know their gifts would be 
joined with others (v. 17). 

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 16:1–24
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The elders who direct the affairs of the  

church well are worthy of double honor, especially 
those whose work is preaching and teaching.

1 Timothy 5:17

Giving financially is a way to be part of God’s work 
through the church. Paul’s directives are still good: 
Plan ahead. Give in proportion to your income. 
Expect those who receive your funds to give an 
account of how it is being used. Review your 
budget this weekend to see whether you need to 
make changes in your giving to the Lord’s work.

Samuel Choy, chief marketing 
officer at Moody, invites you 
to pray for Moody’s Strategic 
Marketing team that he leads, 
thanking Moody’s friends and 
supporters as we follow Jesus 
together. Your faith and  
generosity lift us up!
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Why We Meet Together
Al hadn’t attended church regularly for 
several years. He read his Bible avidly 
and liked to discuss theology, but 
he found church disappointing. One 
day he read Hebrews 10:24–25: “Not 
giving up meeting together . . . all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.” 
What struck him was the message that 
the closer it is to the day of Christ’s 
return, the more we need one another. 
He went back to church. 

The original recipients of the letter 
to the Hebrews had experienced 
persecution for their faith, and 
many had experienced the loss of 
all their possessions (vv. 32–34). 
Whether from poverty, persecution, 
or internal conflict, they were in 
danger of abandoning their regular 
gatherings for prayer and worship. 
The author encourages them not to 
forsake assembling together, because 
Christians need one another. 

Missionary advocate and the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury William 
Temple said, “The Church is the only 
society that exists for the benefit of 
those who are not its members.” It is 
a powerful statement—but it is not 
entirely true. The church does indeed 
exist for the benefit of those who are 
not yet a part of it, but in order to carry 
out its mission, the church must also 
tend to itself. We cannot be all that God 
intends us to be without one another. 

One of the reasons we meet is 
to “spur one another on” (v. 24). 
According to New Testament scholar 
F. F. Bruce, this verse has the idea of 
provoking someone. When it is used 
in a negative sense it often means to 
irritate. Here, however, it speaks of a 
positive agitation. Bruce explains: “Our 
author exhorts his readers to continue 
meeting together the more earnestly 
because he knows of some who were 
withdrawing from Christian fellowship.” 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope  
we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 10:23

READ HEBREWS 10:19–25
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We can easily find reasons to be irritated with one 
another. We need to be intentional and prayerful 
if we want to agitate one another in the direction 
of love. As we conclude our study this month, 
pray that God will strengthen your church and 
strengthen your love, commitment, and service to 
Him there. 

Event Marketing and Management 
team—Mary Chapman Deas, Scott 
Johnson, Lauren Cuevas, Daniel 
Fleming, and Anna Gonzalez—
provide planning, logistics, and 
hospitality support at Moody 
events. Thank the Lord today  
for their faithful service.



What a beautiful way to share God’s Word with those you love!
Today in the Word has created this one-of-a-kind set of beautifully  

illustrated Christmas cards especially for you, our readers.  
Each card includes a Scripture passage celebrating the  

birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

These cards are our thank-you for your gift  
to support the ministry of Today in the Word.

Request your free set today! 
Simply return this month’s reply card to receive your set.

with God’s Word this Christmas!

Bless your friends



This 4-week Advent devotional oers short, daily reflections on the names 

of Jesus that are perfect for all ages. As you reflect on these names, suddenly 

the lights on the trees will remind you of the Light of the World, and the 

cookies you’re baking will prompt you to delight in the Bread of Heaven.  

Come, in the midst of your busyness, come and worship.

Find Unwrapping the Names of Jesus at your local or online 
bookstore or buy directly from Moody Publishers by calling  
(800) 678-8812 or at moodypublishers.com.

This 4-week Advent devotional oers short, daily reflections on
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